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THE SHEBBEARIAN

A

word from
the Chaplain

One of the wonderful things about being
a Methodist school is that we are able to
challenge our pupils to think carefully
about their worldview – about how they
understand the world and their place
within it.
It is important that we think about these
things because our understanding of
the way things really are will shape our
lives, through our daily choices and
decisions, our thoughts and our actions.
If we don’t think carefully about these
things, our understanding of the world
will be shaped subconsciously by all
sorts of things in the world around us
– messages sent out through television
programmes, the internet, computer
games, magazines, billboards, charttopping songs and in so many other
ways.
Being a Christian foundation, we present
the Christian worldview as a credible
alternative to the many other worldviews
that are commonly held today, one
which is worth taking seriously, as it
has shaped so many lives over the past
two-thousand years and still shapes lives
today.

‘imagine ... you
discover a long-lost
Shakespeare play’
No-one, as far as I can tell, has explained
the Christian worldview more clearly
than Tom Wright, the former Bishop
of Durham, now a professor at the
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University of St Andrews. Imagine, he
says, that you open an old cupboard
somewhere, say in Stratford-uponAvon, and in it you discover a longlost Shakespeare play. In fact, you
are the first person to handle it since
Shakespeare put the final full-stop on
the final page and threw it into that
cupboard. Now, you hold it in your
hands and, as you flick through it, you
discover that it is a play in five acts. The
only problem is that, over the years, mice
have got into the cupboard and nibbled
away at some of the pages. So you look
more closely and you find that the first
four acts of the play are complete. It is
only the fifth act that has been damaged.
There are a few pages at the beginning of
it and a few pages at the end, but most of
it has been lost to history, eaten by mice.

it all, you put them on a stage and ask
them to act it out.

‘what are you to do?’

What are the five acts of the play?

So, Tom Wright asks the question, what
are you to do? He suggests that you have
a number of options. You could hire a
playwright to write a new fifth act for
you. That would be one option, but the
most exciting thing, he says, would be to
gather together a group of exceptional
actors who really know their stuff and
give them the script of the play as you
have it. Then you would ask them to
get to grips with the play – the first four
acts and the few pages at the beginning
and end of the fifth act – so that the
story line and the characters ‘get under
their skin’; so that they understand
the direction of the storyline and the
motivation of the characters and so on.
Once they have really got to grips with

So they perform the first four acts of the
play as Shakespeare wrote it and then,
when they get to the fifth act and have
acted out the first few pages such as they
are, you simply say to them: ‘Carry on! –
Improvise’ and so on they go. There are
just two rules for their improvisation,
firstly they must be faithful to all that
has gone before – no one is allowed to
act out of character – and, secondly, the
play must end in the way Shakespeare
intended it to end, as can be seen in the
final few pages of the manuscript that
you have.
That, says Tom Wright, is what it is like
to live within a Christian worldview.

The first act ...
The first act is Creation. We live in a
good world that has been created by
a good God. It can be all too easy to
forget, as we look out at all that is going
on around us and see so much pain,
suffering, chaos, darkness and death,
that this is fundamentally a good world
created by a good God.

The second act ...
The second act is the Fall. This is a
good world, but something has gone
dreadfully wrong. People speak about
that in different ways and it can be

difficult to understand, but somehow
we have to account for the fact that this
world is not as it was intended to be;
something has gone so terribly wrong.

The third act ...
The third act consists of the history
of the people of Israel. God formed
a people whom he could bless and
through whom he could work so that
through them the whole earth could be
blessed. From them came Jesus Christ,
whose birth into this world brings us
into

The fourth act ...
the person of Jesus Christ. With his birth
and life and death and resurrection,
God’s defining act in human history,
the whole course of creation was
unchangeably altered. The whole drama
is built around this central character:
Jesus Christ.

The fifth act ...
Today, we find ourselves in Act Five,
much of which is unknown. All we have
is a few pages that tell us how it begins
and a few pages that tell us how it will
end. It all begins with Pentecost, God
pouring out his Spirit on the human
race to empower us to live for Him and
now, empowered by His Spirit, it’s as if
He says to us, ‘Carry on! Improvise’, but
there are two rules for the improvisation.
If we want to play our part in this great

drama, then we must be faithful to all
that has gone before in the first four
acts, careful not to act out of character.
The second rule is that the whole thing
must end in the way the author has said
it must end – and we have a few hints
about that in some of the pages of the
Bible.

‘be faithful to all that
has gone before’
I have a feeling that, when we come to
the end of the fifth act, we will discover
that the real story is only just beginning.

But for them it was only the beginning
of the real story. All their life in this
world and all their adventures in Narnia
had only been the cover and the title
page: now at last they were beginning
Chapter One of the Great Story which
no one on earth has read: which goes on
for ever: in which every chapter is better
than the one before.’
The Reverend David A. Hull

‘every chapter is better
than the one before’

C. S. Lewis captures it perfectly at the
end of his final book of the Chronicles of
Narnia, ‘The Last Battle’. Aslan, the great
Lion, turns to the children and says, ‘You
do not yet look so happy as I mean you
to be.’ To which they reply that they are
afraid of being sent back again to their
human world, like so often before, but
Aslan explains that they, with all their
family, have arrived in Narnia this time
for good. So Aslan says, in words that
are wonderfully evocative for all who are
part of a school community, ‘The term
is over: the holidays have begun. The
dream is ended: this is the morning.’
Lewis continues, ‘And as He spoke , He
no longer looked to them like a lion; but
the things that began to happen after
that were so great and beautiful that I
cannot write them. And for us this is the
end of all the stories, and we can most
truly say that they all lived happily ever
after.
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Governors

Administrative Staff

				Chairman 			

				Vice Chairman 		

Mr. M. Saltmarsh
Mr. P. Sanders

		
		
		

Mr. C. Bradnock
Rev. Peter Pillinger
Mr. G. Russell
Mrs. V. Sherriff
Mr. N. Buckland OBE

Mr. L. Bird		
Mr. R. Collings
Mr. D. Verney

Mr. A Bowes		
Mrs. J. Down		
Mr. P. Mason		

			Bursar					

				Headmaster			
				Deputy Head			

Mr. Robert Barnes BA Hons
Mrs. A. Farrell B Ed Hons M Ed (English*)

				Head of Sixth Form		
				Head of Middle School
				Head of Lower School		
				Head of Junior School		
				Senior Management		
				College Chaplain		

Mr. M. Newitt BSc Hons PGCE (Geography*)
Mr. K. Parker GRSM Hons PGCE (Music*)
Mrs. K. Purdew Cert Ed
Mr. B. Harman (Pyke Housemaster)
Mrs. E. Bearpark LLB (Maths*)				
Rev. D. Hull MLitt BTh (Cantab)

Mr. B. Horn ACMA ACIS
			Projects Manager 			
Mrs. S. Day BSc Hons FCCA
			Finance Co-ordinator			Mrs. S. Letchford
			
Finance Assistant			
Miss V. Hooton, Miss T. Dugdale
			
Headmaster’s Secretary/Registrar
Mrs. J. Rowe/Mrs. S. Lindley
			Receptionist 				Mrs. A. Bryan
			Marketing 				Mrs. E. Burwood
			School Medical Officer			Dr. A. Al-Doori
			
School Nursing Officer 			
Sister R. Light
			Uniform Shop 				Mrs. J. Armstrong
			Head of Maintenance			Mr. G. Darby
			
Health and Safety 			
Mr. M. Quirk

Caretaking/Maintenance/Groundspersons

Mr. R. Braund-Phillips, Mr. D. Gilbey, Mr. L. Jones, Mr. A. Poole, Mr. J. Vassallo

House Staff (Boarding)

Mrs. L. Quirk BSA (Head of Boarding/Pastoral Care, Child Protection Officer)
Mr. A. Ashfield MA Economics, BA Hons Economics (Business & Economics*, Pollard Housemaster)

Minibus Drivers

Mr. C. Gaden, Mr. P. Coleman, Mrs. J. Whiting
Senior School Teaching Staff

Junior School Teaching Staff

Mrs. S. Akers Cert Ed Dip SpLD (Learning Support*)
Mrs. P. Back MA (ESL*)
Mr. A. Barlow (Art*)
Mr. I. Burnett BA Hons PGCE
Mrs. C. Cardoo BSc Hons PGCE
Mr. S. Clewley BSc PGCE (Physics*)
Mr. A. Colville BSc Hons BSc (Biology*)
Dr. S. Crook Ph D (Chemistry* & Science*)
Miss S Ham BSc Hons PGCE (Girls’ Games*)
Mr. D. Jorgensen BA Hons (Modern Languages*)
Mr. M. Langridge BA Hons PGCE (History*)
Mrs. A. Lofthouse BA Hons PGCE
Mrs. F. Lovett BA Hons
Miss C. Mann BA Hons PGCE
Mr. C. McConnachie BA Hons
Miss M. O’Shaughnessy BA Hons PGCE
Mrs. L. Parker GRSM Hons LRAM PGCE
Mrs. S. Pullin BA
Mr. M. Rogers MA Hons BA Hons PGCE (Religious Studies*)
Mrs. S. Smale BSc Hons PGCE
Mr. A. Steel BSc Hons GTP (Boys’ Games*)
Mrs. P. Thomas BA Hons PGCE (ICT*)
Mr. S. Trask B Eng Hons PGCE
Mrs. A. Vassilaki BA Hons

Mrs. J. Biddlecombe MITD
Mrs. J. Burnett BA
Miss C. Chadwick MSc PGCE
Mrs. F. Goode Cert Ed
Mrs. J. Harman MA Ed
Mrs. T. Brock B Ed
Mrs. D. Jones BA Ed Cert SPLD

Learning Support Assistants:
Mr. M. Akers
Mrs. S. Burberry
Mrs. S. Chappell
Mrs. K. Franklin (Examinations Officer)

Catering Staff

Housekeeping Staff

Mitch Kingsland*
Denise Cole
Irene Fisher
Tracy Day
Celia Priest
Anita Kent
Michael Stacey
Ann Barker
Mandy Ager
Katrina Jones

Sue Clarke*
Angela Hawkins
Hannah Ley
Louise Catton
Jeanette Curno
Ruth Wright
Karen Lewis
Hilary Bates
Nicky Creighton
Michelle Ellender

Classroom Assistants:
Mrs. K. Clarke RSA Cert SPLD
Mrs. L. Kirby NVQ L3
Mrs. S. Ley NNEB L3
Mrs. S. Standford BTec L3
Mrs. S. Willis-Butcher NVQ L3
Science Technician
Food Technician 		
Systems Manager
Librarian 		

Visiting Music Staff

Mrs. S. Sluggett
Mrs. V. Hale
Mr. D. Balman
Mrs. J. Welby MCLIP

Flute			
Clarinet and Saxophone
Violin			
Violin and Cello		
Brass			

Ms. Mel Orriss
Mrs. P. Beechey
Mrs. Tina Bennett
Mrs. Catherine Frith
Mr. Adrian Edwards

Guitar		
Percussion
Piano		
Piano		
Singing		

Mr. Alex Duncan
Mr. John McAvoy
Mrs. Angela Morphy
Mrs. Ruth Cornish
Mrs. Rebecca Slater-Lyons

* denotes head of department
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Headmaster’s
Speech 2011
Friday 1st July 2011
Mr. President, Mr. Morpurgo, ladies and
gentlemen, staff and pupils. I would like
to welcome you to this family occasion;
I am delighted so many of you parents
have taken the opportunity to join us
here this morning.
Every summer I receive helpful advice
along the lines of what I should, or
should not, include in this speech. To be
fair most of it consists of, ‘Are you really
sure that you need to speak again this
year?’
Today is an excellent opportunity to
update you on the progress of the college
and to share with you some of the
outstanding achievements of this
academic year.
I continue to feel real pride in being
part of a school which offers a broad
education; that focuses on the whole
person and is based on huge variety and
all-round excellence.

‘I continue to feel real
pride in being part of
a school which offers a
broad education’
Quite rightly, and unavoidably, in the
ultra-competitive world in which we
live, academic matters are at the heart of
the Shebbear experience. Sport, Music,
Drama, Outdoor Activities, Duke of
Edinburgh, ACF, Community Service,
trips and tours are an essential part of
what we offer, but, they should

complement what goes on in the
classroom, not compete with it.
It’s about remembering that exam results
really do matter and focusing on good
teaching, a strong work ethic and
stringent study and revision skills. It’s
about sensitive support for learning
where specific needs are identified. It’s
about knowledgeable sixth form
tutoring, encouraging independent
learning and the careful monitoring of
pupils’ progress.
At the same time, it’s also about winning
matches, excellent coaching and efficient
organisation of teams and practices,
having a wide range of clubs and
activities and high quality concerts and
plays. In everything, there should be an
opportunity for the excellent to excel
and the keen to participate and enjoy.
The underpinning philosophy of our
approach must be to add value in the
education we provide, to stretch and
challenge all pupils regardless of their
ability and to be confident that
Shebbearians will be taught extremely
well and achieve better results here at
College than they would in other similar
schools.
Our staff get to know pupils in a huge
range of different areas and can impact
on pupils through a variety of means;
pupils really are known in their context.
Every one of you has something that you
are good at and the college will find that
if it hasn’t already. And that individualism,
that attention to detail, should mean
growing confidence for the individual
and long-term success.

The strength of College is, and always
will be, that it’s a school where pupils
don’t get lost, where we focus on their
character, their resilience, motivation,
self discipline and creativity, where
assessment is not too narrow, where
a range of abilities and talents is
recognised, where pupils can progress
and be the best they can be in anything
they want, unhindered by a dominant
culture or the fixed ideas of some.
We need also to have strong values,
manners, tolerance and respect and,
above all, high expectations.

‘we focus on their
character, their
resilience, motivation,
self discipline and
creativity’
High Expectations translates to “We
always strive for Excellence” but
excellence is not about asking our pupils
to get straight A’s in their exams or be
first in every competition and certainly
NOT at all costs.
Far from that, striving for Excellence
affirms the effort of our students in
wanting to do better than before. It is
about:
A mindset of giving of one’s best effort
An attitude of not giving up easily
against any odds, and
A commitment to improving one’s
personal best

In 1980, Daley Thompson, the
decathlete, was at the height of his
considerable powers. Having won gold
in the Olympics of 1980 (Moscow) and
1984 (Los Angeles), he went to the
1988 Olympics in Seoul with the chance
of a third gold. His spirit and his
competitive ferocity were undiminished,
but his body could no longer recover
from injury and exertion the way it once
had done. In the pole vault, his pole
snapped and he aggravated an old thigh
injury but carried on with the day’s
events. At the beginning of the second
day’s events it was clear that Daley wasn’t
going to be able to amass enough points
for gold. A BBC reporter interviewed
him and suggested that it might be better
to withdraw from the competition and
be remembered as a winner rather than
‘spoiling’ his record. Daley rounded on
the reporter, explained forcefully why he
had no intention of withdrawing, and
finished by saying “I’d have to be a
pretty small man to give up just because
I thought I was going to lose”. Such an
approach epitomises the Shebbearian.

‘I’d have to be a pretty
small man to give up
just because I thought
I was going to lose’
I have been delighted with our GCSE
and A Level results this year and it is
clear to see that we are beginning to reap
the rewards for the initiatives and hard
work that have been invested over the
last couple of years to prioritise

academic work and raise standards.
At A Level we achieved a 42% AB pass
rate and an overall pass rate of 96%.
More importantly, all those wanting to
go on to university did so with over 90%
going to their preferred choice.
Our GCSE results were very pleasing,
31% of passes were at A*& A grades
with nearly 86% of pupils achieving 5 or
more passes at A*- C grades. Pleasingly
in the latest benchmark in regards
to examination results, the English
Baccalaureate, which presents statistics
of those who pass 5 GCSE’s between
grades A*& C including Maths, English,
a Science, Geography or History and
a MFL, our College was placed 4th
within the county. This placed us some
13% better than a local rival east of
Barnstaple and some 18% better than
another Independent school even closer
to home.
The Baccalaureate measures the breadth
and quality of one’s curriculum and
reminds me that ...
A mother mouse and a baby mouse were
walking along, when all of a sudden, a
cat attacked them. The mother mouse
goes, “BARK!” and the cat runs away.
“See?” says the mother mouse to
her baby. “Now do you see why it’s
important to learn a foreign language?”
The Junior School likewise presented
some extremely promising Keystage 2
Sats results with 90% of pupils achieving
level 4, the national expected level, or
better, across Maths and English.

But we must not forget when quoting
statistics that we are a small
“community” school and a school that
cares for all of its charges. As such we
have a broad ability intake and our job is
to make sure that we cater appropriately
for all and I do believe we are doing this
to great effect.

‘at this juncture it is
only right that I
should make mention
of some individual
academic highlights of
this year’
Congratulations are offered to Sam
Cappelman-Lynes who, having taken
his A Levels in Maths and Further
Maths two years early, achieving 2 A*s,
was then placed 8th in the UK in the
Mathematical Olympiad. To complete
this example of excellence, Sam was
then invited to be part of a six strong
UK mathematics team to compete in
an International competition in the
Balkans.
I also congratulate Harrison Scambler, in
year 7, whose short story was selected as
the winning entry from some 10,000, in
the Readers’ Digest National Short Story
contest.
The social, spiritual, moral and cultural
aspect of the School is indeed outstanding,
as our last boarding inspection report

continued
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stated. This is best seen perhaps as the
soul of the school. At the centre of this
has always been the Chapel, which,
whilst not physically, is metaphorically
at the heart of the School. The Chaplain
has taken the lead here.
The Remembrance Day service remains
one of the most poignant moments
for all of us and no more so than this
year when led by Head of History, Mr
Langridge and members of Form 3,
who spent much of the evening in our
model 1st World War trench. Please do
take the time to watch this event on the
History page of our new website where
the film made by the Times newspaper
is available.
Speaking of the Chaplain I hope he will
not mind a moment of irreverence
because I thought I might draw upon the
following words which have at some
stage appeared in either Church
bulletins or the Church Times ...
“Don’t let worry kill you off - let the
Church help”
“The topic of the sermon in this evening
service will be ‘What is hell?’ Please
come early and listen to our choir
practise.”
“This being Easter Sunday, we will ask
Mrs Lewis to come forward and lay an
egg on the altar”.
In keeping with our Methodist and
Christian tradition our commitment to
raising money for local and international
charities continues apace. This year

through a variety of events including
cake sales, fetes, cycle rides, runs,
concerts, Bingo and Wine & Wisdoms,
college pupils and staff have raised a
phenomenal £45,000. This money has
been used to support such organisations
as The Devon Air Ambulance, The
North Devon Hospice, Cancer Research
and our linked schools in Uganda.

‘each year, I find
listening to the musical
performances of the
pupils one of the real
privileges of being
Headmaster’
The music here continues to thrive and
develop apace. Kevin and Lisa Parker
have contributed so much in so many
different ways to improving the quality
of our music provision. Each year, I find
listening to the musical performances of
the pupils one of the real privileges of
being Headmaster. The quantity of
performers has never been higher and
the quality is awe inspiring; the many
music concerts are a real highlight. I
am very grateful to the unsung (excuse
the pun) heroes, the peripatetic music
teachers.
I turn now to Sport, which of course is
also such a key part of school life.
There have been many memorable team
performances this year. The girls’ U14

Hockey team remain undefeated for the
year, the 1st X1 football squad lost only 1
match all season, and the 1st XV had a
memorable moment in beating West
Buckland School at West Buckland, for
the first time in 17 years, in the last
minute, with a drop goal from Timmy
Ames as well as making it to the finals
of the Devon 7’s and Kelly Tens
Competitions.
The Junior School Football team won the
Primary Schools 7 a side competition
and finally, a select Old Boys team
comprehensively beat an old Kellian
side in an October Charity Fundraising
Rugby match at Kelly.
Likewise there have been some
outstanding individual achievements.
Michael Crowhurst has been invited to
join the GB Judo squad. Clara Nielson,
as well as representing the South West at
cricket, is also part of the England U18
squad for Women’s Rugby. Closer to
home Dan Buckland has been selected
to the Cornwall U18 rugby squad; Josh
Bickley has likewise been selected for
Devon at U15 level. Carl Stanbury in the
Junior School represents Devon at U11
Cricket and Anna Cherrington does the
same at U15 & U17 level.
Grace Beal represents the South West at
netball as does Tabitha Kirkwood, who
also turns out for Cornwall at hockey.
Olly Dallyn represents the South West
& Devon at the tetrathlon & Biathlon,
whilst Louise Way is trampolining for
Devon. Representing the South West at
Horse Jumping & Eventing are Megan

Furse, Peggy Kirkwood & Harry Greaves.
Overall, a quite remarkable amount of
representative honours across such a
wide range of sports for such a small
school. Well done to one and all.
It was the American author, Napoleon
Hill who said that ...
“The strongest oak of the forest is not the
one that is protected from the storm and
hidden from the sun. It’s the one that
stands in the open where it is compelled
to struggle for its existence against the
winds and rains and the scorching sun.”
The challenges offered by the Duke of
Edinburgh Award, Ten Tors and ACF are
exactly the sort of formative experiences
that Napoleon Hill had in mind.
This year 4 students completed the Silver
D of E award and 4 students completed
the bronze. Our Ten Tors teams continue
to impress; both the 35 and 45-mile
teams completed the challenge in quick
time and, more importantly, with no
drop outs.

Matt Prowse and Sam Conybeer
attaining Silver.
In February Mr Burnett’s and Miss
O’Shaughnessy’s highly entertaining
production of “A Christmas Carol” took
to the stage. In casting Joe Hedges as
Ebenezer Scrooge and Matt Prowse as
Bob Cratchett, the directors found not
two good actors but two great actors.
This term the Junior School, under the
direction of Mrs Di Jones, have just
performed a most delightful production
of “What a Knight”; a musical based
upon Camelot.

‘the strongest oak of
the forest is not the one
that is protected from
the storm and hidden
from the sun’

These experiences, whilst coming at an
emotional and physical cost are worth
their weight in real gold, not just Duke
of Edinburgh Gold!

Speech day affords me the opportunity
to keep you abreast of physical changes
as well as educational progress. This
year has seen much done to improve
our infrastructure as we endeavour
to provide the best of facilities for our
pupils.

Drama too has featured prominently
throughout the year. It has been an
extremely good year for those pupils
taking the London Academy of Music
and Dramatic arts exams – Nick
Hocking and Amy Thompson both
achieving the cosseted Gold Award and

The Bursar, Mr Bradley Horn aided by
Mr. Gerry Darby, our clerk of works, is
to be credited for much of what has been
achieved in particular with reference to
our new build. Three new classrooms,
toilets and a performance-come-lecture
hall will be an impressive addition to our

campus as of the beginning of next term.
Should you wish to look round then this
will be possible after this ceremony; staff
and prefects will help guide – please bear
with us as we still have the flooring to
put down and do final fitting.
During the summer holidays the 6th
Form Centre will undergo a major
facelift and we will soon begin a
refurbishment of our boys’ boarding
accommodation and as a consequence
Pyke House for this next year will not be
used to house boarding pupils.
The College has a new website, please do
take the time to visit. This should be a
major tool for information sharing and
in September there will be a parents’
portal that will give you access to team
lists, event organisation and other
material pertinent to your son’s or
daughter’s education. To complement
this we are also in the process of filming
a new College promotional DVD.
Now is the time to say farewell and pay
tribute to those members of staff who
are leaving us today.
We say goodbye to Mrs. Sheila Pullin
who has taught in both the Senior and
Junior School delivering Science and
Geography.
Mr. Craig McConnachie leaves us after
just over a year. A member of the PE
Dept and the Junior Boarding team, his
versatility and contributions to all sports
and boarding have been greatly
appreciated as has his warmth and

continued
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willingness to help anyone at anytime.
We wish him every success.
Mrs. Patricia Back, English as a second
language, and Mrs Viv Hale, Food
Technology, also leave us today. Trish
has been with us for two years whilst Viv
departs after ten years.
Mrs Jacky Rowe retires after giving 20
years dedicated service to the school.
Jacky has been of enormous personal
support to myself as a friend and as my
PA and to generations of pupils and
parents as the school Registrar. A most
compassionate, professional and highly
reliable member of the College team
who will be very much missed by so
many. We all wish her a happy
retirement.
No Speech Day would be complete
without making reference to the staff,
and I’d like to thank all members of the
Common Room for their unstinting
efforts on behalf of you, the pupils,
during the course of this year. We are
fortunate to possess a staff with the
commitment and skills we have here.
And as I’ve said before, you won’t find a
harder working Common Room in the
country. They are a crucial part of what
makes college what it is.
I’d also like to mention the support staff
today, the amount which goes on in the
background is extraordinary and we
couldn’t do any of it without them.
Thanks must also be given to the Friends
of Shebbear College who work tirelessly,
often behind the scenes, at so many of

12

our school events. This is an organisation
that supports the College and helps fund
some of our projects; it
is always looking for new members and
like us has a new website. I would
encourage you to at least take the time to
visit the site and to consider becoming
part of the group.
I would also like to place on record my
sincere thanks to all the Governors who
do so much work on the College’s behalf
and in particular to the Executive
Governors, one and all, who take such
an active and personal interest in our
fortunes. Thank you.
I thank my new PA Sarah Lindley who
is learning just how difficult it can be to
organise a dysfunctional Head and to
my SMT for their support and guidance
through this year.
Finally, I’d like to mention the most
long-suffering group of all – the parents.
I think we all agree that parenting is the
hardest job in the world to do well and it
doesn’t get any easier as children get
older. We are also conscious of the
financial commitment parents make to
college, and providing excellence in all
areas and good value for money are very
real motivators for us as we go about our
work. None of what your children
achieve here would be possible if it
wasn’t for your unswerving support in
the background, and I am conscious of
what a loyal and committed parent body
we have here at Shebbear, and my staff
and I are very grateful for that.
Now of course, many of you parents

have sons and daughters sitting exams at
this time, and the atmosphere certainly
does change at home, as it does at
College during the exam season. Once
upon a time only pupils and teachers got
nervous about exams and did revision,
but now it seems a lot of parents do too.
We appreciate all the extra effort you
put in to helping your children revise
and setting the right tone at home, even
helping with homework. Homework
of course is a sensitive area and often
that which causes most friction at home
as well as college – I recently read the
following ...
Here is an explanation of the school
homework policy for the average pupil.
Pupils should not spend more than
ninety minutes per night. This time
should be allocated in the following
manner if the pupil wants to achieve
moderate to good grades in his/her
classes:
15 minutes looking for the assignment.
11 minutes calling a friend for the
assignment.
23 minutes explaining why the teacher is
mean and just does not like children.
8 minutes in the bathroom.
10 minutes getting a snack.
7 minutes checking the TV Guide.
6 minutes telling parents that the teacher
never explained the assignment, and then
finally ...
10 minutes sitting at the kitchen table
waiting for Mum or Dad to do the
assignment.

Often those things which cost us much
in terms of effort and emotional
engagement; those experiences which
place us under pressure and outside our
comfort zone, are the most instructional
and transformational in terms of
character development. They are indeed
worth a lot!
It was T. S Eliot who said ...

‘It is only by taking the
risk of going too far
that we know how far
we can go’
And it was Ralph Waldo Emerson who
said:
“What lies behind us and what lies ahead
of us are tiny matters compared to what
lies within us”.
Curriculum, put simply, is the sum of a
pupil’s experiences both inside and
outside the classroom. Much publicised
research by Save The Children into
inculcating risk-taking and resilience
in the young highlighted the supreme
importance of challenging pupils to take
risks – possibly to sit on Henman Hill
when its wet, to play conkers without
safety glasses and, dare I say it, even
climb trees. Such experiences at
Shebbear are as abundant as we can
possibly make them.
Taking as many students as possible out
of their comfort zone and enabling them
to find what lies within is crucial to a

good education. Whether it be on a
rugby or hockey pitch, on a cricket
wicket, an athletics track, a ski slope, a
mountain, a stage or even on a horse;
whether it be in a rifle range, an
orchestra, a choir, or at a debating or a
Chapel lectern or in the classroom or a
remote village in Uganda, the core
activity of the Shebbear College
community is - as well as gaining the
best examination results possible - to
grow confidence and character by
creating those opportunities to plumb
hidden depths and to affirm the fact that
there is very often more within the
pupils than they themselves believe.
This is no more self evident than in
the variety and excellence of the art on
display around the College – please do
visit the Art Department Exhibition this
lunch time. Creativity and risk taking is
fully in view and you will be amazed by
the quality and imagination that our
pupils have.

your truer self.
To love is to risk not being loved in
return.
To live is to risk dying.
To try is to risk failure.
But risks must be taken because the
greatest hazard in life is to risk nothing.
The person who risks nothing does
nothing, has nothing, is nothing. He
may avoid suffering and sorrow but he
cannot learn, change, feel, grow, love,
live. Chained by his certitude he has
forfeited his freedom ...

‘only a person who
risks is free’
Thank you for listening.

This journey of self discovery, allied with
top qualifications, will be a powerful
catalyst to fulfilment and happiness in
the future. That ladies and gentlemen, is
what we hope to achieve for every young
person in Shebbear. I conclude ...

‘risk is freedom’
To laugh is to risk appearing the fool.
To weep is to risk appearing sentimental.
To reach out for another is to risk
involvement.
To express feelings is to risk exposing
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Prizes
and Donors
We acknowledge, with gratitude, the
sources from which the Prize Fund
is maintained and honour the names
which are recorded in the bequests.

Memorials to:

James Thorne
Thomas Braund and Charles
Raab Simon Rattenbury
Jonathan Pickard
J. D. Prior
A. W. Cock
John Dymond
the Reverend A. Oolds
David Hodges
James Coffman
The Beckly Scholarship Fund
The Colin Ley Art Prizes
The F.T.B. Lawson Prizes
The Westcott Prize for Drama
The John Blainey
Computing Prize
The Marcus Godfrey Stone
Junior School Prize

Junior School Prizes:

Form 3 Academic Prize:
Emilio Aliberti

Lower Sixth:

Academic Year Prize:
Junior 3:
Matthew Honey
Junior 4:
Connie Gillies
Junior 5:
Hannah Beglin
Junior 6:
Theo Crookes

Form 3 Progress Prize:
Waycle Lai

Applied Business Studies:
Jake Claridge

Lower School Learning Support Prize:
Mark Withecombe

Art & Design:
Vincent Yeung
		
Biology:
Lizzie Trask			

Progress Prize:
Junior 3:
Junior 4:
Junior 5:
Junior 6:

Benjamin Plank
Robin Dalton
Matthew Edge
Helen Dalton

Junior School Sportsperson:
Carl Stanbury
The Arts:
Cody Alder

Form 4
Academic Prizes:
Mathematics:

William Collins

English/French:

Debbie Stuart

Science:

Ross Bromhead

Modern Foreign Languages:
Benjamin Parker

Aesthetic/Creative: Joshua Bickley
Technology:

William Collins

Marcus Godfrey Stone Prize:
Robyn Marshall

Progress Prize:

Catherine Kotarski

Leslie Clark Prize:
Ella Hughes		

Senior School Prizes:
Form 1 Academic Prize:
Nadia Blaskiewicz
Form 1 Progress Prize:
Harry Oades		

Middle School Learning Support:
Rupert Burnard

Form 5:
Academic Excellence:
Rose Frith, Charlotte Wade, Michael
Chapman, Jason Lui, Sarah Balsdon,
Lois Luk, Joe Hedges

Chemistry:
Sam Cappleman-Lynes
Economics:
Sam Cappleman-Lynes
English Literature:
Polly Jopling		
English as a Second Language:
Eric Chu
French:
Sam Cappleman-Lynes
Further Mathematics:
Tom Cheung			
Geography:
Fredric Selwyn		
History:
Robert Chamberlain

Form 2 Academic Prize:
Angus Crookes

The Robinson’s Cup for
Geography Coursework:
Lois Luk

Mathematics:
Dan Buckland

Form 2 Progress Prize:
Henry Cornish

English as a Second Language Prize:
Matthew Yu

Media Studies:
Laura Wood			

Music:
Vincent Yeung		
Physics:
Tom Cheung			
Psychology:
Lizzie Trask			
Religious Studies:
Sam Cappleman-Lynes

History:
Robin Balsdon		
Mathematics:
Trevor Lee 			
Media Studies:
James Adams		
Music:
Louise Way

Upper Sixth:

PE:
Louise Way		

Applied Business Studies:
Emily Horwell

Physics:
Dominic Butt		

Art & Design:
Kevin Tam

Psychology:
Kerry Dunn			

Biology:
Kerry Dunn			

Religious Studies:
Kerry Dunn
		

Chemistry:
Robert Chapman		

Other Prizes:

Economics:
Nathaniel Bond		

Kenneth Isaac Staff Prize
(academic work):
Matthew Dymond		

English Literature:
Robert Chapman		
English as a Second Language:
Kevin Tam
Further Mathematics:
Matthew Dymond		

Tom Venner Memorial Cup:
James Adams
David Hodges Memorial Prize
for Investigation Work in
Mathematics (3rd Former):
Jack Honey

Geography:
Nathaniel Bond
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The Arnold Cup for
Best ‘A’ Level Results 2010:
Christopher Farrell

The John Blainey
Memorial Prize for ICT:
Michael Chapman

Leslie Clark Prize for
Best GCSE Results 2010:
Sam Cappleman-Lynes

The Pyke Memorial Prize
(Junior Boy Boarder):
Bailey Ward

John Lill Music Prize:
Louise Way

The Jon Colpus Memorial Cup
for Interhouse Competition:
Ruddle

John Featherstone Art
Appreciation Prize:
Amy Thompson

Sports Person of the Year:
Louise Way

The Westcott Prize for Drama:
Joe Hedges
			
James Coffman Memorial Prize
for Good Character (3rd former):
Ailis Prowse
Rounsefell Prize for History
Coursework:
Rose Frith
John Dymond Memorial Prize
Awarded to a Valued Member of
the School Community (6th former):
Dominic Butt
Old Shebbearian Association
Prize for Grit and Perseverance:
Robert Rushton-Taylor

Award for Sporting Commitment:
Ross Bennett
Minor Sports Person of the Year:
Nick Seccombe
Girls’ Award for
Sporting Commitment:
Bethany Miles
Sports Team of the Year:
Rugby 1st XV
School Prefects (2010 – 2011):
Robin Balsdon, Nathaniel Bond,
Dominic Butt, Robert Chapman,
Cecilia Cheng, Miffy Cheng,
Andrew Collier, Daniel Curtis,
Kerry Dunn, Matthew Dymond,
Emily Horwell, Louise Way

W. Paul Prize for Creative Writing:
Harry Scambler

Headmaster’s Prize:

The Evans Shield for Service
to the School/Community:
Henry Cornish

Head Girl:
Head Boy:

16

Sanctuary

(2010 - 2011):

Clara Nielson
Timothy Ames
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Prior to my teacher-training, I travelled
across Europe and Africa for 6 months,
visiting over 15 countries. I have a great
love of travel and I take every
opportunity to visit new places.
After completing my degree, I worked
as a project co-ordinator for an
international architect firm in London.
I helped to organise the design and
construction of buildings all over the
world.
Between 2005-2008, I studied for my
Bachelors Honours degree in Geography
and History at Keele University in

18

My hobbies include swimming, walking,
climbing and cooking and my ambition
is to travel across Asia and South America.

Alison Vassilaki joined the school last
year to cover the maternity post of both
Mrs Lovett and Miss O’Shaughnessy
within the English Department. Alison
holds an Honours degree in English
Language and Linguistics from the
University of Exeter and has previously
taught in schools in Cornwall since
moving to the area from Greece in 2002.
Whilst in Greece, Alison taught English
to Greek students aged 10 - 18. She has
also trained to work with children of
nursery age and on her return to the UK,
taught Modern Greek to adults. Alison
has now taken on the EAL teaching post,
following the recent departure of Patricia
Back, and will be responsible for the

After graduating from Bristol University
with a degree in Psychology I worked as
an advertising copywriter, marketing
manager and a web designer before
training to teach whilst completing a
biology degree with the Open University.
I have now been teaching for seven years
in Exeter and Axminster and have used
my experiences in the real world to add
colour to my teaching.
I am a firm believer in taking on
challenges that many see as
insurmountable. I raised £14,000 in
grants and sponsorship in the last year to
set up a biodiesel company in my last
school. This project presented an
interesting set of challenges and brought
amazing rewards for the pupils involved
– including an all expenses paid trip to
London to exhibit with the Royal Society
last summer.
I hope to bring this enthusiasm to my
teaching at Shebbear College and am
keen to take on new challenges in the
coming year.

Miles Rogers joined the college in
September 2010 to lead the Religious
Studies department. He has a broad
range of teaching experience, having
taught in East Devon and in Bideford for
the last twenty years. His real interest in
religious studies lies in making religion
relevant and accessible to students; he
is a firm believer in helping students
understand their own beliefs and the
beliefs of others, and sees his role as
giving them the tools to do so. Miles is
involved in organising the College’s
World AIMS (Action in Methodist
Schools) group and is keen to help
develop the College’s links with schools
and development organisations in
Uganda. He has also developed a Sign
Language club at the College. After
completing his MA at Leeds University,
Miles followed a career in sales and
marketing for many years, providing
business IT services. He made the career
switch to teaching, met his wife
Elizabeth whilst qualifying at Exeter St.
Lukes and has never looked back! His
children arrived as his hair left. When
not teaching at the College he is busy
helping his wife and children with their

menagerie or acting as a taxi-driver to
his two children. Miles also enjoys a
range of sport, including rugby, football
and loves a ‘good read’. He has been
known to play computer games.

Patricia Back
Mrs Back was with us for four years from
September 2007, teaching and preparing
English-as-Second-Language-pupils for
their examinations. Having worked for
many summers in Africa, teaching ESL,
she enjoyed the opportunity to teach
at Shebbear, opening the eyes of our
second language pupils to the delights
of English literature, in addition to the
nuts and bolts of grammar. Not only
did she enjoy the chance to share aspects
of our literary culture with pupils from
overseas, but in addition, was famed
as an enthusiastic knitter! The mantra
of, “Knit one and purl one,” and the
clickety-click of pupils’ sturdy needles
were inspired by Mrs Back who has now
retired in order to spend more time with
her ailing mother. We wish them both
well.

Sheila Pullin
Energy and absolute commitment
mark out Mrs Pullin’s attitude to life,
the universe and everything: her high
standards encouraged all those around
her to do their best at all times. Whether
teaching humanities or science in the
junior school, or digging for victory in
the garden over the road, Mrs Pullin
gave herself wholly to each task in hand.
Having joined us in 2008, we are so

grateful for all her time and energy, her
generosity of spirit and for all her good
works. She has promised to let us know
when the next big rally takes place so
that we can sponsor her! We wish her an
excellent retirement from Shebbear.

Craig McConnachie

During the holidays, I teach English to
foreign students and I am also a qualified
exam marker for AQA (Geography).

Miles Rogers

overseas students as they progress with
their English language at the college.

Andrew Colville

I joined Shebbear College in September
2010 as a Humanities teacher where
I currently teach Geography, History
and Religious Studies across Forms 1
to 5. This is my first teaching post as a
qualified teacher, following completion
of my Post Graduate Certificate in
Education (PGCE) course at Exeter
University. I was attracted by the breadth
of activities, the history of the College
and the friendly atmosphere offered by
both the pupils and staff. I was born
and brought up in South Devon and I
currently live in Newton Abbot, though
I lodge nearby during the week.

Staffordshire. My specialist field is 19th
century Victorian England and, in
particular, the growth of towns and cities
fostered by the industrial revolution.

Alison Vassilaki

Christina Mann

Arrivals
and Departures

We also say goodbye, but congratulations
to Craig McConnachie, who has
successfully completed the Graduate
Teacher Training Programme .... no mean
feat!
Craig showed us all what is possible in
teaching and gave his full commitment
to many areas of the school, including
Junior School, PE, KS3 PE, Games and
both Boys’ Boarding Houses.
I know the pupils will miss his friendly
approach and his determination to ensure
they achieved the highest standards, and
he will be sorely missed by all.
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at Shebbear
1st XI Cricket
After a promising start to the summer
and with probably the strongest 1st XI
for a number of years, the season was
rather a disappointing one, with too
many players failing to transfer their
undoubted ability into consistent
performances on the field.
Comprehensive victories over a
Hatherleigh midweek side and
Wellington School, in which the three
Jacks; Ashmore, Cherrington and
Hatton, all performed well, gave the
coach hope for an outstanding season
and with the addition of Dikembe
Wilson, a 13-year old Barbadian, the
bowling and batting looked to have
strength in depth.
However, reality kicked in at Blundells
where we played probably the strongest
2nd XI I have seen at the school and,
having been set a target of 186 in 30
overs, we fell short by 24 runs, despite an
entertaining stand of 42 for the 9th
wicket between Clara Nielson (33*) and
Matt Jones (15).
We then played weakened Kelly and
Plymouth College sides in which Jack
Hatton and Jack Ashmore scored runs
and Clara Nielson, Matt Davey and
Andy Collier took wickets to help secure
comfortable victories but it was then that
we had to take on the full Kelly College
1st XI and the season deteriorated from
that point on.
Having conceded too many runs against
a very average Kelly side with some poor

bowling at the death, we then proceeded
to throw away our wickets with victory
still very much a possibility, finally going
down by 19 runs.
The low point of the season came in our
penultimate match at Exeter School, who
scored 166-5 in their 30 overs, before
bowling us out for just 83 in the 20th
over.
The final match against the O.S.A. XI
was, despite the weather, a thoroughly
enjoyable match which saw Jack Hatton
(2-22) and Andy Collier (2-10) reduce
the Old Boys to 41-5, before captain Olly
Wickett (73) and Peter Bowes (55) took
them to a more respectable 176 all out in
the 30th over.
Having lost two early wickets, Jack
Ashmore (25) and Jack Cherrington (49)
steadied the innings, before a series of
catches by Head of Boys’ Games, Arron
Steel, effectively ended the team’s chance
of victory and the 1st XI were bowled
out for 119.
Nevertheless, despite the disappointing
results, I have to say that the team was
one of the most committed and
enthusiastic that I have taken and I will
miss the banter especially with those
who have now moved on. I wish them
well both in cricket and in life.

Summary of Cricket Results

U14s Cricket

Played 7 Won 3

The season began with much to look
forward to, after an impressive Devon
Cup run the previous year and an
unexpected Barbadian addition to the
side, in the form of Dikembe Wilson, as
a result of the Barbados cricket and
netball tour.

Lost 4

Shebbear 162-4 (J Ashmore 45)
Hatherleigh 77 all out
(J Cherrington 4-7)
Won by 85 runs
Shebbear 184 all out 		
Wellington School 100 all out
(J Ashmore 88) (C Nielson 4-26, D
Wilson 3-36, J Hatton 3-0)
Won by 84 runs
Blundells 186-6 (30 overs) 		
Shebbear 162 all out 		
(C Nielson 33*, J Ashmore 31)
Lost by 24 runs
Plymouth College 2nds 90 all out
Shebbear 91-4
(A Collier 3-6, M Davey 3-16)
(J Ashmore 39 *)			
Won by 6 wickets
Kelly College 148-5 (30 overs)
Shebbear 129-8 (30 overs)
(D Wilson 1-9) (R Chapman 25)
Lost by 19 runs
Exeter School 166-5 (30 overs)
Shebbear 83 all out			
Lost by 83 runs
O.S.A. 176 all out			
Shebbear 119 all out
(D Wilson 3-27, A Collier 2-10)
(J Cherrington 49)
Lost by 57 runs

Although hopes of another cup run were
quickly dashed in the second round, I
am still able to report some fantastic
performances for the season. Victory
no.1 came against Wellington, with
Shebbear scoring 126-8 (James Dawe 49,
Reece Stanbury 22) and perhaps a little
surprisingly, in only the first game, those
present witnessed the bowling
performance of the season, with Harry
Landymore taking 5 wickets for just 16
runs. This result was followed by a
disappointing away defeat to Blundell’s, a
team who had been beaten comfortably
by Shebbear the year before.
This was followed by games in quick
succession against Park School, Kelly
College and Exeter School and brought
about victories 2, 3 and 4. Reece
Stanbury finally fulfilled his promise
with the bat, hitting his first 50 against
Kelly. Other top order batsmen then
responded against Exeter, with Dikembe
Wilson and James Dawe building what
was certainly the best partnership seen
from a Shebbear side for many years.
Dikembe finished 66 not out and James
58 not out in a partnership of 124 runs,
which, with a few extras, saw Shebbear
comfortably pass the target of 132 runs
set by the opposition. These two

batsmen continued their good form to
bring about another comfortable victory,
no.5, against Plymouth College, with
Dikembe top scoring with a century,
ably supported by James with 82,
Shebbear eventually winning with a
score of 243-3 and bowling out
Plymouth for 173 (Timothy Kivell 2-14
and Dikembe Wilson 2-19).

season was produced away at Plymouth
College, where Ross Bennett constructed
a hard earned knock of 45 not out,
carrying his bat through the 25 over
innings, after opening the batting as
captain of the side. Although not enough
to win the game, special mention must
also go to Steven Grigg who took three
wickets during his five over spell.

Of course, positive batting performances
are exactly that and cricket is a team
game, so our bowlers deserve plenty
of credit. Connor Roberts and Tom
Cappleman-Lynes took wickets against
Kelly (2-5 and 3-7 respectively) and
Harry Landymore continued to play his
part with another 2-11 against Park
School.

Many of the team produced fine
individual performances over the
season, showing great promise for the
future, Henry Pillman was consistent
with the bat throughout the season,
contributing a solid 23 not out against
Kelly College in a game where batsmen
from both sides found it difficult to
make runs.

With so many of the team receiving
coaching and playing experience both
within school and for local clubs, many
of the boys I am sure can look forward
to first team cricket quite soon. Let’s
hope it is worth the wait.

In addition to this, the emergence of
Miles Coward was another positive as he
proved to be a very dangerous opening
bowler, highlighted by his figures of 3
wickets for 17 runs in another fixture
against Kelly College. Other consistent
performers during the season included
Tom Hughes, with both bat and ball,
as well as an encouraging debut season
at wicket keeper for Tom Vanstone, all
of which points to a bright future for
the team as they progress through the
school.

U12s Cricket
It was a promising summer term for the
Under 12/13’s cricket team, with fixtures
taking place against very competitive
opposition from Kelly College, Exeter
Cathedral School, Plymouth College and
Torrington School. Although results did
not always go the way of the team, the
boys performed with a great deal of skill
and determination with both bat and
ball, as well as in the field.
The best batting performance of the

Football Round Up
With a number of hockey fixtures
also arranged for the Spring term, the
number of football matches for junior
teams is understandably limited.
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However, we were, for the first time,
able to field an U16/2nd XI side, which
played five matches with mixed results.
Losing 2-0 to Kingsley School’s 1st
XI and then 4-0 at Blundells was no
disgrace, but there followed two welldeserved draws against Holsworthy
(3-3) and Torrington (1-1), matches in
which the U16s really stepped up to the
mark. The final match of the season saw
a 5-3 defeat against Truro, but I am sure
those who represented the 2nd team
enjoyed the opportunity to play some
competitive football.
The U14s had another good season,
beating Blundells and drawing with
Truro School, and there are signs of a
useful nucleus of players developing in
that age group.
The U12/13s had few fixtures and
struggled to find any form, but they
showed plenty of enthusiasm and I am
sure they will improve their skills as they
progress through the school.

1st XI Football
It was with some confidence that, despite
losing some key players from the previous
year’s undefeated, and deserved, Team
of the Year, I felt that the 2011 side had
every chance of emulating their success.
Two resounding victories against
Kingsley School (6-1) and Wellington
(8-2) only served to strengthen that
belief and when, after a narrow, but
thoroughly merited victory over Exeter
School the chance to achieve the
ultimate – a 100% win season – was a

real prospect.
Once again it had been the skill and
strength of our central midfield pair,
Andy Collier and Dan Furse, together
with a solid defence, which had been
largely responsible for our early success,
but when we had to travel to Blundells
with only 10 players, the chance of
sustaining our run was limited.
The 10-man team played with great
resolve and almost held on to the lead
given to them by Gabriel Setiawan, but
the final score of 1-1 was probably as
much as we could have hoped for.
Another victory, this time against a
much-improved Kelly College side, was
followed by, without doubt, the worst
performance in the two years that the
side had been together. Admittedly, with
several key players missing, we were not
at full strength, but we were extremely
fortunate to come away with a 2-2 draw
at home to Kingsley.
The match against Truro School, who
came with a side which included a
number of 1st XI players, was our first
defeat in 2 years and yet, I felt, one of
our best performances. In a hard fought
match, there were chances at both ends,
but Jack Ashmore was in excellent form
in goal and it was only two late strikes
by Truro’s centre forward which gave the
visitors a rather flattering 2-0 victory.
And so the season reached its climax
with the final match and, for some, their
last for the college, against a staff side
bristling with talent. Despite creating a

number of chances the Staff XI were
unable to breach their opponents’
defence and it was only two long range
efforts which crept past an otherwise
outstanding goalkeeper that gave the
boys a final 2-0 victory.
Credit goes to all those who represented
the 1st XI, with special mention to those
moving on – James Adams, Andy
Collier, Rob Chapman, Jack Ashmore
and the two U16s who stepped up to
perform vital roles in the team – Jack
Cherrington and Matt Jones.

ISAF Football
Tournament
Played at Kings College, Taunton.
It was a rather overcast and chilly start to
the tournament after setting off early
from Shebbear. We arrived to a well
organised and what was to be an exciting
tournament. We entered three teams;
The Sabres, the Sharks and the Shadows.
All three teams played very tight and
exciting games and the Shadows
successfully got through to the final,
only to lose out winning by the
narrowest of margins.
The Sharks also fought hard and scored
some superb goals during some difficult
matches. The team worked hard together
but were unable to defeat a strong
opposition in the quarter final.
The Sabres also had some tough matches.
They played hard but were unable to

defeat their opposition in the final.
The team members were:
The Sabres:
Luke Creighton, Charlie Miles, Stuart
Williams, Liam Landymore, Oliver
Ryder-Green, Theo Slade
The Sharks:
Sean Nadin, Ben Parker, Eddie Jones,
Jake Weeks, Patrick Faulkner, Jed Foster
The Shadows:
Kitty Scambler, Chompoo Thompson,
Heather Mathews, Sophie Gillies, Lucy
Nadin, Hannah Beglin, Matilda Tucker,
Ella Hughes

1st Team Girls’
Hockey Report

A new year and a new coach entered the
grounds of Shebbear College and the
season started off strongly with the girls
winning their first game against Kingsley
School 1 – 0; their first win ever against
Kingsley.
With matches ahead against such strong
schools as West Buckland, Blundell’s,
Bude and Truro the girls tried hard to
keep the scores down.
Throughout the year the girls practised
hard, learning the basics of ball and stick
control as well as how to work and play
together as a team.
The girls showed great commitment to
the year both in training and in games
and showed that they can put into

practice what they have learnt on the
training pitch. As for the years ahead,
the future looks very bright for the 5th
Form and Lower 6th girls who will make
up the first team next year.
Players who deserve particular praise
this year for their effort are Miffy Cheng,
Clara Nielson (Captain), Lizzie Trask
(G.K), Laura Wood, Rose Frith and
Grace Beal.

U15s Hockey
The players of the U15 girls hockey team
can be very proud of their season’s
performance. Playing the A teams of much
larger schools on a Saturday afternoon,
the commitment and enthusiasm shown
by most of the players is to be highly
commended.
The term started with a very exciting match
against Truro College which in the first half
the was very evenly matched with the ball
moving from end to end, both teams having
good scoring opportunities. The score 0-0 at
half time saw the Shebbear girls’ confidence
soar as they realised they could match the
strength and athleticism of the opposition.
A momentary lack of concentration by our
defence, half way through the second half,
saw Truro take full advantage and score a
very scrappy, undeserved goal. However we
did not give up, with a lot of encouragement
towards each other and, with strong
tackling from Anna Cherrington, we fought
right to the final whistle by which time it
was sheer bad luck we had not equalised or
even won the game.

The following match against Budehaven
was a completely different story. The
attack, Peggy Kirkwood, Megan Furse
and Kerri Ann Turton dominated the
game scoring 3 goals in the first half,
leading the girls to an easy victory over
our local rival.
After a long drive down to Plymouth
College, the girls started this match very
slowly and allowed Plymouth to score in
the first 5 minutes. Some strong words
from the captain Megan Furse gave the
team the shakeup they needed to get
their act together in defence. The ball
was then end-to-end for the rest of the
first half but we were unable to score.
The second half saw the girls’ confidence
rise and we were attacking more than
we were defending but again we just
couldn’t finish off with a goal. A sneaky
break from Plymouth saw them score
a second goal. We came back fighting
hard but ran out of time as the match
had to be cut short due to Charlotte
Betambeau being knocked unconscious
in defence. This was a shame as we were
definitely attacking harder towards the
end of the game.
Next the girls came up against Blundells,
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a match they had been worrying about
for some time as we were missing two
key players, Peggy Kirkwood and Megan
Furse. They went into the match with
their heads a little down. However, it was
obvious after the first couple of minutes
that we were more than a match for the
Blundells team and we held them at
0-0 in the first half. Anna Cherrington
as captain played a superb game, really
taking on the Blundells girls with some
excellent attacking skills and some strong
hitting off the back line. However, the
opposition did get the better of us as
we began to tire and scored two quick
goals towards the end of the second
half. Despite the final score of 2-0, the
Shebbear girls learnt a valuable lesson
that day; they can play an excellent game
of hockey if they really pull together
as a team and don’t need to rely on

individual skills to achieve a positive
performance.
The girls continued to train and play the
rest of the season with an excellent
attitude and although there were a
limited number of wins the whole team
learnt a lot about their own individual
performances and working together as a
team. Kerri-Ann Turton, really an U14
player, aided Megan Furse and Peggy
Kirkwood in attack where the three
of them often out witted a number of
opposing defenders with impressive
stick work. In defence, Ezmay Jopling
and Katie Kingsland had a tough time
against some physically bigger and
stronger attacking players; however they
both deserve recognition for their high
levels of commitment and determination
throughout all their matches.
Other keys players who deserve credit
for their dedication to the team were
Hannah Clarke, Ellen Chamberlain,
India Martin and Victoria Wickett. The
girls have learnt a lot from their matches
this season and will move into the
first team squad next year, where I am
confident the majority of them will be
key players in what will be a young but
potentially strong 1st XI.

U14s Hockey
The U14’s hockey season was very
successful, losing just two of their
matches all term in a tournament,
against Holsworthy and West Buckland.
All the girls within the team worked very

hard during matches and it is clear to see
that their training paid off, as each of the
players’ individual skills have greatly
improved. At the start of the season the
girls were struggling to even hit the ball,
but by the end they were even lifting the
ball into the back of the goal.
Katie Trask in particular developed an
excellent hit, which was consistent in
every game, enabling her to score many
goals for the team. Their best
performance was definitely against
Blundells, where they displayed great
skill and determination to win, and
despite the score being 0-0 at the end,
the Shebbear girls were the dominant
side with Kerri-Ann Turton and Katie
Trask working brilliantly together. We
had so many fantastic opportunities, but
unfortunately we always just missed the
goal!
Throughout the season Kerri-Ann was
a consistently strong player, with her
dribbling of the ball being her strongest
asset; she has often played up for the
U15’s. Chloe Law and Ailis Prowse
worked hard in defence, especially
against Plymouth, where we had another
tough game. They kept the pressure up
on the opposition and passed excellently
out to the wings, preventing Plymouth
from scoring. Again the score ended 0-0
which was great for the team.
The tournament which we had just after
half term was a bit of a disappointment
for the girls. In our group we had
Kingsley and Holsworthy. Against
Kingsley the girls were fearless as they
had played them previously and won

easily, and as expected we won.
However, our second game against
Holsworthy was very different. The team
appeared to have lost their focus, and
they allowed Holsworthy to win 3-0.
Consequently, we didn’t qualify for the
final round.
All in all the team have been great and
worked very hard throughout the season.

U13s Hockey
This year’s hockey season got off to a
very slow start. The U13’s didn’t start
playing fluent, skilful hockey until
relatively close to the end of term.
Overall, the girls have struggled with
decision making during games with
very few people wishing to take any
responsibility on the pitch.
The girls played their best hockey in
the match against Bude Haven, achieving
a 2-0 victory. Two fantastic goals came
from Storm Cockroft and Emily
Dunn. They also managed to win
their second game 1-0, the goal came
from Olivia Morris. The girls played
really well and the defence was strong.
Shebbear under 13s also faced Plymouth
College. The team showed good skills
but were unable to score a goal past
the quick skilful feet of the Plymouth
College’s goal keeper.
In the following game against Blundell’s,
most of the girls played up a year and
despite the best efforts from our girls

Blundell’s were the stronger side, the end
result being 9-0.
Well done girls for your good effort
despite the fact that luck was just not on
your side sometimes.

U12s Hockey
The U12 hockey team completed their
first hockey season with great results
too. The team had a mix of experienced
players to people who had never held a
hockey stick in their life. The team has
put in a lot of effort towards skills and
teamwork. Every individual had their
own goal to the hockey season and many
achieved them which show that there are
quick learners in this year group.
Results:
v Blundells won 5-1
v West Buckland drew 2-2
v Bude lost 2-1
v Plymouth won 2-1
The team progressed throughout the
season with Tabby Kirkwood, Lucy
Taylor and Niamh Martin being the
main goal scorers. Tessa Warby was
excellent at holding a strong defence
with either Connie Bromhead or
Nadia Blaskiewicz being very strong
goalkeepers. Olivia Hill, Hana Fletcher,
and Ellie Bird took it in turns in being
very good wing players running up to
the goal to score.The whole year of girls
has a very promising group that will
probably do very well in following years
at Shebbear College.

Boys’ Hockey
In only our second season of Boys’
Hockey at Shebbear College, it is
inevitable that I write not to report on
an unbeaten season, but paint a picture
of our progress so far. Most notably, we
have put out a Boys’ 1st XI hockey side
for the first time in our history and
the college now boasts teams at U12/
U13, U14/U15 and 1st team level. This
addition to our sporting calendar sees
the leadership skills of many of our
unsung heroes hit the pages of this
magazine. Luke Beels gave some
outstanding performances as goalkeeper
with reactions quicker than Usain Bolt.
Our captain, and representative of Bude
Hockey club, Sam Spry, demonstrated
that hockey is more than simply a game
of brute force, but also requires
intelligence, quick-thinking and
composure in front of goal; and Brett
Light showed us how controlled
aggression in defence is vital to making
an effective tackle. With these three,
supported by Harry Greaves causing a
menace in midfield, the side certainly
punched above their weight, even though
they were eventually beaten by West
Buckland.
As we look forward to next season, we
hope to field the same number of teams
and continue to offer boys’ hockey as a
key element of the sporting opportunity
available at Shebbear. After some initial
and expected apprehension about the
game, the boys are showing signs that
they are keen to establish themselves as
a force to be reckoned with, amongst
those more established within the game.
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I would like to take this opportunity to
thank Mr Andrew Arthur for his efforts
in ensuring the teams are well prepared
for match days; I hope his hard work will
soon be rewarded with improved results.

1st Team Netball
It has been a real honour to coach the
first VII netball team this year. There
have been many changes to the team
throughout the season with a number
of U15 players taking on key roles. The
most successful team to date we won 4
out of our 6 matches only losing the two
games by 1 or 2 goals - pretty impressive
considering we played all first team
opposition.
The girls’ opening match against Truro
was the first indication of the high
quality play of which we were capable.
The score 15-all at half time saw the girls
stunned at the speed and intensity of
the match. We lost our way in the third
quarter going down 20-26 but we came
fighting back and the score was neck
and neck, end to end goal to goal. A
very silly incorrect free pass taken by
Shebbear was the turning point of the
game and Truro took the upper hand
in the final minute, not due to their
standard of play but our mistake, going
on to win the game 33-31. We learnt a
valuable lesson that day!
Next the girls managed to get a
comfortable, impressive win over
Kingsley 31-6. All players gave 100%
effort and although the game was never
a struggle, the defence, Elizabeth Trask

and Anna Cherrington should be
commended at how strongly they kept
Kingsley’s attack away from the ball.
The match against Blundells however
was a different story. Although being
slightly ahead in the first three quarters
we began to tire in the last 10 minutes
allowing the opposition to close the
gap to 22 all. Some superb shooting
under pressure from Grace Beal and
Louise Way, parents’ positive shouts of
encouragement from the balcony, the
rest of the team giving everything they
could give to beat this Blundells team,
saw the girls strive to what had to be the
most deserved victory of all, 26-24 on
the final whistle.
The Plymouth match was more
interesting and indeed more physical
than most netball matches. Shebbear
went in positively after a long journey
but, feeling rather lethargic, struggled
to find their usual rhythm. Then after 5
mins the two shooters Peggy Kirkwood
and Grace Beal collided, resulting in one
being unable to play and the other playing
with a slightly sore head! After a shuffle
around, the team went on to play in
crisis mode and were 29-25 ahead going
into the last quarter. However we just
could not keep up the pace and lost the
match 37-38 which was a real shame,
as the whole team played superbly in
unfamiliar positions and were also
carrying an injured player.
The final highlight to the season was
the match against Kelly College. Having
come back from Barbados, the U15
girls were very fired up ready to take
on a consistently strong team. The star

player in this match without a shadow
of a doubt was Ezmay Jopling. Having
not played in the first team before,
her determination and commitment
as goal defence throughout the whole
game was absolutely superb and she
should be highly commended on this.
However, she could not win the game
alone and some great centre court play
from Bethany Miles and Megan Furse,
consistent shooting again from Grace
and Louise saw the girls win the match
41-36, a fantastic end to the season.
For Louise Way and Miffy Cheng, a
superb way to finish their netball career
at Shebbear College before they move on
to university next year; they have both
been a big part of the team over the last
two years and will be sorely missed.
Squad: Louise Way, Grace Beal,
Anna Cherrington, Meg Furse, Peggy
Kirkwood, Elizabeth Trask, Miffy Cheng,
Ezmay Jopling and Bethany Miles.

2nd Team Netball
The 2nd netball team have had a
great season and they have shown
great improvement in both their
performances and attitudes towards
training throughout the season. At the
beginning of the term the girls struggled
to gel as a team, and from their very first
match against Truro to their last game
against Kelly, the difference in their
performance was fantastic. Their skills
and control over their movements were
far stronger, showing how hard they
worked. The match against Truro was

disappointing for the girls as they were
only able to score 1 goal throughout the
match, so despite the best efforts of the
defenders the final score was 1 – 56 to
Truro.

determination and lots of positivity
coming from each of them. Lizzie Trask
had a hard job, playing against a tall
opponent, but she took the challenge on
well and Kelly were definitely unsettled.

Laura Wood had a particularly successful
season and she also displayed a very
consistent performance during all the
matches. At GA she had to play a very
important link between the centre court
players and Charlotte Wade the GS. Her
movement and passes were an asset to
the team. This was particularly noticeable
in their victory against Kingsley, where the
score was 16-5 to Shebbear.

The first half of the game was very
closely contested with nothing between
the teams, but unfortunately the girls got
tired and began to make mistakes! This
enabled Kelly to take the lead, the final
score being 23 – 11 to Kelly.

Unfortunately, Kingsley was to be the
only victory for the girls as all their
remaining matches proved to be very
difficult. They lost 35-8 to Blundells and
35-12 to Bude. However, despite these
figures, the Shebbear girls deserve a lot
of credit, as although they were losing,
they still fought hard. Polly Jopling proved
to be a great captain, enthusing the girls
to keep working, whilst at the same time
working hard in centre court.
Lauren Rogerson also played some
brilliant games at Wing Defence, her
ability to time her movements enabling
her to make some very important
interceptions, regaining possession when
Shebbear needed the ball.
The best performance of the season
by far was in the last match. They
played at home against Kelly College,
and desperately wanted to win and
gain another victory. Things looked
promising as they started off with great

All in all, I think the team should be
very proud of what they achieved and
hopefully they will be able to progress
and improve their skills even further
next season.

U15s Netball
The U15s playing as a school team on a
Saturday have been very disjointed this
year with 2 of the key players playing
in the first VII and others moving up
to cover injury. However, as an U15
team training for the upcoming tour
to Barbados in the half term, they were
outstanding.
In their first match against Truro, the
girls took a while to get into the usual
rhythm of fluent play as Victoria Wickett
and Jessica Lambert took on the role
of playing in defence. Hannah Clarke,
a new centre, adapted well to her new
surroundings but the newly formed team
struggled in the first quarter, going 5
goals down. They fought back in the
second quarter which surprised Truro
and the score was neck and neck at half

time. However we struggled to keep up
the high standard throughout the whole
match and eventually lost the game
26/32.
The following game against Kingsley
saw the original team back together and
although the game was only played for
half the time, due to the icy conditions,
the magic had returned to the team and
they notched up an impressive 17/9 win
in 20 minutes.
The tour to Barbados was definitely the
highlight of all the U15s netball careers
so far. The most successful team of the
tour saw them win two of their four
matches, losing one match by one goal
and the other to the Barbados U19s
international team. The girls, through
their preparation, training, performance
and conduct whilst abroad, really
highlighted what a fantastic bunch of
girls we have in our 4th year. They were
a real credit to the college, the PE
department, their parents and most
importantly to themselves. Well done to
all who participated in the trip; it was a
real pleasure!
After plenty of training over the half
term the U15s then took on Kelly. A
mixture of U15s and U14s played a
strong Kelly side but they were no match
for a confident, well-drilled Shebbear
team who won the game 19/11.
The final match against Budehaven
was a walk over for the girls. The
original Barbados team back together
saw an easy win of 31/22. Overall, an
impressive season for the U15s and
although the team swapped and changed
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for every match all the squad deserve
credit for what they achieved this year.
Well done girls! I look forward to
coaching you next year where you will
all be competing for a place in the 1st
VII.

U14s Netball
It was a very short Netball season for the
U14 Netball team, with relatively few
matches. After a difficult and disjointed
start as a team the girls finally pulled
themselves together and began to play
decent netball.
As the team began to take training more
seriously they improved their skills
on the court and this soon reflected in
their matches. They fought hard to win,
gaining victories over Budehaven and
Kingsley.
The team was: Katie Trask (GS), Emily
Dunn (GA), Phoebe Willis-Butcher
(WA), Chloe Law (C), Frankie Stevens
(WD), Kerri Ann Turton (GD), Maddie
Burnard (GK), Martha Johnstone (sub)

U13s Netball
The U13’s season really struggled to gain
any momentum. Trying to get into their
stride their first match was an extremely
challenging one against a strong and
physical Truro side. Losing this match
heavily was not the start they wanted!
The girls put in a fine performance in
their match against Plymouth College
and yet let the game slip through their

fingers in the last quarter. The team’s
finest performance was during the
Kingsley game which the girls won by 17
goals. The U13’s saw their game improve
over the season.

The team were: Lucy Taylor, Tabby
Kirkwood, Niamh Martin, Olivia Hill,
Tessa Warby, Ellie Bird, Meg Law and
two subs who played Alice Footitt and
Nadia Blaskiewicz.

2nd Team Rounders

There is much potential in this team. If
they can lift and maintain their spirit
and show a positive attitude towards
training and matches they should be able
to have a better season next year.

1st IX Rounders

Unfortunately, there wasn’t time for any
more fixtures due to exams.

U12s Netball
The U12 netball got off to a smashing
start with a very strong team indeed
with their first match v Truro College.
This was a tough match aswell as their
first match being away but somehow
with teamwork and enthusiasm the first
match was won 9-2 to Shebbear.
All throughout the netball season the
U12s kept on winning with two big wins
under their belts; Kelly College they won
8-7 and Plymouth College they won 7-4.
Other wins are:
Won Torrington 17-6
Won Kingsley
24-3
Won Budehaven 9-3
Only two losses are:
Lost Blundells
22-4
Lost St josephs 10-9
Another great success for the team was
the netball tournament that took place.
The team did very well by beating some
very good schools. In the end, the team
came 2nd behind West Bucklands very
strong team.

Due to the nature of the term the girls
only played three matches and won
two of them. Their first match against
Kingsley was played on the first day back
of the summer term and saw the girls
romp to an easy victory 13/7.
Against Bude the girls were a little
apprehensive as half the opposition were
boys! However they got stuck in and
after some strong hitting by Bethany
Miles the girls found themselves 8½/5
up after the first half. In the second half
our concentration lapsed a little in our
fielding and we allowed Bude to score
9 rounders but some strong hitting
this time by Kerry Dunn saw Shebbear
also score 9, going on to win the match
17½/14.
Against Kelly however we were not quite
so fortunate, a strong first half saw us
ahead 4 ½ /4 but we made some very
silly mistakes in our fielding where we
allowed the opposition the score 8 and
we only managed to notch up 5½, losing
the match 10/12. However a positive
season overall, the girls always enjoy
their rounders season and the pupils we
say good bye to this year commented
on how they will probably never play
another competitive game of rounders
again, which they felt was a shame as
they ‘loved’ the game!

The Rounders season for the 2nd team
consisted of just three games, which
were against Bude, Kingsley and Kelly.

Our first game against Bude came as a
bit of a shock when we realised they had
a strong team which included several
male members, as they were being
assessed for exams. Already put off by
the opposition, the girls made some silly
mistakes and weren’t quite focused on
the game eventually losing by 13½ - 1½.
The next games against Kingsley and
Kelly were much more successful,
with the most significant victory being
against Kelly where they won a thrilling
match 10½ - 9½.
Lauren Rogerson produced some great
hits scoring 3 rounders for the team.
Other members of the team were Rose
Frith, Laura Wood, Harriet Thomas,
Charlotte Wade, Lizzy Kneebone, Abbie
Nicholson and Amy Thompson.

U15s Rounders
Due to the nature of the summer term
the girls only played 4 rounders matches.
However, it was a very positive season
for the girls winning three of the four
games. Against Bude there was a great all
round performance from the whole team
and we took a quick lead in the first half
of 7-4, some superb hits from Peggy

Kirkwood and India Martin contributing
greatly. In the second half some strong
fielding by Megan Furse saw Bude only
go onto score 2 more rounders. Final
score Shebbear 12, Bude 6.

U14s Rounders

Next we came up against Kelly but some
silly mistakes in our fielding saw the
score 10-8 in Kelly’s favour at half time.
The girls pulled themselves together in
the second half and managed to restrict
the Kelly team to 18 rounders. Our
batting was stronger but we had just left
it too late and ran out of balls, losing the
match 16½ to 18.

The girls took a beating against Kelly
College losing 26½ - 5½, but even in the
second innings, when they were already
trailing by a considerable margin, they
didn’t give up. There was some excellent
fielding from Katie Trask who played
bowler, and also from Emily Dunn who
played on second post.

Against Kingsley the girls pulled out all
the stops, taking a very quick lead in
the first innings, we managed through
excellent fielding to get all the Kingsley
players out in 20 balls. The second half
was just as positive and with Anna
Cherrington hitting the ball so hard it
rolled off the edge of the pitch, we went
on to secure a victory of 16½-4.
The final match saw the team come up
against Holsworthy. Katie Kingsland
was the impressive batter in this
match, helping to secure an impressive
11 rounders in the first half. Some
impressive bowling from Ezmay Jopling,
accurate throws from Peggy Kirkwood
as back stop to Hannah Clarke at first
post and consistent catching from Ellen
Chamberlain at second, saw the girls go
onto win the match 19½-6½. Well done
to all the girls who played this year.

Due to the short summer term and lots
of other activities taking place, the U14s
only played three fixtures.

Unfortunately, the team also had a very
difficult game against Kingsley, losing
23 ½ - 9. However, it was a great game
for Kerri- Ann Turton who scored 4
rounders for the team with her left
handed hit! Martha Johnstone also
scored 3 rounders.
The team finally secured their first and
only victory of the season when they
played Holsworthy. The girls went out
with great determination and a real
effort to win the game. The final score
was 13 ½ - 7, with Katie Trask being
top scorer. However, they really put
pressure on Holsworthy with their
fielding, and in the second innings they
skilfully managed to dismiss six of the
Holsworthy players. Other members of
the team were Francesca Stevens, Phoebe
Willis-Butcher, Ailis Prowse, Hebe Wang,
Maddy Burnard and Chloe Law.
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U13s Rounders
The U13s had a very successful summer
season, losing just two of their five
matches. The girls showed great
enthusiasm and team work which was
really noticeable in their performances.
With a few positional changes made,
due to new additions to the team, the
girls adapted quickly for their first game.
They beat Bude (15-6 ½), St Josephs
(10½- 5) and Holsworthy (19 ½ -9).
West Buckland and Kelly College were
once again our strongest opponents, and
despite some great play and fantastic
hits, the girls were unable to score the
rounders they needed.
Kay Parker improved greatly throughout
the season, and as the backstop she
played a vital role in getting some
players out. Her passing to 1st base was
much better in the later games and
between her and Emily Dunn they
managed to stump quite a few players.
Kay had her greatest game against St
Josephs where she caught out three of
the players.
Harriet Squire, Olivia Morris and Abby
Selwyn worked very hard in deep field
especially against West Buckland where
they had lots of big hitters. Storm
Cockroft and Meaghan Ryder-Green
also had a fantastic partnership and
worked really well together, making
some important decisions for the team.
All round a very positive year for the
U13’s and I am sure, had Kingsley and

Torrington not cancelled the fixtures,
the girls would have had two more well
deserved victories!

U12s Rounders
A positive season this year for the U12
Shebbear rounders team, winning four
out of their six matches. The girls’
strength lay in their very strong fielding
skills where Lucy Taylor, not only a
strong reliable bowler, but also a great
interceptor of balls hit by the batters, was
outstanding. Her quick throws to Niamh
Martin at first post, meant a number
of girls were stumped out on their first
ball. Tabby Kirkwood as backstop saw
that if anyone missed a hit they were
out at first post by consistently throwing
fast, accurate balls that often left the
opposition walking away holding their
head in despair.
Great catching by our deeps, Anna
Bennett and Alice Footitt saw us more
often than not strive to victory.
Memorable matches were against Bude
where the girls notched up a fantastic 17
½ rounders only allowing Bude to score
½, and against Kelly College where the
girls’ fielding skills were outstanding in the second innings they got 7 of the
Kelly girls out on their first ball and the
2 remaining on their second ball, the
fastest played innings I have ever known!
However, we did not win the match as
we struggled to make contact with the
ball and our hitting technique needs
some serious attention next year.

Overall a great summer term and the girls
should be proud of what they achieved.
The team was: Lucy Taylor, Tabby
Kirkwood, Niamh Martin, Tessa Warby,
Meg Law, Amy Brimacombe, Ellie
Bird, Alice Footitt and Anna Bennett.
Reserves, Olivia Hill, Hana Fletcher,
Nadia Blaskiewicz, Minnie Alexander
and Beth Tiner.
Results:
Won:
Lost:
Won:
Lost:
Won:
Won:

Holswortthy 12½ to 2½
West Buckland 9½ to 12 ½
Bude 17½ to ½
Kelly 15 to 9½
St Joseph’s 15 to 4
Torrington 13½ to 5

1st XV Rugby

The coach shuffled onto the park to be
met by James Adams, whose enthusiasm
and fitness shone brighter than the sun,
“What do you want to do first sir?” Here
was a man of action, confident in his
ability and wanting to lead – I appointed
him Captain and told him to get them fit
and so off they went. The best decision
of the season had already been made. I
was smug.
The following day a bigger squad met
– 22 combatants took to the field and
left, somewhat shattered, 3 hours later
having awoken their bodies from their
life of summer holiday slumber. Captain
and coach watched and listened with
satisfaction as the squad departed tired
and moaning, yet very much together as
a team.

The email dropped into my folder
quietly yet had my heart pumping as
I read the question – “ Is there any
pre-season training sir?” It hit home; I
suddenly realised that I was out of my
depth.

Just over a week later, after much
preparation and team bonding, the team
travelled to Exeter School for the opening
game of the season. The weather smiled;
it was a glorious morning as the whistle
blew to start the match.

Mr Bray had, unfortunately, due to
family bereavement and illness, left for
Northern climes, leaving me as stand-in
coach for the 1st XV for the forthcoming
season. This question was the start and
from here on in there was no going back.
My one-fingered typing simply replied
“Yes”. So it began.

Straight from the kick off it was clear that
the boys were well motivated as the
forwards drove deep into the opposition
half and supplied quick ball to the backs
who ran with purpose and some speed
only to be squeezed into touch 5 yards
short of the try line. This opening
flourish set the pattern for the first half –
Shebbear attacking and Exeter defending
resolutely.

The sun shone on the 14 rugby players
who met on Tower Field 5 days before
school started. Not an awe-inspiring
response but better than I had expected.

After 15 minutes James Adams, leading
as a captain should, burst through a few
tackles and scored in the corner. This

was quickly followed by another try
from Dan Furse to give Shebbear a 10
point lead. Ahead and feeling confident,
our game began to flow; forwards and
backs began to play in harmony, rucks
were hit hard and training ground
moves were executed by the centres.
Exeter were struggling to contain our
attacks and so it was that some 10
minutes before half time James Adams
went in for his second try; Timmy Ames
was successful with the conversion. Nick
Hocking, our small, retiring prop and
surprisingly quick over one yard, used
this pace to score our fourth try some 3
minutes later. 22- 0 up. Exeter however
had not given up and when we tried to
run out of defence we lost possession in
the tackle and handed a try in the corner
to a very agile winger. Half time 22-5.
The second half was a much more equal
contest, our forwards tired and, as a
consequence, we lost our domination of
possession. Exeter probed our defensive
capabilities out wide, only to be hit by
some hard-hitting tackles from Dan
Buckland, Andrew Collier and Dan
Furse and yet it was they that scored
first. 22 – 10. The game was back in the
balance or at least it was until Lucas
Bland, flanker cum any position, showed
his twinkle-toed running to score after
a somewhat circuitous route to the try
line and with the conversion by Timmy
Ames successful, Shebbear completed
the game’s scoring. A win 29-10 and
thoroughly deserved.
We were heroes – well, for today.
Kelly College were the first guests

welcomed to the hallowed ground that
is Tower Field. Always a tough encounter,
we had trained hard and mentally
prepared ourselves for the fray, but
were unfortunately second best in all
departments on yet another glorious
Saturday. Whilst we had dominated
Exeter upfront the previous week we
were now very much being given a
lesson in how to hit rucks and organise
strong rolling mauls; we spent much
of the half tackling and scrambling in
defence.
Kelly quickly stole a two try lead, both
converted from in front of the posts,
taking them to 14 – 0 within the first 20
minutes of the game.
We staunched the flow and even won
some quick ball, allowing our backs to
push close to the Kelly line, only to be
held up in the in goal area. Our
scrummaging failed to secure the ball
and we found ourselves quickly back
into our defensive mode, allowing two
further tries and a penalty before half
time which saw us trail 29 – 0.
Coaching is sometimes difficult, the game
was lost and no words could change the
course of the afternoon. In such situations
you call upon team spirit and ask for
pride and continued effort to save some
respect. Hearts willing we took to the
second half with renewed vigour and
scored first, through a try from Dan
Buckland.
The Kelly team responded midway
through the remaining 35 minutes with
two quick tries, one each from their

continued
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forwards and backs. The game was now
losing shape as both sides wilted in the
afternoon sun, the quick pace of the
game taking its toll mostly upon the
forwards, and with all replacements on
the field our fresh legs began to ruck
with a sense of urgency and provide
our backs with early ball. Finally we
began to dominate and with 5 minutes
left Timmy Ames scored our second try
but failed to make the conversion. The
final whistle was welcomed by a tired
and sore Shebbear XV, defeated by an
excellent Kelly side 10 – 46.
Battered and bruised, Monday’s practice
was a sombre affair. Honest appraisal of
our weaknesses and shortcomings gave
impetus to our training: we had just two
days before hosting Exeter College in the
Daily Mail National Cup; it wasn’t long
enough.
We took to the field with a resolute
attitude and a mantra of make your
tackles and hit the rucks. Exeter College
were big, experienced and well drilled
and it showed. Scoring 3 tries in the first
half and 2 converted in the second they
won the game 29-0. I couldn’t have been
prouder.
The lads tackled themselves to a
standstill: Matt Underwood and James
Adams in particular stood tall, as we
continued to throw ourselves into
stemming a one-way tide. It was a game
where those in the 5th Form grew up
and showed their mettle. We left the field
beaten but not cowed; we had proved we
could stand up to the physical demands
of the game and came away with a

growing confidence in our doggedness
to succeed.
Truro away is a game I and the team
would like to forget. Taking to the
field, we were confident that this would
be a turning point in the season. We
dominated the early exchanges against
a bigger Truro side and were rewarded
with a try from James Adams after 15
minutes to take a 5-0 lead.
It was against the run of play then when,
from the back our ruck, the opposition
scrum half picked up the ball, in front
of an incredulous Dan Curtis, and
scampered over for a try. Despite
questions to the referee about the offside
law, the arm was raised and the try
recorded and converted. Losing 5-7.
It was the start of some mysterious
referee decisions that both I and the
Truro coach found difficult to understand
until it became clear this was his first
game as a referee – explained to us by
his assessor who was watching the match
and the ref ’s decisions. It was, agreed
by all, unfortunate as the game quickly
descended into farce as the laws of the
game became inconsequential, since
both sets of players began to write their
own code and proceeded to play to it.
Knock-ons were not recognised, nor
offside nor forward passes. Half time
came with Shebbear leading 12 -10,
courtesy of a further converted try by
Buckland and Ames respectively and
an offer, to the assessor, that the Truro
coach referee the second half. Offer
declined, chaos ruled, Shebbear lost

12 – 24 and both sets of players became
increasingly frustrated to the point that
all were glad when the final whistle blew.
Apologies from the Truro coach and
agreement that this was best forgotten.
So it is – just...
Next to visit Tower Field were local
rivals Kingsley School, a local derby
full of passion and amiable rivalry. The
Coach, unable to be in attendance due
to having to visit Hong Kong (it’s a hard
life) handed control over to the wily fox
that is Mr Andy Bryan having left clear
direction – James Adams is in control –
and so it was.

possession to the backs for the winger to
go over after 15 minutes.

easy conversion and we were once again
behind 21 – 19.

having revelled in beating West Buckland
they had a taste for more.

The conversion followed, we trailed by
7 – 0. Our reply was swift and within
6 minutes we were back level after a
scintillating move that started from
within in our own 25 metre line and
concluded with a try between the posts.
7 – 7. Game on.

It is a testament to our team spirit that
our heads never went down; we
continued to play with confidence
and kicked for position, pinning West
Buckland in their own 22 metre area.

Unfortunately, the game against Kingsley
on November 10th was the last match
played for the remainder of the term.

No further scores were added before half
time but advantage was with Shebbear
whose desire to make the tackle and
willingness to compete at the breakdown
was slowly beginning to dominate
possession and field position.

The boys, very much motivated by a
desire to be able to hold their heads high
in their own backyard, delivered a
commanding performance to win
67-6, scoring 11 tries of which 6 were
converted. James Adams, having
substituted himself, assisted Mr Bryan in
orchestrating a satisfying victory whilst
playing all the squad in attendance. It
was a confidence boost before the next
game; another local derby away to West
Buckland School.

The second half was no less vibrant than
the first. Again West Buckland struck
first, taking a 14-7 lead somewhat
against the run of play but capitalising
on a few uncharacteristic errors
in defence. No panic and steady
concentration saw us make a good
response through some very powerful
pick and goes from the back of the ruck
concluding in a short range try from
Nick Hocking. The conversion missed
and so we narrowed the gap to 2 trailing
12 – 14.

Game plan in place and with confidence,
we travelled to play against our keenest
rivals. Right from the start it was obvious
that both sides were desperate to win,
each breakdown was keenly contested,
the tackles unforgiving and the intensity
of the game incredibly high. The tension
was palpable. West Buckland drew first
blood, scoring after persistent pressure
from the forwards, giving clean

The game continued to ebb and flow;
West Buckland looked dangerous with
ball out wide whilst our forwards had
control upfront. It was in the balance
and it tipped our way when from a
lineout we drove over to score a
converted try to go ahead 19 – 14.
West Buckland, defiant in duress,
refused to lie down and with some 5
minutes left scored between the posts, an

Had we had a kitchen sink it would
have been used - fortunately we had
our forwards, Luke Beels, Chris White
and Nick Hocking, collectively the front
row, who were immense, as were all
the forwards and it was they that won a
series of rucks in front of the opposition
posts seconds before the final whistle.
Quick ball from Dan Curtis to Timmy
Ames, a flashing boot applied to a dropped
ball and the drop kick sailed between the
posts – 3 points, the final whistle, the
win 22 -21. An epic victory. The coach
was exhausted. It was obvious how the
lads felt.
Half term came next, time to recuperate
and recover from injuries. Time for Nick
Seccombe to get his shoulder back in,
Matt Underwood to rest his, for Hin to
have his foot seen to and so it went; not
quite a collapsing side but not far off.
Our return to school also brought a
return fixture against Kingsley School.
Same venue, same result, same lack
of coach (this time in Windsor) same
replacement coach and almost the same
score.
The boys were looking forward to seeing
out the rest of the season undefeated;

The match against Plymouth College
and return matches against Kelly College
and West Buckland fell foul to English
weather which decided to snow heavily
prior to each of the fixtures. A fizzle of a
finish to the season, of which the
highlight was our victory away at West
Buckland.
Thank you lads, one and all, for putting
up with an old timer and for giving him
the most fun for a long time.
Team: Hin Ng, Luke Beels, Chris White,
Nick Hocking, Jack Alford, Jason Wang,
Matt Underwood, Luke Stock, Brett
Light, James Adams, Lucas Bland,
Nick Seccombe, Dan Curtis, Richard
Dymond, Timmy Ames, Dan Buckland,
Andrew Collier, Gabriel Setiawan,
Dan Furse, Jack Cherrington, Sam
Ellerington, Hector Medlicott, Robert
Chapman and Matthew Dymond.

U14s Rugby
It was a privilege to coach the U14 Rugby
team this year. There were some low
moments (unfortunately) but there were
many excellent battling performances,
none more so than the win away to Kelly
College, which ended on a different
pitch to the one the match was started
playing on!

continued
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That game saw two outstanding tries
scored one demonstrating raw strength
and pace, the other pace, guile and some
excellent side steps. Sadly, Bailey Miles
after scoring that great try suffered quite
a serious injury and after a considerable
delay the boys pulled together and came
from behind to win the match. Sadly
the season was cut short due to the cold
snap for much of November, but the
boys did well and it bodes well for the
future, there are some very talented boys
in the team. Well done!

U13s Rugby
Once again, it has been a difficult season
for the U13 rugby team but their team
spirit and effort cannot be faulted.
The side has certainly improved, since
the even more difficult season of 200910 at U12 level and the team cohesion is
better than ever before.
Ably led by Oliver Dallyn and Ross
Bennett, both the forwards and backs are
proving that, with hard work, anything is
possible and in a small close-knit group
of players, even the less experienced
are showing promise. The tackling of
Solomon Baker and the drive to go
forward of Thomas Hughes and Henry
Pillman, is raising the standards of those
around them and I am sure it will not
be long before the side achieve more
impressive results against the likes of
Kelly and West Buckland.
The most impressive thing of all is the
side’s ability to bounce back from defeat,
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an attribute that teaches us all how to
approach disappointment.
Keep up the hard work team ... nobody
can take that away from you.

U12s Rugby
The U12 played just four matches in
their first term at Shebbear, the weather
causing several cancellations.
Though they lost all of their games,
against Mount House, Truro School,
Plymouth College and West Buckland,
some positives can be taken from the
season and the closeness of the last two
matches reflected the progress which the
boys had made.
Worthy of mention are Nathan Fouche,
who tackled fearlessly throughout the
season, Tom Squire, who showed some
promise at fly-half, Mark Withecombe,
who used his strength to good effect
on a number of occasions, and the two
Harrys, Scambler and Dymond, who
always gave of their best whatever the
score.

Basketball

were played out by all. The U15 team
struggled all season with a heavy defeat
at West Buckland and a narrow loss
away to Kingsley. The U16s fared a little
better losing in a high scoring game to
West Buckland 47-17 but beating
Kingsley 26-18.
The most positive performances came
from our 1st V who beat Kingsley on
two occasions; 21-15 and 23-16. A
weakened side then unfortunately lost
their first game for many years, against
West Buckland, 21-14. The good news is
that with typical Shebbearian spirit, they
later redeemed themselves in their final
ever match against West Buckland, to
draw 18-18 in an exciting and adrenaline
filled encounter. The outstanding
performance of the night came from
captain Jacky Yeung who top scored with
12 points.

Read our Barbados Sports Tour report on pages 82 and 83

I would like to take this opportunity to
thank all those who have given their
unwavering commitment to representing
Shebbear basketball over the years. Many
of you I am sure will continue to enjoy
the game and all that it offers. I hope you
will all keep fond memories of away days,
team spirit and of course … late teas!

And so we reach an end of an era for
basketball at Shebbear College, for at
least the foreseeable future. With fewer
and fewer schools putting out teams and
many of our stalwart basketball players
moving on to other adventures, fixtures
will cease for the time being. Results for
all our teams were mixed in this final
reckoning, but some exciting matches
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Results
Event

1st

2nd

3rd

Event

1st

2nd

3rd

Junior Boys 100m
Junior Girls 100m
Inter Boys 100m
Inter Girls 100m
Senior Boys 100m
Senior Girls 100m
Junior Boys 200m
Junior Girls 200m
Inter Boys 200m
Inter Girls 200m
Senior Boys 200m
Senior Girls 200m
Junior Boys 400m
Junior Girls 300m
Inter Boys 400m
Inter Girls 300m
Senior Boys 400m
Senior Girls 300m
Junior Boys 800m
Junior Girls 800m
Inter Boys 800m
Inter Girls 800m
Senior Boys 800m
Senior Girls 800m
Junior Boys 1500m
Junior Girls 1500m
Inter Boys 1500m
Inter Girls 1500m
Senior Boys 1500m
Senior Girls 1500m
Junior Boys Long Jump
Junior Girls Long Jump

O.Dallyn
M.Ryder-Green
M.Haley
K-ATurton
M.Underwood
L.Way
O.Dallyn
M.Ryder-Green
J.Bickly
E.Chamberlain
D.Furse
L.Way
R.Bennett
M.Ryder-Green
S.Westlake
K-ATurton
M.Underwood
L.Way
T.Routley
O.Morris
J.Forshaw
J.Chalmers
A.Collier
C.Nielson
O.Dallyn
O.Morris
J.Forshaw
J.Chambers
N.Seccombe
C.Nielson
O.Dallyn
E.Bird

S.Grigg
O.Morris
M.Crowhurst
E.Chamberlain
G.Setiawan
B.Miles
J.Hibben
A.Footitt
M.Haley
K.Kingsland
S.Conybeer
B.Miles
J.Hibben
A.Bennett
J.Blaskiewicz
M.Furse
N.Seccombe
C.Nielson
R.Bennett
A.Bennett
G.Baker
M.Furse
N.Seccombe
C.Cheng
T.Routley
T.Warby
B.Miles
M.Burnard
L.Bland
A.Thompson
S.Baker
L.Taylor

T.Vanstone
A.Footitt
S.Westlake
K.Kingsland
L.Bland
L.Wood
S.Baker
L.Taylor
B.Bridgman
A.Cherrington
M.Jones
M.Cheng
A.Crooks
J.McCluskey
H.Cheung
E.Chamberlain
J.Warren
B.Miles
S.Baker
C.Paulger
S.Westlake
L.Chan
R.Dymond
A.Thompson
P.Mahoney
L.Taylor
W.Hill
K.Tong
Rob Rushton-Taylor
H.Thomas
J.Hibben
H.Fletcher

Inter Boys Long Jump
Inter Girls Long Jump
Senior Boys Long Jump
Senior Girls Long Jump
Junior Boys High Jump
Junior Girls High Jump
Inter Boys High Jump
Inter Girls High Jump
Senior Boys High Jump
Senior Girls High Jump
Inter Boys Triple Jump
Inter Girls Triple Jump
Senior Boys Triple Jump
Senior Girls Triple Jump
Junior Boys Shot Put
Junior Girls Shot Put
Inter Boys Shot Put
Inter Girls Shot Put
Senior Boys Shot Put
Senior Girls Shot Put
Junior Boys Javelin
Junior Girls Javelin
Inter Boys Javelin
Inter Girls Javelin
Senior Boys Javelin
Senior Girls Javelin
Junior Boys 4x100m Relay
Junior Girls 4x100m Relay
Inter Boys 4x100m Relay
Inter Girls 4x100m Relay
Senior Boys 4x100m Relay
Senior Girls 4x100m Relay

J.Bickley
K-A.Turton
A.Collier
L.Way
T.Vanstone
L.Taylor
J.Bickley
I.Martin
M.Underwood
L.Way
J.Forshaw
K-A Turton
A.Collier
L.Way
S.Grigg
H.Squire
H.Chibbett
K.Trask
M.Underwood
C.Nelsen
R.Dymond
H.Squire
J.Bickley
A.Cherrington
G.Setiawan
M.Cheng
Ruddle
Way
Thorne
Way
Way
Ruddle

J.Light
I.Martin
G.Setiawan
M.Cheng
R.Bennett
A.Selwyn
T.Cappleman-.Lynes
A.Cherrington
H.Medlicott
E.Trask
M.Crowhurst
I.Martin
G.Setiawan
B.Miles
M.Withecombe
B.Ager
Z.Lewis
P.Kirkwood
J.Ashmore
L.Trask
S.Grigg
B.Ager
H.Chibbett
K.Trask
C.White
C.Nielson
Way
Ruddle
Way
Thorne
Ruddle
Way

B.Miles
K.Kingsland
J.Adams
P.Jopling
W.Cox
T.Kirkwood
G.Baker
H.Clarke
J.Reader
H.Thomas
T.Scantlebury
E.Chamberlain
J.Warren
A.Cherrington
R.Dymond
S.Cockcroft
J.Collins
V.Wickett
N.Hocking
P.Jopling
T.Hughes
A.Brimacombe
G.Baker/T.Cappelman-Lynes
M.Burnard
J.Adams
C.Heveran
Thorne
Disqualified
Ruddle
Ruddle
Thorne
Thorne
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New

Sports Day Records
Boys - Junior
100m
200m

O.Dallyn
O.Dallyn

12.4secs
25.59secs

Girls - Junior
100m
200m
300m
1500m

M.Ryder-Green
M.Ryder-Green
M.Ryder-Green
O.Morris

14.03secs
30.13secs
51.6secs
6.16.12mins

Intermediate
300m
Triple Jump
Javelin

K.A.Turton
K.A.Turton
A.Cherrington

53.00secs
8.20m
22.95m

Senior
100m
200m
Triple Jump
High Jump

L.Way
L.Way
L.Way
L.Way

13.50secs
29.46secs
9.78m
1.55m

Victor & Victrix Ludorum
Junior
Intermediate
Senior
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Victor Ludorum
Oliver Dallyn
Josh Bickley/ Jamie Forshaw
Matt Underwood

Victrix Ludorum
Meaghan Ryder-Green
Kerri-Ann Turton
Louise Way
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Departmental
Reviews
Art
Our boys and girls have all contributed
to a rich display of art work throughout
the Art Department and school which
demonstrates the wide range of talent we
have at the college.
We hope the approach to the Art rooms
invites comment, interest and admiration
from school members and visitors alike.
Our pupils should be justly proud of
their achievements across the age range
with stellar success once again achieved
at GCSE, AS and A Level.
We also enjoy throwing open the Art
rooms and welcoming younger children
from neighbouring schools and, as
eagerly anticipated as ever, our annual
workshop for Primary aged pupils took
place at Shebbear College in April.
Eighteen youngsters from local Junior
schools congregated for a morning of
fun which included throwing paint at
card and creating paper flowers.
The resulting large ‘Matisse’ inspired
mixed-media work was impressive.
The session was run by Head of Art,
Ashley Barlow, and Art teacher, Angela
Lofthouse who were ably assisted by gap
student Sonja.
We were most impressed by the focus
and ability of the children who took part
and who proved to be most competent
artists as well as delightful company.
Their enthusiasm for the project was
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only out done by the relish with which
they pounced on the delicious midmorning snacks provided by the kitchen
and the pride with which the Art works
were presented to parents at the end.
It was a most enjoyable and worthwhile
experience for all concerned and we look
forward to hosting a similar event next
year.

Shebbear pupils also enjoyed an exciting
and rewarding visit to the Broomhill
Sculpture Gardens and the Burton
Museum & Art Gallery where the work
of the celebrated painter and printmaker
Howard Hodgkin was being shown. The
pupils found his expressive use of colour
inspiring, while others were influenced
by the 18th and 19th century North
Devon slip ware pottery.
In addition, 4th Form art pupils entered
a small selection of vibrant paintings
into the North Devon Schools’ Annual
Art Competition and were highly
successful with Catherine Kotarski’s
large painting, radiating the warmth of
summer, taking pride of place.
Art is still alive and well at Shebbear
College!
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English Language,
Literature & Drama
2010 marked an event of personal
significance to me as Head of English:
my youngest son left College, having
been here since the age of three, and
went off to university.
He was one of a small group whose
efforts I am delighted to applaud as this
cohort’s pass rate was 100% (A*- B) and
they gave 100% commitment. They were
excellent students up to the last and
made good efforts all the way through.
Now, I don’t want to linger on their feat
much, except to say that what marked
out this group of English students
particularly was their fearlessness about
reading : they’d read anything and
everything! Their propensity always, I
do mean at all times, was to have at least
one book on the go. Admirable, isn’t it?
This penchant for the written word
definitely gave these pupils an edge.
The capacity for reading gives a reader
access to anything which has already
been revealed by others. And these
readers certainly learned about others’
discoveries. And, oh boy, did they learn
quickly. They could talk and write
about texts, comparing one author to
another to make original comparisons,
because of the breadth of their reading
experience.
Sadly, if one’s reading is limited, so it
follows that one’s ideas are limited also.
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I have a friend who loves books, reads
in a sort of serendipitous manner
without any thought of exam grades or
betterment, but every week she finds
something new (in a book) and when
she is low she will find something (in a
book) to comfort her.
You could, I suppose view books as just
half a pound of paper with squiggles on
each page, but in books there are truths
and worlds and lies and love and birth
and death and gosh, is there anything
that doesn’t exist in a book?
Reading is a basic tool which will help
one’s mental fitness. Reading is to the
mind the equivalent of exercise to the
body, something we all deserve and
need. Reading is worthwhile.

I am sure Mrs Lovett would agree that
there is something creative in reading
that cannot be satisfied by seeing a film
director’s rendering of a story, or the
graphic novel version of a tale: as Angela
Carter has said: “Reading a book is like
re-writing it for yourself. You bring to
a novel …all your experience …your
history and read it in your own terms.”
Books offer us different worlds: worlds
we may never have the opportunity
to live in actually. So, Mr Burnett
apprehends much differently from Miss
O’Shaughnessy, but they may be reading
the self-same novel or poem.
Needless to say, the English department
promotes reading. Mrs Lovett, Miss
O’Shaughnessy and Mr Burnett and I are

delighted that you read and want to read.
Every pupil at Shebbear is encouraged to
read and will, by doing so, stand on the
shoulders of giants, if only momentarily.
Three cheers for reading. Long may it
reign.

The Shakespeare
Workshop
We had the great pleasure in hosting
a day of workshops for our second and
third form pupils by Shakespeare4kidz.
Our guests were met by an apprehensive
group of third form pupils that had
recently studied Macbeth. However, this
apprehension soon gave way to great
vigor as they performed the play through
a series of exercises (Shakespearian
style), drama games and role play.
They demonstrated a comprehensive
knowledge of the play and were able to
consolidate the learning that had taken
place within the three English classes as
one year group.
Our second form pupils had the
opportunity of the introduction to
Macbeth. As the play is currently
studied at third form level this was an
excellent entrance level workshop.
Students were able to take in roles of key
characters and see the play brought to
life using their peers and a combination
of original text and modern language.
Frederick Deneke made an excellent
Macbeth. Students left this workshop

with not only an understanding of the
play but also the belief that Shakespeare’s
language is accessible to all.

Form Four did well in their respective
examinations and I look forward to their
continued success next year.

Each workshop was thoroughly
enjoyable, the students immersed
themselves completely into the session
and Shakespeare4kidz were made to feel
very welcome.
Both Shakespeare4kidz and Shebbear
students commented that they would
hope further workshops would take
place in the future.

Geography
From the sweltering environs of the
Eden project to the wind swept beaches
of North Devon, it has been another
busy year in the Geography department.
The cold snap at the end of the Autumn
term prompted many discussions about
the difference between year to year
weather and climate change and the
relevance of geography in the modern
world, as well as a second success
Icelandic volcano disrupting air travel in
consecutive years.
The new GCSE syllabus was examined
for the first time and, after overcoming
the challenges posed by implementing
controlled assessment, the Fifth Form
achieved some pleasing results, which
was very gratifying.
The A level results were also very
pleasing, particularly Nathaniel Bond’s
excellent grade. The Lower Sixth and
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History

ICT

2010-11 was another successful year for
the History Department.
Not only did we welcome Miss Mann as
a new member of the department but
achieved some excellent results at both
GCSE and A Level.

This year our second computer suite was
relocated to the Bach computer room in
the Music block and transformed with
22 Apple iMac, all-in-one PCs. Music
Technology has been introduced using
the Garage software available on the
Macs.

The Upper Sixth Historians achieved yet
another year of 100% passes at A* - C
and the Lower Sixth did very well in
their AS examinations setting themselves
up for further success at A2.

The room is available for booking as a
resource by any subject department and
the computers will load either as iMacs
or as Windows PCs for work in other
subjects.

In addition to this our 5th Form students
achieved 62.5% A*-B grades and 87.5%
A*- C, our 4th Form also achieved some
outstanding results in the first of their 4
examination modules – we look forward
to further success throughout the
remainder of their course!
As well as success in examinations
activities in the classroom continued to
be creative and fun, with ‘dance off ’
debates, drama productions, the rewriting of ABBA songs about historical
events, First World War songs, artistic
representations of history, cross
curricular links with the Art Department
with portraits of Old Shebbbearians who
died in the First World War, projects on
the historical validity of video games and
selected movies amongst others.
Special thanks ought to go to Mr. Rogers
for organising a joint RS/History Trip
with Form One to Buckfast Abbey,
giving the students the chance to see first
hand how monks live and learn about
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the role of the church and the impact of
the Black Death.
I am very grateful to both the
Headmaster and Miss Mann for their
hard work, creativity and support
throughout the year and look forward to
even more innovative and challenging
lessons in 2011-12.
One of the highlights of the year had to
be the Remembrance Day service and
lesson held in our trench. Kieron Bryan,
an Old Shebbearian, from the Times
Online reported on the evening and
published both an article and a video
film of the evening appearing in the
Times Online.
The video can now be seen at :
http://www.shebbearcollege.co.uk/
departments/history

The new syllabus 2010 ICT GCSE has
been well received, with an up to date
content on mobile communication and
advances in technology. The EDEXCEL
GCSE in ICT is designed to help pupils
become confident users of ICT. There is
a greater emphasis on learning how to
use ICT knowledgeably, effectively and
safely in all aspects of daily life.
The four pieces of coursework have been
replaced with a controlled assessment
which is split into four segments carried
out in lessons; this represents 60% of the
GCSE.
The written examination (40%) covers
digital communications including
mobile phones, types of computers,
Internet safety and the digital divide
across the world. It also looks at
entertainment devices, e-commerce,
making choices to create an effective
working environment and health and
well-being.

For younger pupils www.typingace.
com has been introduced to encourage
important touch typing keyboard skills.
The course allows the student to log in to
monitor their own progress and
promotes accuracy and the ability to
proof read through typing exercises,
tests and games. This has proved to
be very popular, as the course may be
accessed from home as well as in college.

Learning Support
The Learning Support Department
continues to offer support to a diverse
range of pupils.
In the Junior school Mrs Diana Jones
manages the department with her
buoyant exuberance. The pupils under
her charge are nurtured, and grow in
confidence ready to face the challenges of
the Senior school. She continues to
ensure that the pupils in the Junior school
who need that little bit extra, get the best
possible provision. I am deeply indebted
to her.
Classroom assistants Mrs Leeanne
Bennett and Mrs Suzi Willis-Butcher
enable the younger pupils to learn
effectively. Mrs Karen Clarke worked
tirelessly with her young charges to make
a difference to their learning. I know that
their hard work is appreciated by pupils,
parents and staff.
In the Senior school, Mr Matthew Akers,
Mrs Su Burberry, Mrs Kim Franklin and
Mrs Sara Chappell are invaluable as
Learning Support Assistants. They make

a significant difference to the pupils in the
classroom; who look to them for advice,
encouragement and support. Their
achievements are wholly attributable to
the efforts of the support staff.
Pupils struggling with reading fluency
and comprehension are offered help by
using ‘Toe by Toe’ and ‘Stride Ahead.’
Basic Maths concepts are revised using
‘Power of 2’ and pupils needing
handwriting support are following a
course of Kalirobics.
In the senior school some of the 6th form
students assist with the session; learning
that reading can be a challenging task,
and something not to be taken for granted.
Study skills are taught to all pupils in the
first and second year. This forms a basis
for their study habits. They learn about
their brain, memory, learning styles and
thinking skills, all of which should enable
them to revise in a more creative fashion.
All pupils in the Senior school are tested
annually for reading comprehension,
spelling and their writing speed.
Pupils requiring assistance during
examinations are then re-assessed and
receive help to allow them to compete on
a level playing field. Concessions include
reading, scribing, word processing,
prompters, transcriptions and extra time.
These are only given following testing, to
pupils who have a genuine need.
The department is a busy and thriving
part of Shebbear College, helping to raise
the grades of pupils needing support.
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Mathematics
Another exciting year for the maths
department. In March we welcomed
Mrs Cardoo back to the department; she
had been on maternity leave producing
the lovely Alfie. Her maternity cover
person, Mr. Andy Bryan, was a familiar
face to our students; it was an exciting
experience for all parties concerned
to have an English teacher take on the
subject of maths! Many thanks to Mr.
Bryan for holding fort.
As usual we have entered many pupils
into the UKMT Maths Challenges at
Junior, Intermediate and Senior level;
I would like to make special mention
to the following for achieving gold
certificates: Sam Capplemann Lynes,

William Collins, Jason Liu and Lois
Luk. These pupils, plus Jack Honey, were
invited to compete in the next round,
which is called The Olympiad. Special
congratulations go to William Collins
who was awarded a merit, and to Sam,
whose remarkable results at BMO1 and
BMO 11 resulted in his being invited to
attend a residential hard sums course
at Trinity College, Cambridge and also
to Romania, as a member of the IMO
squad, to represent Great Britain in the
Balkans Mathematical Olympiad, at
which he achieved a bronze medal.
We entered the UKMT Senior team
competition again this year and won
making us the county champions! The
team comprised of Matthew Dymond,
Sam Capplemann Lynes, William

Collins and Clara Nielson. We were
invited to the National Final in London;
we had a lovely day, although we didn’t
bring home any cups. The Junior Team
and The Intermediate Teams trained
hard and enjoyed their competitions but
no medals this year!
Otherwise, day to day, we’ve done some
sums, drawn some graphs and we have
all learnt something! The GCSE group
were pushed particularly hard this year
with some pupils sitting three different
maths GCSEs. Well done to Jason, Lois
and Matthew who all achieved two A*s
and an A each! William Collins was
awarded an A at AS Maths two years
early and he has been very helpful in
training up the younger pupils for the
Junior Squad. Many thanks to staff and
pupils alike for all their hard work and
enthusiasm this year.

Modern Foreign
Languages
September heralded two significant
changes in the Modern Languages
department. Firstly, the arrival of a new
teacher, Mlle Hily, a French native from
Brittany, added an extremely welcome
touch of European sophistication and
glamour. She immediately made her
presence felt, setting very high standards
for pupils, and pushing them to achieve
the best they possibly could.
Secondly, the switch from French to
Spanish as the main language on offer
from the first-form has been a
tremendous success, with pupils
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enthusing about the language and
culture.
Examination results in the department
have continued to improve. At GCSE
level, 72% of entries were awarded A*C grades, comparing very favourably
with the national average, particularly
if we consider that in many schools,
language study after the age of fourteen
is optional.
The A* / A rate of 36% (the highest in
the school) was particularly pleasing and
we are exceptionally proud of our pupils’
achievements.
We now look forward to another
enjoyable year bringing European
languages and cultures to the masses; the
department’s trip to Paris in December
2011 will certainly be a highlight, and
there are plans to visit Spain too. Things
European are certainly taking off in rural
North Devon!

Music
It was with sadness that we said our
farewells to Mrs. Tina Bennett our
violin teacher this year and she took
with her our heartfelt thanks for all her
hard work over the years. Her students
have weathered the change and have
transferred to Mrs. Frith who had joined
us earlier. In addition, we have been
joined by Mrs. Lydia Duncan who comes
to us to provide guitar tuition to our
increasing number of guitar pupils in the
lower part of the school.

Over the summer holiday, the Music
Department was reorganised to allow for
a suite of Apple Mac computers to be
housed and for Mr. Alex Duncan to
teach Music Technology to the Third
Form. This course has proved to be
hugely enjoyable and the computers are
certainly worked hard by our Music
Technologists.
Our first musical performance took
place in Lake Chapel where we hosted
a Service which was broadcast on BBC
Radio Devon. This was a most enjoyable
experience and we felt justifiably proud of
our fine choristers. The Girls’ Choir sang
a beautiful rendition of “Sing a Song of
Joy”, the Senior Choir presented Howard
Goodall’s “The Lord is My Shepherd”
and the Junior School gave a spirited
performance of Lloyd Webber’s” I Closed
My Eyes” from the Musical “Joseph”.
The Winter Concert proved to be as
equally uplifting as in previous years.
All our ensembles were given an airing
and it was evident from the challenging
nature of the pieces performed by both
ensembles and soloists that the standards
of musicianship have continued to
improve. Highlights of the evening
included Chris White’s evocative
rendition of Granados’” Andaluza”,
Vincent Yeung’s equally convincing
“Fiesta” by Turina and Leo Michels’
performance of Mendelssohn’s Fantasie
in F# minor.
Gig Night this year was a runaway
success, with fine performances from
all concerned and special mention must
be given to Rebecka Slater-Lyons and

Alex Duncan for all their hard work and
support for their Singing and Guitar
students which helped to make this
evening so much fun.
In the Autumn term we realised that
there were simply too many pieces of
music which deserved a hearing to be
in one sitting and so, in March, those
musicians who wished to, took part in
our first Chamber Concert. This again
proved to be a lovely occasion where
students, mainly from Forms 1-3,
presented their work. It was especially
good to hear Henry Pillman sing “Alma
del Core” by Caldara with such mature
musicality and Angus Crookes’ sprightly
performance of “Sicilienne” and
“Allegro” from Handel’s flute sonata in F
major was most impressive.
Our final musical event, the Summer
Concert was another of those occasions
that sticks in the memory. It was during
this performance that the Senior Choir,
under the tutelage of Mrs. Parker, really
showed what they could do in “New
York, New York”- the sound they
produced was stunning and the words
were perfectly enunciated.
The Flute Ensemble gave us Money,
Money, Money in an arrangement by
Mel Orriss, our flute specialist, and this
was played with real panache. Special
mention must be made of the Saxophone
Ensemble which was rehearsed and led
by Louise Way and the Brass group who
never fail to impress with their mellifluous
sonorities. Huge congratulations are due
to all who took part.
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The Associated Board of the
Royal Schools’ of Music Examination Results
Grade 1
Hannah Beglin
Anna Bennett
Chompoo Thompson
Robyn Marshall
Matilda Tucker
Katie Harris
Minnie Alexander
Kitty Scambler

Grade 3
Piano
Piano
Piano
Piano
Piano
Piano
Clarinet
Piano

Distinction

Merit
Merit
Merit

Grade 2
Benjamin Parker
Distinction
Sam Cook
Minnie Alexander
William Cox
Heather Mathews
Meaghan Ryder-Green
Lucy Taylor
Connie Bromhead
Meaghan Ryder-Green
Emma Dixon
Angus Crookes

Alto Saxophone
Piano
Clarinet
Piano
Piano
Piano
Piano
Flute
Flute
Flute
Flute

Karl Lin
Henry Pillman
Rupert Dymond
Theo Crookes

Piano
Euphonium Distinction
Euphonium
Flute
Merit

Grade 4
Henry Pillman
Beth Tiner
Summer Dunscombe
Ellen Chamberlain
Fredric Selwyn

Euphonium Distinction
Piano
Merit
Piano
Merit
Flute
Tenor Saxophone

Merit

Grade 5

Merit
Merit

Kerry Dunn
Theory
India Martin		
Julian Blaskiewicz
Trumpet

Merit

Grade 6

Merit
Merit
Merit

Lois Luk
Grade 7
Robin Balsdon
Vincent Yeung

Piano

Distinction
Flute
Merit

Merit

Piano
Piano

Grade 8
Louise Way
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for some twenty years, his drop goal as
good as any of Jonny Wilkinson’s. The
girls’ U15 netball side also continued to
fulfil their potential, with some excellent
performances in Barbados and plenty of
victories against our local rivals. Well
done to all our squads and thank you for
your positive approach to both training
and match days.

Physical Education
It has been yet another busy and
rewarding year in the PE department,
as we continue to build on the progress
made in recent years.
Academically, A Level and GCSE results
were broadly positive with 100% A*- E
passes at GCSE and an 80% pass rate at
A Level. Special mention goes to Jack
Alford who scored full marks on the
GCSE theory paper and Louise Way who
achieved an A grade at A Level; well done
to you both.
On the games field, our teams continue
to achieve outstanding results for a school
of our size. Team of the year was the 1st
XV rugby side, who impressed against
West Buckland in a nail-biting encounter.
Timothy Ames kicked the winning
points, ensuring Shebbear achieved
their first away win at West Buckland
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Thanks also go to our coaching staff, for
their continued commitment and
positive attitude. They continue to instil
a positive work ethic in our pupils and
encourage the adoption of healthy and
active lifestyles, whatever their ability;
your efforts are fully appreciated by both
heads of department. I would also like
to extend this thanks to our parents, as
without your continued support, the
department would not be as healthy as it
is today.
As we move into another academic year,
I hope that all our events are well

supported and that our pupils continue
to take advantage of the fantastic
sporting opportunities provided for them
by the College. Looking to the future we
hope to forge closer links with local clubs,
to further enhance the Physical
Education experience of our pupils and
support them in achieving physical,
social and mental well-being.

Finally, and most importantly of all, I
urge all of us to remember, that at the
heart of every performance are those
famous four words ... Ad Gloriam Per
Spinas!

recreate a classic psychological
experiment on conservation in the
Junior School.
The upper sixth study two modules for
their A2 exam on Applied Psychology
- Health & Clinical Psychology and
Forensic Psychology.
As part of the Forensic Psychology
module we attended the Behind Bars
conference at Kingsley School, where
we heard from and talked to released
prisoners about the penal system. We
also visited Exeter Crown Court, where
we were able to sit in on a Hearing and
experience the courtroom environment,
and Barnstaple Police Station, where
Neighbourhood Beat Manager WPC
4226 Anna Fielding generously gave
her time show us round the custody
suite and cells and talk to us about
interviewing techniques.

There have been some significant changes
to Religious Studies at the College
following the arrival of Mr Rogers.
The curriculum and resources have been
further improved to help make the study
of religion relevant to our students, to
develop our students’ abilities to
understand their community, their
society and world, their own viewpoints
and the views of others. In doing so, we
aim to demonstrate the key values of
Methodism; including openness,
tolerance and understanding, whilst
helping students to prepare for the
challenges and opportunities they will
meet in life.
These are real life values which we aim
to develop through exploring real life
issues, helping students to confront
a range of challenging issues and to
investigate different beliefs and views.
These issues range from what people
believe about God to dealing with
bullying, from evil and suffering to
drugs education, from putting faith into
practice to exploring poverty and wealth.

Psychology
Psychology is offered to the sixth form,
who are able to study the subject at A
level. During the lower sixth, pupils
learn about the methods psychologists
use when conducting research.
At a Psychology workshop hosted by @
Bristol, pupils investigated how customers
interact with the exhibits, and later in
the term conducted observations of
primates at Paignton Zoo. The lower
sixth class also had the opportunity to

Religious Studies

I am delighted that Kerry Dunn achieved
a well deserved A* in A level Psychology
and enjoyed the subject so much that she
has chosen to study Psychology at Exeter
University; we wish her the very best with
her degree.

We have studied topics such as how best
to remember Martin Luther King, the
moral implications of genetic
engineering, can it be right to fight and
many more. The religious philosophy
and ethics of films such as the Matrix
and Jerry Maguire have also been
investigated.

Form One students travelled to Buckfast
Abbey to learn about how the Abbey was
built and also had the chance to
interview one of the Abbey’s monks.
They visited the Education Centre which
is full of hands-on activities to learn all
about the construction of the beautiful
and ancient building, along with
information about the daily lives of
the monks and the famous “Buckfast
Bee”. They had a fascinating session
interviewing one of the Abbey’s monks,
as well as a picnic lunch in the beautiful
gardens and a tour of the Abbey.
Form Two went to Exeter to explore
the cathedral and the synagogue;
they made some terrifying gargoyles
(self-portraits!) and experienced a
barmitzvah.
The Lower Sixth attended a conference
which discussed a wide-ranging variety
of ethical issues including environmental
and business ethics. The Chaplain has
led A-Level workshops which have
explored issues such as the meaning of
freedom and the nature of God. The
plan is to develop the range of visits so
that each year group has at least one trip
every year.
Results continue to impress, with over
78% of the Fifth Form students gaining
an A*-C grade Full GCSE with just one
lesson a week. The numbers of students
opting to study the Philosophy and
Ethics A-Level continues to grow.
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It seems rather strange to me now as I
arrive for work, and step through the
door of the Science Laboratories at
Shebbear, that I am often transported
back in time by my memory to that
occasion in 1973. Why should I be?
Well, on the wall just inside the door of
the laboratories is a small slate plaque
commemorating the opening of the
building on July 11th, 1961 by Professor
Charles A. Coulson. It amuses me to think
that I am probably the only person
currently working at the College who, by
coincidence, actually had the privilege of
meeting this wonderful man.

Science
50th Anniversary of the
Opening of the Science Laboratories
July 11th, 2011 saw the 50th anniversary
of the opening of the present science
laboratories at Shebbear College. Many
an Old Shebbearian must remember
this event! I was nine years old when
the “new” science laboratories at
Shebbear College were opened in 1961.
Recently though, as Head of Science
at the College, I have overseen the
refurbishment of this building which has
been now completely modernised and
fitted with state-of-the-art equipment.
In 1973, I was Student President of the
University Chemical Society at
Aberystwyth. One of our speakers that
year was a certain Professor Charles A.
Coulson. One of my tasks as Student
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President was to accompany visiting
speakers to dinner prior to their lecture
and then propose a vote of thanks to the
speaker at the end of the formalities.
Professor Coulson delivered a brilliant
lecture on quantum mechanics and it
was obvious to us all why he had been
appointed the previous year to the newly
created Chair of Theoretical Chemistry
at Oxford University. When I met
Professor Coulson on that occasion in
1973, he impressed me by his great sense
of “presence”. I remember that he
displayed a genuine interest in other
people, treating everybody with dignity.
Despite the fact that he was a distinguished
professor, he made me feel as though I
was equally worthy, notwithstanding the
fact that I was just a young student at the
time.

So, this year in my article for the College
magazine, I am not going to tell you
about how fantastic our public
examination results were in science last
year. Moreover, I will not be explaining
what a terrific bunch of students we had
in science classes last year. No, this
year I thought I would use the
opportunity of the 50th anniversary of
the opening of the Shebbear College
Science Laboratories to pay tribute to
a great scientist, mathematician and
humanitarian.
At the age of ten, the young Charles
A. Coulson moved down to the South
West when his father was appointed
Superintendent of the Technical Colleges
of South West England.
In 1928, Charles went up to Trinity
College, Cambridge, as an
undergraduate. Trinity College,
Cambridge is the college that Sir Isaac
Newton went to, and hopefully, where

one of our own students will be going to
study mathematics next year.
Charles A. Coulson had some good
teachers at Cambridge; these included
Lord Rutherford (the father of modern
atomic structure), Mr J. J. Thomson (the
person who discovered the electron),
and Sir Arthur Eddington (an important
co-worker of Mr Albert Einstein). He
graduated in mathematics in 1931 and
natural sciences in 1932. In 1952, he was
appointed to the position of Professor of
Mathematics at Oxford University and,
as I stated previously, in 1972 he was
appointed to the newly-created Chair of
Theoretical Chemistry at Oxford, which
has been since named after him. During
his time at Oxford, he wrote three best
selling books entitled Electricity, Valence,
and Science and Christian Belief,
respectively.
The Science Laboratories at Shebbear
College were opened by a devout
Methodist who shared his deep Christian
belief with others as a Methodist lay
preacher. In the days before television,
he took part in radio broadcasts, arguing
that religious faith was essential for the
responsible use of scientific ideas. He
served on the World Council of Churches
from 1962 to 1968, and, he was Chairman
of Oxfam from 1965 to 1971. It strikes
me that a lot has changed in the past fifty
years, but not virtue.

have enjoyed the challenge of getting to
know both staff and pupils whilst trying
to work out what resources were in the
department and what new equipment
was needed.
The year started with a handful of stick
insects that I inherited from Mr. Petley
and they were very quickly joined by
“Asbo” the hamster which has provided
many hours of entertainment this year.
His insistence on chewing his bars
or making his wheel squeak during
controlled assessments was not generally
appreciated but when he disappeared
for a week after a pupil unwittingly left
the cage door open I got a postcard from
him saying he was on holiday in Canada!
This year has been one of fascinating
biochemistry as the Upper Sixth carried
out some fantastic research into light
intensity on photosynthesis, the control
of respiration and the effect of flashing

light on plant growth.
The Lower Sixth had a trip to Plymouth
Aquarium and discovered how the staff
control the breeding of many species
including the clown fish by changing
the temperature of their tank and met a
postgraduate research student who was
applying this understanding to see the
effect of changing climate of fish stocks.
We also had an opportunity to see a full
animal dissection as a pet rat was kindly
donated after it had been put down
allowing me to demonstrate the
relationship between all biological
systems in an organism.
Overall it has been a great first year at
Shebbear and I am sure the next year
will be even better.

Science - Biology
It has been an interesting first year,
teaching Biology at Shebbear College. I
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Science - Physics
This year in order to add a bit of variety
to the A level Physics course I decided to
drop the old AS visit to Exeter, where we
look at the physics incorporated in a
suspension bridge and instead we opted
for a trip to Dartmoor Brewery.

experience which I am sure all the pupils
will remember!

Back at College, the introduction of
the new science specification for GCSE
meant that the Physics for Form 3 had
to be restructured; this was not an easy
task as the specification was not fully
accredited until February.

When told of this change, the level of
interest from both the Lower and Upper
Sixth was markedly improved. However
the trip itself, which occurred one cold
wintry November morning, was
probably remembered for the wrong
reasons.
Firstly, it was cold, not just a little cold
but cold cold, the snow on the ground
was the giveaway to that. A minibus with
no heater made matters worse, but we
persevered and soon arrived at
Princetown.
Once there we were shown around the
brew house, which whilst interesting was
also COLD. After the informative tour
we were welcomed in to the heated foyer
where we waited whilst organising our
things.
Here we found what proved to be the
second most memorable event of the
day, the Brewery dogs; a very friendly
pair of dogs who seemed to be of much
more interest than anything else that
day, as when I ask pupils for copies of
any photos they had taken I received
more photos of the dogs than anything
else.
But at the end of the day it was an
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I would like to thank Mr Trask, Mr Steel
and Reverend Hull for their time and
help.

So a massive thank you needs to be said
to Mr Trask for his tolerance and
adaptability with endlessly changing
requests from myself. But by the end of
the year all the pupils in the 3rd form
were working hard and progressing
towards the end of the first module, due
to be examined in Form 4.

As well as the sixth form visit there
was a 2nd and 3rd Form trip to Bristol,
which was organised by myself and Mrs
Purdew as an opportunity for pupils to
explore the aquarium and 3D film as
well as the interactive attractions of @
Bristol.
The film was a huge success as was the
aquarium but it was @ Bristol which
proved to be the most interesting part of
the day, as pupils were able to explore all
the attractions at their own pace.
The pupils were able to get really hands
on with everything. The sheer quantity
of activities available enabled pupils to
wander and explore aspects of all three
sciences. I think this was an excellent
excursion which was enjoyed by all and

Forms 4 and 5 continued with the old
360 Science specification and strove
towards achieving good grades in
Core Science and Additional Science
respectively, and sure enough the results
in June were very pleasing, from all
pupils, highlighting the effort put in by
these students. Congratulations to all 4th
and 5th form pupils.
The Upper sixth results were also good
and are a testament to the hard work
from the pupils involved, especially
Matt Dymond who narrowly missed an
A* but very well done and I am sure he
will enjoy his course at the university of
Bath.
Tim Ames, Dan Curtis, Dominic Butt
and Miffy Cheng all achieved C’s and
Sam Spry passed with an E, they will
all be greatly missed as they all brought

something very different to the Physics
lab ...
Tim – discussions about his car and how
best to ‘chav’ it up.
Dan – endless jokes (usually at the
others’ expense).

Matt – helping to do all the Maths.
Sam – the constant supply of Barclays
pens.
Miffy – endless jokes (usually courtesy
of Dan).

In all seriousness though they were a
very good group of fantastic personalities
and I am certain they will all go on to do
great things and I wish them all the best
of luck.

Dominic – the supplies from Dom shop.
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The Kindergarten

The
Kindergarten
Yet again the children in the Kindergarten
have taken part in numerous fun filled
activities and topics.
Returning from the long summer holidays,
the children discovered many spiders’
webs, so a topic on minibeasts followed.
They enjoyed going for walks and turning
up stones to see what they could find.
Thankfully nothing too large was spotted!
Autumn quickly followed, collecting
leaves and conkers, playing and making
things to blow in the wind and tasting
a variety of fruit, vegetables and breads
from different countries.

story using toy animals.
World Book Day was celebrated with the
children dressing up as their favourite
book character and visiting the school
library, where Mrs Welby read the story
‘Six Dinner Sid’, which Amelia had
brought in and dressed up as the cat.
A topic on Mr Men followed; a series of
books which all the children love. The
children made up different Mr Men
including Mr Stomp, Mr Sloppy and Mr
What Shall I Do?

Mrs Bird visited the Kindergarten with
her day-old pheasant chicks, and after
the purchase of binoculars, the children
enjoyed a topic on birds and their
habitats. This led on to pets and
favourite animals, Mrs Bates bringing in
one of her enormous house rabbits.

The children delighted parents at the
Harvest Festival with a number of Harvest
songs.
Parents and friends thoroughly enjoyed
our Christmas play which told the story
of a star that would not shine, until that
special night in December. Beautifully
narrated by Bess Scambler, the children
performed wonderfully, acting out the
story and singing all the songs. A party
followed with the arrival of everyone’s
favourite visitor!
After the Christmas holidays, with the
children talking about and bringing in
their new gifts, a topic on toys followed.
They looked at a variety of different
types of toys and compared old and new.
During Chinese New Year, the
Kindergarten received a visit from Mrs
Boycott who taught the children how to
count and write numbers. They ate
noodles with chop sticks and re-told the
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A visit to Rosemoor followed, Ruth
driving the mini bus, and with the help
of parents, the children enjoyed a topic
on ‘The Senses.’

We all had great fun the day of the Royal
Wedding. Everyone dressed in red,
white and blue, made crowns or tiaras,
decorated cakes and had a party lunch.
We even made and sent cards to the
Palace.
With the introduction of garden planters,
seeds were sown in the anticipation of
a display to attract bees and butterflies.
Everyone enjoyed picking and eating the
lettuce with enough grown to take home
for tea. The potatoes sent by the Potato
Council were grown and harvested and
the chips made were enjoyed by all.

A lovely afternoon was spent in the
garden with a visit from Mrs Middleton
where the children took part in a leather
craft workshop making strike-a-light
pouches, donning war paint and looking
for edible flowers.
Through the year the children also
celebrated Bonfire night, Remembrance
Sunday, Mothering Sunday, Father’s Day,
St Andrew’s and St David’s Day.
The year concluded with a visit to The
Big Sheep, where everyone had a fun
filled exhausting day.
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Junior School
There was another all action year in the
Junior School with many activities,
fixtures and trips to enrich the
curriculum. The year began with the
appointment of:

winning again at the North Devon Arts
Festival. Under the tutelage of Mrs
Fiona Goode they continued their high
standard, giving much pleasure to all
who heard them.

Robyn Marshall - Head Girl
Oliver Crowhurst - Head Boy

There were lots of trips to Rosemoor –
how lucky we are to have this resource
on our door step. It is a wonderful
learning environment. Our Infant class
was invited to be the first visitors to
their brand new Peter Buckley Learning
Centre.

They held these positions for the
academic year. During this time other
pupils held office as House Captains or
Prefects:
				
Autumn Term
Venner House Captain - Benjamin Parker
Parkes House Captain - Luke Creighton
Spring Term
Venner House Captain - Katie Harris
Parkes House Captain - Matilda Tucker
Summer Term
Venner House Captain - Heather Mathews
Parkes House Captain - Georgia Stevens
Prefects for the year were: Helen Dalton,
Jake Weeks, Ella Hughes, Matilda
Tucker, Oliver Arden, Liam Landymore,
Ben Parker, Luke Creighton, Heather
Mathews, Georgia Stevens. Everyone
did a great job and helped the school to
run smoothly.
The year started with the Year 6 PGL trip
to Barton Hall. This proved to be a most
exciting and exhilarating experience for all.
The children had a wonderful time and it
was spoken about for the whole year.
The choir extended their five year run,

Throughout the year there were many
highlights – the Talent Show had to be
seen to be believed; Year 4 Roman Day
when we had to deal with marauding
Romans eager to conquer all, and of
course the Family Fun Evening when we
all have the first turkey roll of the festive
season.
The Spring Term saw us visit Tiverton
Museum for the first time where we
experienced a Saxon Day for Year 4 and
a Victorian Day for Year 6. There were
extremely well organised activities and I
can recommend a visit to this excellent
museum.
The Summer Term started with the
Junior School celebrating the Royal
Wedding. The highlight was everyone
making and enjoying Knickerbocker
Glories. For some of the children this
was the first time they had seen one and
most ended up with two!
We also enjoyed a visit from Maths
expert, Paul Godding, who brought with
him games he had made and

manufactured. The children had a great
time and he commented on the high
standard of their mental maths.
The term finished with a hive of
activities – Music Mix with the BBC
Philharmonic Orchestra at Plymouth
Pavilions, followed by the Year 6
barbecue, all the Year 3 – 6 pupils went
to Bude for an adventure day – kayaking,
surfing, abseiling – and to finish off the
year we had a visit to a theatre company
with a production of Wind in the
Willows.
The highlight of the term was our
production of What a Knight – a report
of which appears elsewhere.

Junior School Sport
On the sporting front there were many
highlights and a few disappointments
but overall the standard of play from
our representatives was always of a high
level. They represented the College with
a pride and commitment that can only
be admired.

to the final of the plate where they lost
to Bradworthy A. Our boys’ A team
won the Bud Thornley cup for the first
time in countless years – a great cheer
went up (from me!) as Liam Landymore
raised the cup.
The year will be remembered for the
banging and crashing, the drilling and
hammering and the dust and dirt as the
new extension went up. We will look
forward to it being opened and used
next year when I am sure we will think
‘Well, that was worth it’!
My thanks to all parents who have been
most supportive throughout this year,
but especially to all the Junior School
staff who work so hard and without
complaint to make the school run as
smoothly as it does, and for creating
such a stimulating environment for the
children.

The year saw the formation of our girls’
football team and what a year they had,
proving to be a very good team indeed.
Probably the sporting highlight of the
year was the reinstatement of the Village
Schools 7-a-side football competition
which was held on the new astro turf.
Our girls’ team was runner-up in the
competition and remained unbeaten,
only losing on goal difference. Our
boys’ B team fought their way through

Look at our new
Netbooks!

The decision was made to buy 30 wi-fi
enabled, state of the art Netbooks that
can be used in any location in the Junior
school. Complemented with headphones
and coloured ‘mice’ the netbooks have
proved to be a very popular in the
classroom both with pupils and teachers!

A Witch’s Poem
by Matilda Tucker Junior Year 6
Dong the twelve o’clock noise did ring,
In three hours in goes the bat wing,
Just four hours until rat tails
And the eggs of bright green quails.
Round the cauldron we will sing,
Listening to it bubble and ping.
Double, double toil and trouble,
Fire burn and cauldron bubble.

Rotten Romans Return!
Romans spent the day in Shebbear
College Junior School. Year Four were
quite taken aback when a scary soldier
walked in the door and started speaking
Latin. They enjoyed dressing up activities,
looking at artefacts and being drilled in
the Roman army.
The day ended with a huge battle between
Romans and Britons where they learnt
how effective the Testudo formation was.
In Ancient Roman warfare, the testudo or
tortoise formation was used commonly
by the Roman Legions during battles,
particularly sieges.

First goes in the guts of a mouse,
Round and round with a woodlouse,
Warm your hands but do take care,
In now goes the monkey hair.
Lovely luscious, longing lips,
Taking out all of the bits.
Double, double toil and trouble,
Fire burn and cauldron bubble.
Now goes in a human ear,
With an antler from a deer,
A cat, a bat and even a rat,
All go in with a sprinkle of fat.
Slam them, crack them, make them
crushed.
But do not make them sloppy and
mushed.
Double, double toil and trouble,
Fire burn and cauldron bubble.

Numbers have been growing steadily at
Shebbear College Junior School resulting
in the computer suite being converted
into a classroom.

continued
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Witches Spell
By Ben Parker Junior Year 6
The dark of night in the dripping woods,
Shall we make a spell ? I think we should.
Two hags walked round a cauldron,
Crunching on leaves all golden.
Double, double, toil and trouble;
Fire burn, and cauldron bubble.
Dragon hair, Snot of dog.
Vomit of cat and eyes of frog.
Double, double, toil and trouble;
Fire burn, and cauldron bubble.
Squashed up worms, Hedgehog brain.
Mouldy toes and dead man’s cane.
Double, double, toil and trouble;
Fire burn, and cauldron bubble.

adorned with his initials WC, played
by Cody Alder, is expelled from Knight
School, he reluctantly becomes Merlin’s
new apprentice. With ambiguous
meanings, misunderstandings and
mischief, trouble is never far away, and
soon Camelot Castle collapses into chaos.

Thankfully, on the second night the
alarm stayed quiet and the show
continued uninterrupted. The children
finished both truly memorable
performances with enthusiastic smiles
and voices.
The audiences were treated in the
interval to a glass of wine and a delicious
finger buffet, made in house, by Mrs.
Leeanne Kirby, Mrs. Susie WillisButcher and Mrs. Karen Clarke, whilst
backstage the cast replenished their
energy with biscuits and squash.

Junior School’s Drama
Production of ‘What a
Knight!’
The highlight of our Junior School
summer term is the annual drama
production. This year all the children
from Years 3 to 6 took to the stage in
our production of ‘What a Knight!’; a
hilarious, memorable musical adventure,
directed by Mrs. Diana Jones.
The children were able to portray a
variety of colourful characters including
a trio of precocious princesses, a
discursive dragon - and not forgetting
the magnificent Merlin with his magical
mirror!
When young squire Watt Cobblers,
constantly carrying his copious man bag
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of professionals and their enthusiasm
shone through during both performances.
It was particularly evident on the first
night when, just before the end of Act
I, the fire alarm went off and everyone
had to evacuate the hall. Fortunately the
threat was not real and in true showbiz
fashion the show went on. It contributed
to an interesting first night!

Merlin, played by Oliver Crowhurst,
loses Excalibur, King Arthur’s daunting
daughters are kidnapped and his brave
knights are turned into animals. Watt
and his new found friends Dusty Dragon,
played by Jed Foster and the wistful,
wayward Princess Alice, played by
Matilda Tucker, set off on the biggest
adventure of their lives.
Unfortunately, their quest is hampered
by a dark and evil Black Knight, played
by Theo Crookes and his two henchmen
Ernie and Bernie Blackhead, played by
Kye Marshall and Eddie Jones.

The production proved to be the perfect
showcase for all the amazing musical
and dramatic talents of the children in
our junior school. A true success: the
costumes had impact, the comedy
made us all groan with laughter and
singing along with the catchy songs was
imperative.

THE CAST (in order of appearance)
Lester Lugabout Helen Dalton
Watt Cobblers Cody Alder
Kitty Cobblers Kitty Scambler
Merlin The Magician Oliver Crowhurst
Princess Alice
Matilda Tucker
Dusty Dragon
Jed Foster
King Arthur
Ben Parker
Queen Guinevere Georgia Stevens
Princess Alberta Katie Harris
Princess Alfreda Ella Hughes
Princess Almira Robyn Marshall
Lord Dorking
Taylor Darcy
Lord Dudley
Maddie Arden
Lord Dent
Rebecca Mawby
Maid Molly
Tilly Cage
Scratch The Guard Douglas Willis-Butcher
Sniff The Guard Hazel Coward
Jolly Jake The Jester Oliver Arden
Colin Calvin
Bess Scambler
Keith Klein
Connie Gillies		
Earl Axminster Charlie Miles

What a spectacle, what a gathering of
talent, what a performance of What a
Knight!

The children adopted the commitment
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Boarding News
Boarding life at Shebbear has provided
another fun-packed year with the
introduction to an outdoor activities
programme for all the ‘Indiana Jones’
personalities.
The ‘Survival in the Jungle’ (…well
woods!) was a real smash hit where the
tough Pollard & Pyke boys squirmed
at the thought of cooking and eating
wormy bugs over an open fire ,but
the Ruddle girls and Mrs Quirk held
their noses and proved to be more
courageous.
Reverend Hull led the teams in a
brilliant ‘hunt & hide’ Quaser Laser
game and all staff and boarders played
until dusk drew in and stopped play.

with heavy snow disrupting the day-today routines of school life.
After the initial novelty of the beauty
and serenity that snow brought to our
campus, the fun of snowball fights and
sledging through the fields soon became
the norm, and our community proved to
have strength and tenacity when day-today routines were changed.
The Hawaian Summer Ball was the
conclusion to the year, giving a vibrant
and sundrenched feeling of faraway
islands to the event and everyone had
the opportunity to bid a fond farewell to
our leavers with an evening of fun and
laughter.

The boarders were thrilled to welcome
Sonja, Marton and Christof , three
boarding assistants from Hungary and
Germany who were representing the
organisation Time for God.
Their example of integrity, strong moral
values and the Christian approach they
had with everyone was a joy, and their
work and dedication to their role was
exemplary.
The year also incorporated an Ofsted
Boarding Inspection which proved to be
“outstanding” for team commitment and
care from all staff towards the boarders,
with the children expressing how
safe and cared for they felt. Proof and
confirmation that our boarding staff is
involved in boarding because we care!
The boarding community fell into a
‘winter wonderland’ yet again this year,
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Sixth Form
After taking over as Head of Sixth Form
this year I would like to thank Mrs
Bearpark for all the work she has done
over the past few years. The year has
been extremely busy with wide ranging
debates between the Sixth Form tutor
groups to the socials and unforgettably,
the Sixth Form Staff review or perhaps
more aptly titled this year ‘The Nick
Hocking and Sixth Form Staff Review’.
For those that watched the show Rob
Chamberlain’s series of farmer sketches
stood out as being particularly witty.
Over the summer the Sixth Form area
is being renovated and I am sure the
new study booths in the Upper Sixth
study room will provide them with the
best possible space to work. The new
common room has been planned by
the current Lower Sixth and is eagerly
anticipated, themed as it is along the
lines of London club. I look forward
to writing about it in next year’s
Shebbearian.

Staff & Sixth
Form Review
In March this year, the 6th Form
organised and performed in the 2011
Staff/6th Form review. The show
consisted mainly of the star, Nick
Hocking in an array of comical outfits
and situations, including a performance
of “Hamlet in 5 minutes” and Cheryl
Cole’s “Fight For This Love”. All we can
say about Nick is: James Cordon, watch
out!
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Other acts included a rendition of
“Monster Maths” from Mrs Bearpark
and her ‘A’ level Maths groups and a
performance of Dr. Evil and MiniMe’s “Hard Knock Life” starring Mr
Langridge and Nat Bond. An incredibly
funny display and a huge effort from
everyone involved.
The night proved to be a great success
and the proceeds from the performance
went towards the 6th form’s Rounsfell
Dinner later in the year. Thank you to
the members of staff and Sixth Form
who put their all into arranging such an
enjoyable evening and a huge thank you
to everyone who attended and gave their
support.

Rounsefell Dinner
The Rounsefell Dinner this year took
place in March and saw the 5th form
prepare and serve the 6th Form a five
course meal at Buckland House.

and working up to a delicious roast beef
course and finishing off with a selection
of desserts afterwards.
After coffee was served, the guest
speaker, Dr Charles Faye, was
introduced. He gave an excellent speech
about his career and how at times of
uncertainty in your career path, you
can be led to some of the greatest
opportunities you will experience.
After the speeches, thanks were given to
Dr Charles Faye for coming and giving
us such an interesting speech and the
evening was brought to a close.
For such an enjoyable evening, many
thanks must be given to the 5th Form
and staff who helped organise and serve
us on the evening, allowing us to have a
wonderful dinner in a brilliant venue.

The evening was made by the venue as
everyone gathered in the main hall, the
girls in the most elegant of dresses and
the boys looking smart in their dinner
jackets, for photographs on the staircase.
Pre-dinner drinks were served as
everyone mingled and socialised before
we all took our seats for the evening.
5th Form pupils with the aid of Mrs
Bearpark and Mrs Purdew prepared
and cooked the five courses which they
served us. The meal started with prawn
cocktail followed by a champagne sorbet
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A Christmas Carol
December saw the culmination of lots of
work in the drama department towards
a musical production of A Christmas
Carol by Charles Dickens. Audiences
were served a seasonal relish of
phantasmagorical performances based
upon this well known seasonal tale.
The scene opened with a group of frozen
beggars huddling round a small fire
for warmth as a Christmas market was
chorally depicted by enthusiastic young
voices.
The festivities were suddenly curtailed
by the appearance of Mr. Scrooge (Joe
Hedges) whose mean and miserly
manner had all the audience shivering
with horror as he treated poor Bob
Cratchitt (Matt Prowse) to an endless
series of humiliating deprivations.
But Scrooge was to learn the error of
his ways as the ghost of Jacob Marley
(Ezmay Jopling) and a host of ghouls
and phantoms woefully prophesied in
the mournfully memorable song Link By
Link. Scrooge was then visited by three
ghosts (India Martin, Anna Cherrington
and Callum Payne) who showed him the
error of his ways. As the pitiful tale of
his selfish life unfolded, we were treated
to some fantastic and emotionally
disturbing arias from the exquisite solo
voices of Catherine Kotarski and Callum
Payne, and enjoyed Mr. Fezziwig’s
(Georgina Cox) festive ball.
Finally Scrooge realising the error
of his ways decided to turn back the
clock and with a glorious chorus, the
audience were led from the theatre
towards a Christmas they will always
remember. And in the words of Tiny

Tim (Pip Mahoney), everyone heard and
felt the true spirit of Christmas when
he said God Bless Us Everyone. The
team of producers (Ian Burnett, Marie
O’Shaughnessy and Alison Vassilaki)
would like to thank all those who helped
in making this such a successful, happy
and cooperative performance. Particular
mention should be made of Ashley
Barlow’s wonderful set and props, and
not to mention the musical direction
given to all by Mrs. Goode and Mrs.
Parker for their invaluable contribution
towards a successful mingling of music
and drama.

The Ocean of Ink
by Harry Scambler
One day my little sister was colouring
with a large, green pen. She was happily
colouring with her pen until she sneezed
and scribbled all over her picture. She
got so mad that she snapped her almost
invincible pen and WHOOOSHHH!
The next thing that happened was that
I was sitting in neck-high green ink. It
was rising. I had to stand up otherwise
I would drown. My sister was actually
swimming quite peacefully through the
ink. Ding-dong! “Oh man,” I said, “Dad’s
home.” He opened the door and was
knocked over by the ink. Naturally I got
the blame.
What the judges said:
This was a wonderful juxtaposition of
the surreal and the everyday: funny,
clever and with a brilliant last line.

Harry takes the prize
and the plaudits
Harry Scambler won himself and the
college a £1000 when he entered
a Reader’s Digest story-writing
competition earlier this year. He was
given the tough task of writing a story in
just 100 words and the judges liked what
he wrote!

Anyone who says that the North of
France is flat, has most certainly not
cycled the region, but the spirit of those
who took part far outweighed the impact
of a few minor undulations.

Mr Steel’s London to
Paris Bike Ride

cycled their way up the Champs Elysées
and around the Arc de Triumphe in
convoy.
The reception of those enjoying the
weather on the sidewalks made the
event very special indeed and created
an electric atmosphere which, on arrival
at the Eiffel Tower, made the months
of training and fundraising very much
worth the effort.

Form 1 Activities Week

After a total of 242 miles in the first
three days, and a seemingly short 58
miles on day four, muscles and joints
were unsurprisingly feeling the strain
and yet, all the pain and agony quickly
drifted away, as a sea of blue riders

Day 1:
The first day of our exciting activities
week got off to a great start as we went
cycling on the Tarka trail. We started at
Bideford, stopped to play on the beach
at Instow and finished with lunch and an
ice cream at Fremington Quay, before we
turned back to Bideford. The first day
had a few showers, but overall it was a
fantastic success.
Day 2:
Straight away on the second day, we
got on a bus to Woodlands Adventure
Park near Dartmouth. Everyone had
a great time either soaking themselves

on the slippery waterslides, or scaring
themselves stiff on the death-slides!
Again this was a brilliant day out!
Day 3:
Another bus journey this time took us to

Four days, 300 miles, 124 cyclists, 8
water stops, plenty of energy drinks,
£130,000 for charity raised (so far) and
the London to Paris Charity Challenge
was complete. Drenched in glorious
sunshine and with enough lycra to kit
out a small army of aerobics instructors,
riders from all over the country battled
though the rolling French hills to reach
the Eiffel Tower.

continued
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Newquay Zoo. Animals from zebras to red
squirrels were there and also some rare
breeds. This day was great for everyone
because of its wide range of animals and
its fantastic displays. Many people ended
the day buying some souvenirs from the
gift shop.
Day 4:
This was a very early start as we set off
from school at 7:30 to arrive at one of
London’s theatres to watch Michael
Morpurgo’s ‘War Horse’. Many people
found it a very emotional play with tears
shed during most scenes. After this we
were driven to our youth hostel which
we all concluded afterwards gave us a
“different” experience from our normal
life. Then it was off to Pizza Hut, then back
to our accommodation and to bed, having
avoided the bathroom by going in Pizza
Hut taking the sensible advice given by
Mrs Quirk!
Day 5:
As the clock struck 8:15am, we dragged
ourselves downstairs for the last time into
the breakfast room. We then gobbled up
a “high quality” breakfast before watching
SpongeBob while eating. We sat in the
comfy coach seats once again and arrived
at the Science Museum. Exploring the
crowds of people as well as the museum,
we were still wowed by the fascinating
exhibits. A quick trip to the gift shop saw
us buying gifts ranging from colourchanging pencils to £20 lava lamps! Four
hours later we were greeted by our parents
at the school and taken home. All the
pupils on the trip (and staff as well) were
shattered from the fantastic trip to
England’s capital city!
Lucy Taylor & Tabby Kirkwood
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Form 2 Activities Week
This year saw the Form 2 Activities trip
to Ty-Nadan in France fully subscribed
to by all the students in the year group.
Once again its popularity was enhanced
by the students overwhelming reports of
their successes (and failures) while
participating in a variety of activities.

The group departed from Shebbear on
the Sunday evening (19th July) and
travelled by bus to Plymouth where they
all boarded the ferry to Roscoff. After
an uneventful night (thankfully), they
arrived in France where they boarded
a French coach which was awaiting
them. Within a couple of hours they had
arrived at the campsite and were settling
in to their mobile homes for the week.
After a quick lunch they separated into
their appropriate groups to enjoy the
swimming pool or take part in archery.
This sorted the Robin Hoods from the

Robins nests!! There were many
performances of the day but special
mention should go to George Whitmarsh,
Becky Cox, Olivia Morris and Seb Sanders
for some sharp shooting, despite missing
the target and losing the arrows.

Paulger who managed to exit her kayak
in dramatic form during the descent
over the final drop, while her partner,
Liz Trask, managed to avoid taking a
dunking and stayed in the boat leaving
Charlotte to fend for herself.

After dinner that evening, some of the
students decided to get in some much
needed table-tennis practice before the
tournament which Mr Steel had
organised for everyone later in the week.

After a good night’s rest everyone woke
to a dull Tuesday but the weather did
not dampen spirits. It was straight into
kayaking, aerial rope course, zip wires
or use of the centre’s other facilities such
as the swimming pool, badminton and
table-tennis tables. In fact the next day
and a half were taken up by the students,
in their groups, taking part in all the set
activities.
The kayaking took everyone on a three
hour “paddle” which took in easy
stretches followed by sudden adrenaline
rushes as the river flowed over rocks and
obstacles including a 5-foot, 90 degree
drop at the climax of the tour.
Special mention must go to Charlotte

It was great to see all of the students
acting sensibly and responsibly, yet still
enjoying themselves immensely. Special
note must go to Bronwyn Ager who
showed a sense of bravery yet a certain
style while flying through the air.
Congratulations to all those who
overcame any fear which may have been
felt by many (not just those who
admitted it) before this experience.

For those health and safety conscious
readers, the instructor was assisting
any “overboards” during these exercises
and no serious injuries were incurred
by any students or staff. However, they
all have a tale or two to tell about their
own experiences down the river, as few
stayed dry!!
The aerial adventure was participated in
by most of the year group, despite the
odd bout of vertigo, mainly suffered by
the teachers. All enjoyed the rope climbs
of various types, the skateboard 10 metres
off the ground and the Tarzan type swing
high in the trees.
This activity was merged with the zip
wire activity which took the individuals
around a short practice area and then
off around the campsite and across the
river on three longer zip wires. These
accelerated you very quickly from one
place to the next and required strength
and competence.

The final afternoon was taken up having
fun in the paintball arena, within the
woods. This was also a time for the
students to get one over on the staff,
so it was a time for the staff to “watch
their backs”. Despite a couple of rule
infringements, everyone enjoyed the
opportunity to shoot each other under
controlled conditions and if there was a

Mr Barlow took an unfortunate fall
during one of his badminton games
which led to suspected concussion
although this was never proved due to
there being no change to his normal
behaviour. Because of this occurrence,
the way was open for the badminton
competition to be won by Olly Dallyn
after a close fought final against Ross
Bennett.
During the evening, prizes were awarded
to individuals for various achievements
during the week, which included
forgetting toilet paper before using the
toilet and finding special friendships
while away from home. At this point it
should be mentioned that the students
represented the school extremely well
and possibly improved international
relations between our school and other
European students who were also
visiting the centre.
On the final day, all the travel
arrangements went like clockwork and
the exhausted group arrived back in
Shebbear in perfect time.

winner it was exhaustion! Great fun as
the week drew towards its end.

Credit must be given to all the students
in Form 2, 2010-2011, as they behaved
impeccably throughout the week,
keeping this trip one of the top trips for
the college, which will be remembered
by all concerned for many years to come.

During our final evening at the campsite
the students and some staff took part in
badminton and table-tennis competitions.
Mr Trask led the way in the badminton
remaining unbeaten in all the games he
has ever played ... in France … both games.
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Form 3 pupils on a trip to Bude

Some of the pupils began work on the
website, others on finding out exactly
what equipment would be needed, and
yet others on finding a location within
the school grounds. During this time,
some of the directors sent off an application
to Companies House to register the
company, which was successful.

drawn and then produced on the
computer by some of the pupils.

Viridian Fuels Ltd. is a company that has
been set up over the last year by a group
of pupils from Shebbear College.
Although the set up was slow, long and
drawn out, everyone worked untiringly
to get to where it is today. At the
beginning, thoughts were circulating
as to how to start the company, find a
name and a logo. The idea was to set up
a company producing biodiesel from
waste chip fat, and then to sell on the
biodiesel at a reasonable rate.
The first real challenge was to decide on
a name, logo and to write to Young
Enterprise to see if a grant could be
received to set up a company. After much
debate and voting, the name agreed on
was Viridian Fuels, and the logo was

However, shortly after that came the
first setback. Young Enterprise informed
the group that the project planned was
too big for them to sponsor. Therefore
the idea of shareholders was brought in
and quite soon after, a number of people
applied for shares. In fact, due to the
high demand, many people received
fewer shares than they had applied for.
The money received from the shareholders
was enough for the setting up of the
company.
However, when the money was received
there was still no bank account. This
became the next issue, as all the directors
were just 16 years old, and many banks
refused to allow them to be registered
as directors and to sign cheques. Finally
though, a bank was found that accepted
the directors and Viridian Fuels started
to look like it was going to work.

Shortly after registering as a company,
came the next set back. There was
trouble finding a safe, suitable location
on the school premises, but some of
the pupils in the group thought about it
and came up with using some of the old
garages at the maintenance site, which, it
was agreed, was an excellent idea. With
the headmaster’s permission the location
was therefore agreed upon. Some of the
equipment, including a converter, was
ordered but unfortunately there was no
electricity at the site. This was meant
to be installed over Easter, but it didn’t
happen until the summer holidays as the
company that was meant to be installing
the electricity was hit by the current
financial crisis.
Despite this, things were looking up;
equipment was ordered, the web design
begun in earnest and discussions had
with the school, finally reaching an
agreement on selling the biodiesel for
heating the school. Connections were
made with a company that is happy to
supply Viridian Fuels Ltd with waste
chip fat.
Also, connections were made with
Petroc’s Engineering College, after the
directors went to visit the college and
gave a talk about Viridian Fuels, as well

as explaining the process of converting
waste chip fat into biodiesel.
By the end of the summer term, Viridian
Fuels Ltd was looking good. Registered
as a company, equipment arriving,
electricity to be put in over the summer
and obviously links with another
company which is willing to give waste
chip fat to Viridian Fuels.
The plans for the next school year were
set out, including, going into production,
the Annual General Meeting in December,
a change of directors and much, much
more!!!

Sam Coward, Freddie Selwyn, Toby
Stock, David Forshaw, Gabriel Setiawan
and Chris White set off in good spirits
and enjoyed a fairly easy first day. This
lulled them into a false sense of security.
On day two, the Elan Valley proved
more of a challenge with a seven mile
steep climb, but was quickly forgotten
when they discovered that they shared
the campsite with a group from a girls’
school.

The Duke of
Edinburgh’s Award
Last year a group of Silver participants
completed a cycling expedition, across
mid-Wales, from Shrewsbury to
Fishguard.

On the third day, the heavens opened and
although their spirits were dampened,
they rose to the challenge and completed
a very gruelling expedition. They all
should be proud of themselves.

Ten Tors 2011

Their practice followed the Kennett
and Avon canal from Reading to Bath.
This was a challenging expedition (with
many punctures) but provided little
preparation for hilly Wales!

A large and enthusiastic squad trained
with Mr Barnes and Mrs Bearpark for
TenTors throughout the winter and into
the spring. All the training walks were
on Dartmoor, usually around 15 miles
and in all weathers.
The second walk was particularly wet;
we learnt a lot about route choice, i.e. the
benefit of avoiding river crossings! The

third walk was particularly gruelling,
growing cold and rainy after a pleasant
start -we were so pleased to see the
Nuns’ crosses knowing that a quick hike
up and over South Hessary would bring
us closer to a cosy, dozy ride home in a
hot and stinky minibus.
We did three campouts, which were a
lot of fun especially when Will Hill got
trapped mysteriously in his sleeping bag
and rolled around like a slug – not sure
what the other campers around us
thought!
Sadly, as the event approached, only two
teams of six could be chosen to continue,
but it was some consolation to those not
picked that they were invited to be “tent
slaves” for the event itself - many thanks
to Jamie Forshaw, Jed Light and Mike
Crowhurst who stayed on site all
weekend helping and enjoying
themselves by riding around on bikes
and playing ball games.
The actual teams came across the finish
line happy, healthy and in excellent time.
Congratulations to the 35 Team:
George Baker, Cameron Burnett, Will
Collins, Will Hill, Frankie Stevens and
Toby Stock,
and to the 45 Team:
Jake Claridge, Rob Dunn, Richard
Dymond, Brett Light, Matt Prowse and
Luke Stock.
Many thanks to all the parents who came
to the event and supported us along the
way.
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Charity Work
We have had yet another fantastic year of
fundraising here at Shebbear College. Yet
again we applaud the pupils and parents
for their commitment, dedication and
support in helping us raise money for
great charities throughout the year.
As always, the first charity event of the
year was our annual Macmillan Coffee
Morning. This year was another great
success with cakes being donated by
parents, staff and local businesses.
Particular thanks this year must go to
Mrs Purdew, without whose help it
wouldn’t have been so successful. It was
lovely to see so many parents attending
the coffee morning and showing their
support. All of this effort meant that
over £300 was raised.
This year Mr Rogers held a Shoebox
appeal in the senior school. This proved
to be a huge success as the pupils managed
to put together over 35 shoeboxes. These
were then deposited at the collection
point at Black Torrington Church,
dwarfing the collection of boxes
presented by the local community!
We hope that next year we can involve
the Junior School and hope to double
that collection figure. Polly Jopling
deserves a special mention for her role
in organising and motivating others
throughout the school to become
involved.
The Heads of Houses ran various
activities in order to raise money for

Children in Need this year. The pupils
took part in a ‘Bush Tucker Trial’ where
they had to eat very strange concoctions
created by Mr Newitt!! There was also
a Mario Cart competition and a singing
competition with House Captains against
the staff. All these crazy events helped to
raise £1500.
Forms 1-3 took part in the Readathon
again this year in the Spring Term. Their
challenge was to read as many books as
they possibly could over a two week
period. They had to collect sponsorship
from friends, family and teachers. They
all took the challenge seriously and
raised a fabulous £531.63. Well done to
all those that participated.

many parents supporting the fete too.
The event was a massive success and
raised £500 each for the Cornwall Air
Ambulance and the Devon Air
Ambulance.
This year’s Spellathon was held in May
with forms 1-3 having to learn 50
extremely difficult spellings to raise
money for Mencap and they managed to
raise £246 through sponsorship.
As always, the fundraising year ends
with Mr Bryan’s charity Golf Day. Once
again we had staff, pupils, parents and
governors participating in a day of golf to
raise money for a worthy cause. This year
the group raised £300 for Cots for Tots.

This year the 10K run was in aid of
North Devon Hospice and Breakthrough
Breast Cancer. An amazing £1200 was
raised through the pupils being sponsored
and a further £600 was raised from the
barbeque which went to our Partnership
charities in Uganda.
Mr Steel took part in a charity bike ride
from London to Paris in the May half
term and so he needed to raise £1500 to
compete in the challenge. Students raised
£1200 through their 10K sponsorship and
Mr Steel secured the rest by selling coke
floats at break times.
As part of Fairtrade Fortnight the World
AIMS group held a Fairtrade Spring Fete.
All tutor groups in the Senior school had
to hold a stall linked to either bees or
honey. The Junior School and Senior
School pupils were all invited for the
afternoon and it was lovely to see so
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Fundraising at Shebbear

AIMS (Action in
Methodist Schools)
Student Weekend
October 2010
On the weekend of 1st – 3rd October
members of the World AIMS group
at Shebbear College travelled to
Northampton for this year’s World
AIMS weekend, hosted again by the
Frontier centre at Irthlingborough.
After a long journey through torrential
rain we were met with the first of many
workshops; African dancing. This
certainly helped to loosen up some stiff
legs and backs after the minibus journey!
On Saturday there were several workshops
on topics such as sustainable development,
global citizenship and human rights.
Charlotte Wade and Luke Stock both
found the session on people trafficking

very shocking and an eye-opener to the
realities of the lives of some people.
The workshops were separated by some
lively physical activities, including
archery, abseiling and bridge construction,
all great team building exercises.
The King Swing was also great fun;
essentially this is a giant swing, similar
to high wires, that propels you through
the air at speeds up to 40 mph! Freddie
Selwyn and Joe Manning were brave
enough to give it a go, Joe’s screams
being heard for some distance!
The day finished with a camp fire and
toasting marshmallows, enjoyed by all
despite the damp conditions.
On Sunday morning the students had
time to reflect on what they had learnt
over the weekend and how they intend
to bring it all back to school and ‘spread
the word’ of what had been learned. A
fun and informative weekend for all
concerned.

Uganda 2011
On 3rd July 2011 a group of ten sixth form
pupils and three members of staff from
Shebbear College departed for a two
week cultural exchange to Uganda.
This was the culmination of almost two
years’ hard work; each pupil had to apply
for the opportunity to participate in the
trip, attend an interview with a panel to
justify their place on the team and
fundraise to cover the cost of their trip
as well as make a contribution towards
the charities they would be visiting in
Uganda.
Over the two weeks the team visited
three primary schools on the outskirts of
Kampala, and experienced first-hand the
impact of the Millennium Development
Goal of achieving Universal Primary
Education – Uganda has embraced this
aim and all children now receive free
education at primary school level.
However, children do not leave primary
school until they have passed their P7
exams, so some of the classes include
children as old as 16 years.
Also, although there has been a huge
increase in the number of children
attending the schools, this has not been
matched by resources or recruitment of
more teaching staff – meaning that some
of the classes had up to 100 pupils – who
sit in squashed rows with pencils poised
(if they have pencils – they have to
provide their own) giving their full
attention to the teacher. The team
found the importance pupils place on
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education, despite limited resources and
such large classes, quite overwhelming.
Team member Lucas Bland reports “One
of the things that hit me the most after
visiting the schools was how much they
valued their education, and their
willingness to learn. If you asked any of
the pupils what they wanted to be when
they were older they would answer with
– ‘doctor, pilot, teacher ’… and all they
wanted to do was get the most out of
their education.”

During the trip the team also visited
Kira Farm, which is run by Amigos, the
Barnstaple-based charity founded by
Old Shebberian Phil Pugsley, who visited
Shebbear College during the summer
term. Kira Farm is responsible for the

vocational education of approximately
40 students aged between 14-24 who
spend a year there learning catering,
tailoring, carpentry and agricultural
skills.
This is a wonderful place – the students
are all orphans, many of whom have had
their young lives torn apart by war or
HIV, and Kira Farm gives them the
opportunity to learn skills which will
enable them to have a more positive
future.

The team also spent some time with
charities supported by Shebbear College
on the previous exchange in 2009,
including VAD (Voluntary Action for
Development) and Katosi Women
Development Trust. They were involved

in some fieldwork organised by these
worthwhile community projects, and
were able to see evidence of good use of
the money raised by the school – they
were also able to visit the latrines at
Bbira School provided by funds raised
by Shebbear College in 2009, and see
them in all their glory!

We would like to thank everyone who
has contributed towards making this
trip possible – the friends and families of
the pupils who supported them through
sponsoring sky dives or attending
fundraising events such as the Ferret
Racing held at the school; school pupils
and staff who bought cakes at our
cake sales; and local businesses who
supported the team’s fundraising efforts
through sponsorship or donation of
raffle prizes.

During the trip the team also visited
Namungongo Children’s Home, which
is run by UK-based charity Cogwheel
Trust. This was at the request of Holywell

primary school in Tawstock, who
sponsor a little boy, Nathaniel, at the
children’s home. Mrs Smale’s son attends
Holywell, and they had been running
some fundraising events during the
summer term to enable the Shebbear

team to take some equipment to the
children’s home, including toothbrushes
and toothpaste, children’s underwear
and pyjamas, all of which are hard to
purchase in Uganda. It was there that
one of the team met an individual who
was to have a major impact on their
outlook on life:
“Somalia is about 11 years old – she was
abandoned by her parents. She is

physically deformed as there is a
problem with her leg, and she is mute.
All she wanted to do was hold my hand
the entire time, so it wasn’t hard to take
her to the side and give her one of the
teddies I’d brought with me from my
childhood. It was almost as big as her,
but seeing the look on her face, the
excitement and care she took with it, was
an unbeatable moment and I’ll never
forget it” (Lizzie Trask).

“The trip to Uganda was an incredibly
moving and humbling experience for all
who participated and I felt extremely
privileged to share this with an
exceptional team of young people, every
one of whom demonstrated tremendous
empathy and strength of character and
agreed they had participated in a lifechanging experience.” (Mrs Smale).
If you would like to read more about our
trip, please visit the Team Uganda 2011
blog at:
http://shebbearcollegeugandateam2011.
blogspot.com/
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Barbados
Sports Tour 2011
37 very excited children and 4 staff
assembled at college around midnight
on the Wednesday before the half term
break in February, to set off to Gatwick
Airport where they were going to take
a flight to Barbados and spend 12 days,
playing netball and cricket, as well as
soaking up some sun on the beautiful
Caribbean beaches.

Some of the highlights included the
Island tour, with the incomparable
Sheldon acting as our excellent guide,
the visit to Oistins Fish Market to enjoy
the wonderful music and food, eating
out at Just Grillin’ and, probably the
most memorable experience for most,
the Catamaran Cruise, which included
swimming with the turtles.

The tour was not the most successful in
terms of results, although the U15
Netball team played with great spirit and
some success, but it was a memorable
experience for all involved.

There were many other moments to
savour, including Andy Collier’s best
‘catch’ ever, (pictured), fun around the
pool and the sing-alongs led by Mr. Steel
on the bus to and from matches.
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I hope the photographs serve to illustrate
just how much the pupils, staff and
parents enjoyed the trip and give a
flavour of this truly wonderful island
and its climate.
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Lauren Rogerson - 5th Form

Lauren Rogerson - 5th Form
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Shebbear Art Gallery

Amy Thompson - 5th Form

Amy Thompson - 5th Form

Lower Art Studio (GCSE)

Lauren Rogerson - 5th Form

Joe Manning - 5th Form

Chloe Seale - 5th Form

Upper Art Studio (AS/A2)

Harriet Thomas - L6

Andrea Hewitt - 5th Form

Chloe Seale - 5th Form

Chloe Seale - 5th Form

Josh Bickley - 4th Form

Catherine Kotarski - 4th Form

Harriet Thomas - L6
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Harriet Thomas - L6

Shebbear Art Gallery

Polly Jopling - L6

Vincent Yeung - L6

Vincent Yeung - L6

Andrea Hewitt - 5th Form
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Polly Jopling - L6

Joe Manning - 5th Form

Charlotte Wade - 5th Form

Jessica Lambert - 4th Form

4th Form Artwork

Michael Crowhurst - 4th Form

Charlotte Wade - 5th Form

Harry Walton - 5th Form

Robert Rushton-Taylor - 5th Form

Jamie-Leigh Sutherland - 5th Form

Andrea Hewitt - 5th Form

Chelsea Heveran - 5th Form
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Shebbear Art Gallery

India Martin - 4th Form

Michael Crowhurst - 4th Form

4th Form Artwork

Emma Dixon - 4th Form

Catherine Kotarski - 4th Form

2nd Form Artwork

Chelsea Heveran - 5th Form

Oliver Wise - 5th Form

Harry Walton - 5th Form

Robert Rushton-Taylor - 5th Form

Lachana Chan - 4th Form

Hannah Clarke - 4th Form

Chelsea Heveran - 5th Form

3rd Form Artwork

Chloe Aveyard - 4th Form

Chloe Aveyard - 4th Form

Anna Cherrington - 4th Form

Christopher Hugo - 4th Form
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James Adams
University:
Course:
School Record:

Gap Year then
PE Studies at Marjons
Rugby 1st XV (Capt),
1st XI Football & Cricket

Robin Balsdon
University:
Course:
School Record:

Essex
Law
School Prefect, Orchestra,
Senior Choir

Timothy Ames
University:
Course:
School Record:

Plymouth
Civil & Environmental
Engineering
Head Boy, 1st XV Rugby,
1st XI Football & Cricket

Nathaniel Bond
University:
Course:
School Record:

York
Economics
School Prefect

Jack Ashmore
University:
Course:
School Record:

1st XV Rugby,
1st XI Cricket & Football

Dominic Butt
University:
Course:
School Record:

Hull
Forensic Chemistry
School Prefect,
1st V Basketball

Robert Chapman
University:
Course:
School Record:

Gap Year followed by
Medicine
School Prefect, 1st XI
Football, 1st XI Cricket
(Capt), 1st XV Rugby

Andrew Collier
University:
Course:
School Record:

Marjons
Sports Science
School Prefect, 1st XV
Rugby, 1st XI Cricket, 1st
XI Football(Capt)

Cecilia Cheng
University:
Course:
School Record:

Bath
Economics
School Prefect,
Senior Choir

Daniel Curtis
University:
Course:
School Record:

Swansea
Chemical Engineering
School Prefect, 1st XV
Rugby, 1st XI Football
& Cricket

Miffy Cheng
University:
Course:
School Record:

Hull
Chemistry
School Prefect, Senior
Choir, 1st VII Netball,
1st IX Rounders, 1st XI
Hockey

Kerry Dunn
University:
Course:
School Record:

Exeter
Psychology
School Prefect, Orchestra,
Senior Choir, 1st IX
Rounders
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Mathew Dymond
University:
Course:
School Record:

Bath
Physics
1st XI Football, 1st XV
Rugby, Drama Productions,
Senior Choir

Holly Lake
Plumbing Apprenticeship
School Record:

Fair Trade Co-ordinator,
World Aims Co-ordinator

Nicholas Hocking
University:
Course:
School Record:

Hartbury
Agriculture
1st XV Rugby, Senior
Drama Productions

Trevor Lee
University:
Course:
School Record:

Plymouth
Maths
1st V Basketball

Emily Horwell
University:
Course:
School Record:

Gap Year followed by
Business Management
at Winchester
School Prefect, Fair Trade
Co-ordinator, World Aims
Co-ordinator

Clara Nielson
University:
Course:
School Record:

Gap Year
Head Girl, 1st VII Netball,
1st IX Rounders, 1st XI
Cricket & Hockey

Isabelle Seccombe
University:
Course:
School Record:

Kent
Religious Studies &
Philosophy
World Aims Co-ordinator,
Thorne House (Capt),
1st XI Hockey(Capt)

Matt Underwood
University:
Course:
School Record:

UWIC
Nutritional Biochemistry
1st XV Rugby,
Senior Choir

Sam Spry

School Record:

RAF Aeronautical
Engineer
1st XI Hockey,
Senior Choir

Kelvin Wang
University:
Course:
School Record:

Plymouth
Civil Engineering
1st XI Football,
1st V Basketball

Kevin Tam
University:
Course:
School Record:

Hull
Engineering
1st V Basketball

Jason Wang
University:
Course:
School Record:

Hong Kong
1st XV Rugby,
1st V Basketball
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Hon. Secretary: Andy Bryan
c/o Shebbear College, Beaworthy, Devon EX21 5HJ
Treasurer: Chris Blencowe
Bursar’s Office, Pembroke College, Cambridge CB2 1RF

Old Shebbearians’
Association

Louise Way
University:
Course:
School Record:

Harper Adams
Veterinary Nursing
School Prefect, Orchestra,
Senior Choir, 1st Team
Rounders, Netball (Capt)
& Hockey

Alex Wise
Apprentice Mechanic
School Record:

President: Mark Creedy
Magazine: Harry Aspey
Waterside House, 87 Tithe Barn Drive, Bray, Berks SL6 2DD
Aspeyhe@aol.com
Magazine: Andy Bryan

Patrick Wong
University:
Course:
School Record:

Reading
Quantity Surveying
1st V Basketball

Jacky Yeung
University:
Course:
School Record:

Southampton
Fashion Marketing
1st V Basketball

www.oldshebbearian.co.uk
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President
Mark Creedy
Mark arrived at Shebbear in September
1965, and was in the first intake to Pyke
House.
An abiding memory of that day, which
Mark remembers well, is the mother of
another new boy, staying till nearly lights
out, crying her eyes out.
After a year in Pyke, he moved to the
mainschool and his housemaster was Bill
Tucker. For Mark, a favourite pastime
was to play as much cricket as possible
at break times, after school and after tea
during the summer, and in the winter
kick those old leather rugby balls over
the posts on Tower.
Mark was a very good cricketer, bowling
leg breaks, and a solid batsman and he
represented all the school teams,
captaining the First XI for 2 years.
The 1970 team comprised mainly of the
previous year’s Colts and its inexperience
showed when bowled out for 11 by Exeter
School in the first match. The team
stayed together, got steadily better, and,
reinforced by a couple of Trinidadians,
achieved some good wins (including the
OSA) under Mark’s captaincy.
Mark was always near the top of the
class, and there was quite a healthy
competition with his peers to see who
would come top in the end of term
exams.
Mark worked hard and diligently –
clearly reflected in his success at
University and subsequent career. He
is, and was, naturally very neat and tidy,
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President:

John Ruckes

Guests:

Bob Barnes (Headmaster)
Mrs. Jo Barnes
David Haley
Mrs. Candy Haley
Clara Nielson (Head Girl)
Timmy Ames (Head Boy)

Annual
Reunion Dinner
quite an advantage when you were lining
up and being inspected 5 times a day.
That’s not to say that he didn’t attract
attention from prefects eager to exercise
their authority. Most Thursdays at 12.10
Mark would have to run around the
triangle for some reason – but at that time,
we all saw that as part of a normal week.
When we became seniors, the attractions
of Bideford, Edgehill and the Stella Maris
Convent beckoned. I know that Mark
and his wife, Lindy, met while he was at
Shebbear and she was at Edgehill and of
course they are still going strong.
Mark went to the University of Reading
after leaving Shebbear and achieved
a First in Estate Management in 1975
and a Masters in Urban Land Appraisal
in 1977.
He has spent his entire career working
in the commercial property investment
and fund management world in London,
working initially for Richard Ellis ( now
CBRE, one of the largest global real
estate advisers) and then for quoted
companies from 1986. This included
spells at British & Commonwealth (now
no longer), Kingfisher and Legal &
General where in each case he was
managing director of the property
business within FTSE 100 companies.
He is now enjoying a plural career,
with both executive and non-executive
appointments, and no longer working
a full week, thus providing more time
for personal interests which include
golf, travel, cycling, theatre and Arsenal

FC. Mark has owned a holiday home in
North Devon since 1989 and remains a
regular visitor to the area.
He has lived in Northwood in North West
London for the last 27 years and remains,
happily, married to Lindy (an Old
Edghillian). He has two children, both of
whom have now left home and are
pursuing their own careers as a vet and
teacher.
(With thanks to John Brookham for
providing information for this article).

Annual Dinner
Review
The Annual Reunion Dinner was once
again fairly well attended at the RAF
Club in London. More than 70 Old
Shebbearians were present, including
guest of honour David Haley,
accompanied by his wife, Candy; the
headmaster Bob Barnes and his wife, Jo;
and Head Boy and Head Girl, Timmy
Ames and Clara Nielson.
It was pleasing to see a considerable
range of ages seated for dinner, from
those who had left college in 1943 to
those who had been there as recently as
2010.
Highlight of the evening was the
presentation of a Dartington Crystal
decanter and glasses to David Haley as
a token of thanks for the many years’
hard work he had put in to the Old
Shebbearians’ Association.

Arthur Andrews		1939-45				James Cook 		1992-99
David Verney			
1939-43				
James Cann
		
1992-99
Alan Hawken
		
1941-45				
James Marshall
1992-99
John Forster			1945-48				Russell Bryan		1993-99
Roger Horrell			1946-53				Wayne Van Rensburg 1996-99
John Milner			1949-54				Lauren Green		1995-02
Mike Johns			1950-56				Chris Hyman		1995-02
Norman Venner			1950-56				Kieron Bryan		1995-02
Chris White			1952-56				Oliver Sinden		1995-02
John Oke			1952-59				Dale Snowden		1995-02
Harry Aspey			1954-60				Dexter Barnes		1996-03
Hugh Milner			1955-61				Jeremy Sinden		1996-03
David Pugsley			1955-63				Greg Barnes		1997-04
Christopher Head		1958-65				Louise Buist		1997-02
Mike Heath			1959-65				James Buist		1999-04
Mike Tucker			1959-67				Alex Betambeau
1997-04
Andrew Cruickshank 		1960-65				Robert Purdew		1997-04
James Hancock			1960-67				William Chappell
1997-04
Andrew Thomas		1960-67				Simeon Welby		1997-04
Chris Blencowe			1961-68				Dennis Cook 		1999-06
Richard Corbett-Winder					Alex Roffey		2001-04
Henry Holroyd							Darren Furse		1999-04
Paul Sanders			1964-70				Chris Bull		2001-05
Mark Creedy			1965-72				Lauren Down		1999-06
Michael Down			1968-73				Sarah Birkett		1999-06
Simon Birks			1968-75				Jack Warner		2002-06
Mark Alford			1969-76				Maxine Jacovella
2005-07
Lester Bird			1975-80				Adam Horne		1999-07
Paul Jeffries			1981-84				Josef Schmalfus		2005-07
Paul Norman			1981-86				Hannah Welby		2003-10
Paul Lockyer			1988-95
Nigel Laws			1989-96
Robert Edmonson		
1990-97
Tony Griffiths
Bought ticket but could not attend: Emma Adams, Briony Marks, James Catterall
Apologies for absence: Geoffrey Wrayford, David Beer, Roy Turner, David Richards, Ted Lott, Lady Daphne Vane, Ian Slee,
Robert Thomas, Bob Heard, Geoffrey Watts, Keith Hall, Richard Brown, Dwayne Heard, Matthew Jewell, John Harding, Mike
Priscott, John Ware, Russell Buley, Peter Westby, Phillip Daniel, David Shorney, Eve Colpus, Peter Gatrell.
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Adam Lock –
Shebbear College
1986-2003
As a member of my first cricket team
(U15s) at the college and having
accepted lifts from his mum on a
number of occasions when I lived in
Merton, I have always kept in touch with
the Lock family since Adam left in 2003.

Association. Adam Lock was presented
with the Cargill Young Scientist Award
at ADSA’s annual meeting in July in
New Orleans. The award recognizes
outstanding research by young dairy
production scientists during the first ten
years of their professional careers.”
Lock was born and raised on his family
dairy farm in South West England
and holds degrees (BSc & PhD) from
Nottingham University.

Having met his parents recently, I was
impressed when told of Adam’s latest
achievement and thought it would be
appropriate to include it in the O.S.A.
section of this year’s Shebbearian.
On leaving Shebbear, Adam went to
Nottingham University where he gained
a BSc(Hons) in Animal Science. During
this course, he spent 12 months at
Sokoine University in Morogorro,
Tanzania. He then embarked upon his
Ph.D in dairy cow nutrition. He moved
to the U.S.A. in 2003 to take up a PostDoctoral Research Associate position at
Cornell University.
Now at Michigan State University as an
Assistant professor, this was the press
release highlighting Adam’s latest
achievement:
‘‘A young Michigan State University
researcher, along with his work that
involves both dairy production and
human nutrition and health, and the
interface between these two disciplines,
recently received national accolades
from the American Dairy Science
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knowledge to improve the ability to
trouble shoot on-farm issues related to
low milk fat tests. Lock’s research
relating to human nutrition and health
has focused on the role of milk fatderived bioactive fatty acids, and milk
fat in general, on atherosclerosois and
breast cancer disease risk.

After leaving university, Jamie started
working for the RFU, based in
Hampshire, and soon joined his local
club, Ellingham & Ringwood, where
he also became captain of the 1st XV.
It was during this time that Jamie was
approached by Dorset & Wilts, the only
combined county side in the UK, where
he played at No8 and which culminated
on May 30th last year with Dorset &
Wilts winning the English Counties final
at Twickenham, beating Leicester 31 -16.

Lock says, ‘I have been very fortunate
and consider it a privilege to be able to
work where and with whom I do.
Michigan State University has a strong
tradition of quality in agricultural
research and extension and I continue
to be excited by the prospects and
opportunities our department offers.’

Said Jamie: “Coming out through the
tunnel and playing at that enormous
ground was special – something I’ll
always remember.”

Adam married Jane in Durham in 2005
and they have two sons, Jack aged 3
and Thomas, who was born on 10th
September 2011.

He has co-authored more than 150
scientific articles and abstracts and has
lectured in 11 different countries. His
research in fatty acid digestion and
metabolism has applications in dairy
production and implications for milk fat
on human health.
In the area of dairy production, Lock’s
current research focus is on the effect of
diet on the production of bioactive fatty
acids in the cow’s rumen and the
subsequent impact on milk fat synthesis
in the mammary gland. He and his
research team are applying this

Their current address is 2612 Elderberry
Drive, Okemos, Michigan 48864, USA
and if any Old Shebbearians are passing
through Michigan, please make contact.

Jamie Sanders –
Shebbear College
1996-2001
Shebbear College has always enjoyed
a special loyalty from what must now
run into the tens of thousands of pupils
during its long history, but what is it that
makes so many ex-pupils want to come
back and teach?

And for the future – what plans does
Jamie have for rugby at Shebbear?
Jamie Sanders is the most recent expupil to return as head of rugby, joining
Aaron Steel and recently departed Steve
Chapman.
Said Jamie: “I loved my time at Shebbear
– and even as a pupil realised that it
was somewhere special. The values that
surround you here are what brought me
back. I did look at vacancies in other
schools, and I was in contact with other
schools through my previous work as a
rugby development officer for the RFU,
but none stood out to me like Shebbear.
So here I am.”
Shebbear is also fortunate to have Jamie.
With the college’s proud rugby tradition,
Jamie’s background is ideally suited to
the development of our own young
players.

After representing the college’s own
teams as a pupil, including two years in
the 1st XV, Jamie had a gap year
coaching sport at Canberra Grammar
School in Australia. He soon got
involved in Australian club rugby and
was quickly picked up by ACT Easts
where he played flanker. After a year he
was offered a generous playing contract
to stay in Oz, but he had already decided
to come back to the UK to read Sports
Science at Brunel University in West
London.

“I’ve already seen great passion and
commitment from the players here
which is great. We will always be
working with small year groups which
presents its own set of challenges,
especially when we play some schools
who can select from 5 times the number
of boys that we have. However, I would
like to feel we are offering every player
the opportunity to progress their own
game, and when we shock some of the
bigger schools it feels very special. From
what I’ve seen so far we have some great
potential coming through, so I’m really
excited about the future.’’

At Brunel, Jamie was made Captain of
Rugby, as well as 1st XV captain, and
during those three years he also played
regularly for Middlesex and
professionally for Staines RFC.
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Remembrance
at Shebbear
On the train to Devon, I couldn’t figure
out how the rural tranquility of Shebbear
College lent itself to re-imagining the
devastation of the Somme.

fathom the scale of the Great War.
Impassioned and close to tears, he
vividly described a world of broken
families, shattered ideals and millions

The trench has been painstakingly built
and lovingly maintained by head of
History, Matt Langridge, and an army of
cheap labour - namely his pupils. With
fake barbed wire, rotting sandbags and
a pocked mud bath of a no-man’s-land,
Matt says that ‘it’s the closest you can
come to a wartime experience in North
Devon’.

The kids were fed an authentic wartime
stew and even had to cope with a
simulated gas attack.

My memories of Remembrance Day
involved a drizzly walk to the school
chapel, sitting on a splintered pew,
listening to a list of alien and curious
names from a time I could barely
imagine. I remember a solemnity to the
occasion, and a recognition of its huge
significance, but for a long time my
classmates and I couldn’t see how it
affected us.
It was my A-level history teacher, a
Shebbearian himself, who helped me
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Not every school can build a trench on
their grounds, or even a poppy man for
that matter, but what Shebbear College is
showing is that with some imaginative
thinking it’s possible to create a living
connection to the men and women who
died for their country all those years ago.

Before the fun had begun, Matt had
given each of his students a card.
Fastidiously researched, each card
contained the name and history of an
Old Shebbearian who had fought and
died in France. As night fell, the students
took turns to introduce their soldier and
as they heard familiar tales of sporting
achievement, misbehaviour and pranks
in the classroom, they began to see the
similarities. As one boy put it, ‘they were
just normal, like us.’

He also explained to me that the trench
wasn’t just for recreating history.
‘Students read war poetry in the trench
for English, and media classes use it as a
film set. It’s a great way of enriching that
period as a whole.’
Impressed by the attention to detail and
the scale of the project, I still couldn’t
understand how the sobriety of
Remembrance Day would sit with the
childish joy of playing soldiers and
getting very muddy.

When I asked him if other schools
should follow Shebbear’s example Matt
told me, ‘it doesn’t matter how we do
it, keeping alive the stories of these
people so that we don’t forget, is what’s
important.’

front-lines, and handed out maintenance
tasks, including making sandbags,
moving wire and sniper spotting – all of
which involved getting wet and muddy.

dead; the British Empire had withstood
its greatest test but at the incalculable
cost of losing an entire generation. It
helped me realise that the world I lived
in had been sculpted by those men and
women and that I owed them a great
deal.
It’s those bombshell moments that Matt
is trying to create for his students. He
hopes they’ll go on to tackle the
magnitude and significance of world
conflict; ‘Every single person was
touched by the First and Second World
Wars. Using the trench, the students
begin to appreciate that there are stories
behind the names.’
Sat in the filthy trench, Matt explained to
his class the dismal life of soldiers on the

With this connection made, the students
read out details of how the former pupils

Because of that, next November and
every November after, those children
who sat in a ditch on a chilly winter
evening, will remember them.
Kieron Bryan
were killed. As the teenagers described
the tragic deaths of men only a few years
older than themselves; men who had
walked the same corridors, shared the
same dining room and sat in the same
classrooms, they were visibly moved.
One boy confided quietly to his friend
that he was nearly crying as he told his
story.
With the death of Harry Patch this year,
we lost not only the last surviving soldier
to have fought in the trenches, but also
our most pertinent connection to the
Great War. Without that human link to
the brutal, imperialistic folly of the
trenches, the frailty of memory and the
gaps in experience make it all too easy to
forget the monumental sacrifices made
by so many.

OSA Annual
Golf Day 2011
Will we ever play this on a nice sunny
day? For the third year running the
weather was, to say the least, indifferent,
with the start delayed this year by
thunder and lightning! We contemplated
standing on the first tee with a one iron
in the air, as, in the words of Lee
Trevino, “not even God can hit a one
iron!”
It did clear however and, although it was
wet underfoot, 25 golfers enjoyed an
individual Stableford competition at
Holsworthy, followed by a meal,
attended by 32 Old Shebbearians, after
which the prizes were awarded.

The most memorable moments on the
course this year were the Chair of
Governors, Mike Saltmarsh, playing his
second shot out of a tree, Jonny Allin
spending most of his round in the trees
and Nigel Buse going into three bunkers
in the first two holes, one of them twice!
The competition was won this year by
debutant David Banbury with 40 points,
with the runner up being Holsworthy
member John Bewes (36 pts), on count
back from John Dunstan (36 pts).
The longest drive prize was won by the
veteran OSA secretary Andy Bryan,
the nearest the pin in two at the 7th by
John Bewes and the nearest the pin on
the 16th par 3 by John Dunstan. The
team prize this year was awarded on a
combined age basis, to the oldest team,
Brian Allin, Paul Webb, Ed Stanbury and
Mike Hobbs.
The prizes were presented by this year’s
OSA President, Mark Creedy, and also in
attendance was last year’s President John
Ruckes, who kindly contributed towards
the prizes. A draw was held to raise
funds towards the College’s forthcoming
netball and cricket tour to Barbados and
St Lucia in 2013 and the largest cheer
came when the now follically-challenged
John Tucker won the Brylcreem!!
Thanks to everyone who supported
the event again this year and, although
numbers were slightly down on previous
years, a great day was enjoyed by all.
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W. Ewart Sanders

Shebbear
Tennis Court
In my role as O.S.A. Secretary,
I receive some interesting
correspondence from all over the
world and there were several letters
this year that arrived with some
fascinating information from
Shebbear’s past.
The one that particularly took my
interest was sent from a Mr.
(or Mrs.) M. J. Wright from Bere
Alston, who, whilst replacing the
floor in the kitchen came across a
letter sent by the Treasurer at the
time, W. Ewart Sanders, to Old
Shebbearians who had contributed
to the funds raised towards the cost
of laying the tennis courts in 1930
(originally two not three).
A copy of the letter, in remarkably
good condition, and a photograph
of the courts are published here.
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Obituaries
‘Kingsley’
Rev. Professor Charles Kingsley Barrett, D.D., F.B.A. (1917 - 2011)

Victorious O.S. Rugby
Side Helps Raise
£1,800 for Injured
Truro Boy
Resplendent in their specially
commissioned jerseys, an Old
Shebbearian rugby side was at Kelly
College on a sunny October morning
to compete against Old Kelleians in a
match to raise money for a young Truro
School pupil who broke his neck whilst
playing at Kelly last year in a 2nd XV
fixture.
The team, from a squad of twenty five
(including Headmaster Bob Barnes) got
off to a flying start with two quick tries.
Kelly pegged one back and at 19-13 at
half time the game was finely poised.
However, with captain Mark Priest
leading from the front, plus fleet of foot
and slight of hand from the Saltmarsh
brothers, Ollie Wickett and Neil Giddy
in the three-quarters, the OS team raced
to an unassailable 43 – 13 lead with ten
minutes to go.
Kelly did score a couple of consolation
tries at the end to give some reward for
their endeavours but the final score was
43 – 25.
Try scorers were Mark Schofield (3), Rob
Saltmarsh (2), Harvey Brown and Ollie
Wickett, with Ollie converting four tries.

Refreshments and an auction followed,
including a signed Wasps shirt from
former English International Phil Vickery.
In total some £1,800 was raised.
Well done to everyone who played and
came to support. It is hoped this will be
an annual fixture, with the return match
on Tower Field next autumn.
Lester Bird

O.S. Rugby Match
11th December 2010

For a number of years since the demise
of the 1st XV v OSA rugby match, there
has been a real interest in organizing an
Old Shebbearians’ match to be played
between a Devon based XV and an
Exiles XV. Following the success of the
charity match against an Old Kellians
side in October, I agreed to arrange a
match to be played on Tower Field
in December.

In 1928 Shebbear College was a boarding
school with about a hundred boys and
half a dozen masters. It was a small
community in which both boys and
masters shared a common life seven days
a week for twelve or thirteen weeks at a
time.

Thirty-one players made themselves
available, so it didn’t leave much room
for injury or old age which might
reduce numbers during the match,
but rather surprisingly there was only
one injury (probably a crucial one
as it turned out) and the match was
played in a competitive, but goodnatured spirit, with referee Bob Barnes
always exercising a firm control over
proceedings.

To be thrust into such an intimate
community two hundred miles from
home could not be other than daunting
for an eleven-year-old boy whose only
experience of schooling had been two
small day schools in South London. Yet
it was this school which was to so win
his affection that more than seventy
years later he was to write “I wouldn’t
have missed it for anything; it was
wonderful.”

The final score of 15-14 to the Exiles
was of little relevance (until the return
match anyway); far more important
was the after-match banter both in the
dining room, where the players and their
families enjoyed a delicious curry, and
then in the local pub where the players
were able to quench their thirst after
their exertions.
Many players said how much they were
looking forward to next year’s match,
a report of which will appear in this
magazine.

Kingsley died on 26 August in Bishop
Auckland Hospital, County Durham.
He was 94. Until quite recently he had
been in reasonable health though his
sight had deteriorated and his hearing
was poor. He had been living on his
own since his wife, Margaret, died in
December 2008.
Kingsley was born in Salford, Greater
Manchester, in May 1917. He was the
only child of the Rev. Fred and Clara
Barrett. Fred Barrett had been ordained
in the United Methodist Free Churches
(UMFC) a year or two before it united
with the Bible Christians and the
Methodist New Connexion to form the
United Methodist Church in 1907.
The UMFC had in 1877 established its

own school, Ashville College, Harrogate,
and it was to that school that this father,
a Yorkshireman, should have sent his
son. A chance encounter during the First
World War changed all that. It was while
he was conducting a mission in Bideford
he met John Rounsefell, the headmaster
of Shebbear College. Like many before
and after him he fell under his spell. He
vowed that if he should have a son it was to
Shebbear he should go.

The first glimpse we get of the future
scholar is to be found in the Minute
Book of the Shebbear College Natural
History Society for 1931. From its pages
we learn that on 19 June ‘Mr.Barrett read
a paper on Fish; he described the sea as
the cradle of life and ended his talk with
a very interesting account of the fighting
fish of Siam.’ Three weeks earlier he had
been elected the society’s librarian with
responsibility for drawing up rules and
regulations for borrowing books from its
small library.

In 1921 the family moved to South London
and it was from there that Kingsley came to
Shebbear in 1928. On the first day of May,
three days before his eleventh birthday, he
left home for Waterloo station to travel in a
reserved coach with twenty other Shebbear
boys the two hundred miles from Waterloo
to Dunsland Cross.

In the previous year, at the early age of
thirteen, he had demonstrated his
intellectual prowess by passing the
Oxford School Certificate examination
and gaining matriculation exemption
[university entrance]. In November 1933
he passed the Intermediate examination
of the London B.Sc. and in 1934 the
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Obituaries continued
Higher School Certificate to which he
added a distinction in Mathematics in
July 1935.
Yet it was not these academic distinctions
which he remembered in later years nor
should they detain us for more than a
brief moment. It was his full immersion
in the life of the school community
which lay at the heart of his strong
affection for Shebbear.
He was as much at home on the sports
field as he was in the union debating
society of which he became secretary.
He excelled acting in plays on the stage
of Third [the Memorial Hall] and as
a soloist in oratorios and cantatas at
Lake. In editing the magazine he had his
first opportunity to display his literary
talents. On the sports field he played
rugby for the school and opened the
batting as captain of the first cricket XI.
He was an all-rounder in every sense of
the word. In his last year in the school he
was the obvious choice for Senior Prefect
[Head Boy].
In 1935 he won an open scholarship in
Mathematics at Pembroke College,
Cambridge, the college in which his new
headmaster, Leslie Johnson, had won
academic distinction a decade earlier.
L. W. Johnson was himself a
mathematician and Kingsley was always
quick to attribute his success in the
scholarship examination to the tuition
he had received from him.
Taking Mathematics in the first part of
the tripos he switched to Theology in
1936 to take a First in both parts of the

Theology tripos in 1938 and 1939. In
the autumn of 1939 he moved to Wesley
House, the Methodist theological college
in Cambridge, to train for the Methodist
ministry. He had taken the first steps in
that direction by becoming a Methodist
local preacher while still at Shebbear.
Later in life he was always at pains to tell
others that it was in the chapels of North
Devon that he first began to learn his
trade as a preacher. He was to remain
at Wesley House until 1942 when he was
appointed an assistant tutor at Headingley,
Leeds, another Methodist theological
college.
In 1942 the exigencies of war meant that
the number of men coming forward for
ministerial training was dwindling to a
trickle and in 1943 the college was
closed. Ordained that year into the
Methodist ministry he left teaching to
become a circuit minister in Darlington,
County Durham. For the rest of his life
it was that county which was to be his
home.
A year later he married Margaret Heap
who had just completed her nursing
training. In marrying Kingsley,
Margaret launched herself on a new
‘career’ which was to be a blessing not
only to her husband and children but
to hundreds of others. Not only did she
provide Kingsley with the domestic
framework without which his prodigious
achievements as a scholar would have
been impossible, but she made their
home a haven for countless numbers of
students and others. Every Shebbearian
who came to Durham sooner or later

found himself in their home.
Conversation was not Kingsley’s metier.
He had no small talk but Margaret made
up for that. As a conversationalist she
sparkled and shone with warmth and
humour so that their guests were put
completely at their ease.
Kingsley was throughout his life not
merely a preacher and an academic. He
was a pastor, too, and in that role
Margaret played an indispensable part.
Hundreds of students, fellow academics
and friends were entertained in their
home in times of need as well as in times
for celebration.
Kingsley had already established himself
as a New Testament scholar before he
left Cambridge for Leeds in 1942. In
1939 he had won the University Carus
Greek Testament prize. In 1940 he
followed this up by winning the Jeremie
Hellenistic prize and in the following
year the Crosse studentship. On moving
into circuit work in 1943 he continued
his studies. A man of enormous energy
and stamina, each day until 10 p.m. was
devoted to circuit work with the hours
from 10 p.m. to 2 a.m. given over to
study and research. Some of this resulted
in articles in the Expository Times and
other learned journals which enhanced
his reputation as an up-and-coming New
Testament scholar.
Durham with its prestigious university
was only nineteen miles from
Darlington. The university had at that
time as head of its Theology department
a man by the name of Michael Ramsey

who was destined to become Archbishop
of Canterbury fifteen years later. In 1945
Kingsley received an invitation from him
to apply for a lectureship in his
department. So began an association
with Durham which was only severed by
his death in 2011. In the last sixty years
nothing has done more to enhance
the reputation of Durham’s Theology
department than that association. Today
the University has a lectureship and a
lecture theatre named after him.
In 1947 he published his first major
work, ‘The Holy Spirit and the Gospel
Tradition’ but eight years were to elapse
before the same publishing house, the
SPCK, published the work which was to
establish him as a scholar of
international repute. The Gospel
according to St. John is a commentary
on the Greek text which soon outclassed
all others and which has stood the test
of time. In it he subjected every word
and phrase to the most exacting and
meticulous examination, bringing to
bear on everything the evangelist wrote
the context in which it was written. This
he was able to do because he acquired
an almost unrivalled knowledge of the
non-Christian literature of the time,
having made himself master not only of
Greek and Latin but of Hebrew, Aramaic
and Syriac.
Not surprisingly it was taken up in other
countries and adopted as a standard text
in translation. Fifty-six years later in
2011 Pope Benedict XVI in his Jesus of
Nazareth made three references to it to
give authoritative backing to points he
wished to make.

The following year, 1956, the University
of Cambridge conferred on him one of
its most coveted awards, the degree
of Doctor of Divinity. Two years later,
anxious that it should not lose him to
some other place of learning, the
University of Durham created a special
chair, Professor of Divinity, for him.
Honours came thick and fast. In 1961 he
was elected at the unusually early age of
forty-four a Fellow of the British
Academy, the highest honour any
British academic in the Humanities can
receive. For many years he was the only
member of staff in the University of
Durham to have the letters FBA after his
name. Universities in the United States,
Canada, Australia, New Zealand, and
Germany invited him to give special
lectures, and wherever he went Margaret
accompanied him.
His lectures served to add to the
international prestige of the University
of Durham. From the universities of
Aberdeen, Hull and Hamburg came
honorary degrees. There is not the space
to list the many honours showered on
him but reference must be made to the
commentaries he produced on Romans,
and 1 and 2 Corinthians, which led him
to be acclaimed as one of the greatest
Pauline scholars of the day.
In the 1990s, when he was approaching
80, his two-volume commentary on
the Greek text of the Acts of the Apostles
was greeted by many as his crowning
achievement and the one by which he
will be remembered by students of the
New Testament for generations to come.

All told he wrote more than twenty
books on New Testament subjects as
well as scores of articles in learned
periodicals.
Kingsley was a Methodist to the core
but his friendships bridged every
denominational divide. Amongst his
closest friends were Roman Catholic
and Jewish scholars and it was of some
significance that in September at the
thanksgiving service for his life held in
his Methodist Church in Durham the
address and sermon was given by a
Roman Catholic priest who as a
seminarian at Ushaw, the Roman
Catholic seminary near Durham, had
been one of his students thirty or more
years earlier.
Though he spent his whole career in a
university founded by a bishop which
was for all intents and purposes an
Anglican institution, he remained
uncompromisingly a Methodist. The
Methodist tradition to which he
belonged was of the non-Wesleyan
variety though no one was more devoted
to the theology of its founders, John and
Charles Wesley. His father, raised as a
‘free’ Methodist in the UMFC, taught
him that if churches were to be true to
their New Testament origins they should
be governed democratically with equal
weight given to laity and ordained.
He also taught him not to be afraid to
look critically at biblical texts and to
follow truth wherever it might lead
him. These views were strengthened
by what he imbibed at Shebbear from
John Rounsefell and the Shebbear of the
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1930s. The pursuit of truth was of its
essence. This meant that he was never
prepared to accept any theological or
ecclesiastical proposition if there were
no grounds for it in the New Testament.
It was this which led him to stand almost
alone when a scheme was devised for
uniting the Methodist and Anglican
churches in the 1950s and 1960s. This,
amongst other things, required
Methodist ministers to seek episcopal
ordination. He rejected the claim of
the Church of England that its bishops
belonged to an historic episcopate which
could trace back its authority through
successive consecrations to the apostles,
and that only those who had been
ordained by bishops in this ‘succession’
had any validity as ministers. This
he described as “ridiculous” from an
historical standpoint and “calamitous”
as theology. So popular was the scheme
with most Methodist ministers that he
found himself barred for a time from
their churches and pulpits even though
the scheme came to nothing because
of strong opposition from a sizeable
number of Anglican clergy and laity.
Believing strongly in the priesthood of
all believers, he wrote in 1955 that the
only thing which stood in the way of
every believer being able to baptize and
act as celebrant at the sacrament of Holy
Communion was the need for “decency
and order”.
Sunday by Sunday from 1945 until quite
recently he preached, often twice a
Sunday, in Methodist chapels in County
Durham and further afield in the North

East. On many of these occasions he was
accompanied by Margaret who acted as
his chauffeuse, he never having learnt
to drive. Only a few realised as they
listened to him that they were listening
to the greatest New Testament scholar of
the day.
Wherever he went he had that almost
unique gift of putting his message in
such simple terms that his meaning was
clear to everyone whatever their
educational background. Such was his
modesty and humility that the last thing
he would ever have done was to try and
impress people with his status and
learning. In most of the chapels to which
he went he was simply Mr. Barrett from
Durham. To the end of his life he taught
and preached the Gospel, and as his life
ebbed to its close he talked to his fellow
patients from his hospital bed of the God
to whom he had given his whole life and
sang to them his favourite Charles Wesley
hymns.
On entering Kingsley and Margaret’s
home on the outskirts of Durham the
first thing to strike any visitor was a large
watercolour of Shebbear College in the
entrance hall specially commissioned
for them. We may well ask was this any
more than the nostalgia felt by many of
us for our childhood and school days? In
Kingsley’s case it certainly was. It was
at Shebbear he acquired habits which
were to shape and mould his future
life: the habit of working hard and the
determination to aim for the highest
standards. There was something else.
In the rhythm and rituals of the daily

school routine, in dormitory and dining
hall, in morning assembly and evening
prep, he acquired the discipline of an
ordered life. It was this which enabled
him to work a fourteen-hour-day even
long after his retirement in 1982 at the
age of 65. But it was from John
Rounsefell, his model and guide, he
learnt that nothing mattered more in
life than adherence to principle and the
pursuit of truth, whatever the cost.

On leaving Shebbear in 1943, Bill went
to Plymouth and Devonport Technical
College on an engineering scholarship
before joining the Army. Promotion to
Lieutenant in REME followed rapidly.

We salute the memory and mourn
the loss of this great and gentle man,
the greatest Shebbearian, we dare to
say, of all times. Our hearts go out to
his daughter, Penny, and his son, Old
Shebbearian, Martin.

He then joined the British United Shoe
Machinery Company in Leicester
as a graduate trainee, specialising in
production engineering.

David Shorney

Obituary William A. Batten
Bill Batten was a farmer’s son from
Petrockstowe whose abilities and qualities
of leadership were instantly recognised
by Jack Morris on his appointment as
Headmaster in 1942. He became JBM’s
first Head Boy and helped out willingly,
due to a depleted wartime staff, with
teaching juniors.
A first class sportsman, he captained
both the Rugby and Cricket teams. A
Shebbearian magazine of 1941 records:
“Stand off. Captain. An inspiration to
the backs; playing very well”. He was also
Secretary of the Union of Debating and
Dramatic Societies and Choir.

After his time in the Army which saw
service in Libya, Bill entered Manchester
University’s College of Technology in 1948.
He was awarded a Bachelor of Science
degree in 1951.

His expertise in solving problems led to
him taking on consultancy work in various
divisions and subsidiaries of the company.
In 1962, he attended the Administrative
Staff College at Henley and was
subsequently appointed Works Director
and Director of Works’ Services. In 1975
he became Director of Personnel and
Engineering Services and was responsible
for all aspects of personnel services,
including industrial relations, for two
divisions of the company.
When BUSMC was taken over by an
American company in 1979, he resigned
to help set up L&P Textiles with his
son-in-law and two others. The company
produced high quality elastic yarn and by
the 1990’s had achieved a turnover of £10
million a year.
He was a loyal and enthusiastic member of
the Old Shebbearians’ Association and in
1978 was elected President. He attended 40
Reunion Dinners and numerous Speech

Days, invariably with his life-long friend,
Bill Lyddon. But in 1994, he was diagnosed
with Alzheimer’s and by 2005 needed fulltime nursing care.
During his illness he was nursed lovingly
by his wife Jean and their daughters. But
Jean then suffered a debilitating stroke. She
spent the last five years of his life with him
in a nursing home in Shepsted, Leics. He
died on September 26, a month short of
his 87th birthday.
Bill Lyddon writes: “A service to celebrate
his life was held at Loughborough
Crematorium on September 30th. I
attended with Jean, daughters Gill and
Brenda and four grandchildren. Two of
his sisters and their families journeyed
from the West Country and together
with business and local friends we said
goodbye to this fine and talented Old
Shebbeararian.”

Obituary Amos Bridgman
Amos Bridgman, North Devon
businessman and entrepreneur, played a
key role, firstly as Chairman of the
House Committee, then of the
Governors, in seeing through much
needed new building and refurbishment
at Shebbear during the 1970’s and 1980’s.
His shrewd business sense and experience
made him a first class negotiator when
it came to awarding and overseeing
contracts for new building work.
A School Apart records: “It seems that

it was Amos Bridgman’s flair for finance
and building which was a decisive
factor in providing the college with its
unprecedented scale of building, and
he also had the advantages of knowing
Shebbear inside out and of possessing
the skill to gain everyone’s co-operation.”
The book quotes the late George
Kingsnorth (Headmaster 1964-83) as
saying: “In the building of the Sports
Hall, we decided what we wanted , which
included a full-sized hall plus squash
courts, changing rooms and recreation
rooms.
“Architects smiled benignly and quoted
astronomic figures for the cost. Amos
Bridgman, the chairman of the house
committee, also smiled benignly,
negotiated with the builders, and in due
course the figures left the sky and came
down to earth.”
Amos came to Shebbear from the family
farm at Vaddicot as a day boy at the age
of eight in 1937.
He showed a great aptitude for
mathematics, was good at English and
played cricket and rugby, but on leaving
Shebbear in 1945 decided against further
education and joined his father, Percy,
on the farm.
Percy, also an Old Shebbearian, was to
die shortly afterwards and Amos took
over the business. Changing it from a
mixed farm, he began by specialising in
pedigree cattle, then developing a dairy
herd.
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The farm was sold in 1973 and Amos
diversified into the meat trade, eventually
building up a chain of 17 shops, two
abattoirs, three outlets at Smithfield
Market and other companies. Latterly,
he took an interest in property
development.
He was invited to join the Worshipful
Company of Butchers and became a
Freeman of the City of London. He was
elected President of the OSA in 1984.
For much of his life, he had another
passion to rival his business interests –
bridge.
He represented Devon and was also
a county selector. A tribute from his
bridge club said: “Over the last 40
years Amos played a very large part in
Devon bridge. He was a very fine player
who represented the county on many
occasions; he was a county selector
for some years and served on the
committee, most recently as chairman.
“He was instrumental in building up the
annual North Devon Congress to the
successful event it is today. Until recently
he had been chairman for many years,
the most prolific trophy winner and
the driving force behind the Barnstaple
Bridge Club.”
He also enjoyed playing golf and
remained competitive into old age.
Amos died aged 82 in September at
North Devon District Hospital. A
funeral service was held at St Brannock’s
Church, Braunton.

110

He is survived by his daughter, Sally. His
son, Simon, predeceased him in 2001.

60th birthday party at Alcester Rugby
Club, of which he was a vice-president!
His infectious laugh and booming voice
would lift any occasion.

Obituary Peter J. Nash

He also had great style. If he arranged
a meal at Flanagan’s in Piccadilly, then
you met beforehand across the road at
the Ritz for pre-dinner drinks.

Into the small world of Shebbear at the
beginning of Winter term, 1956, arrived
a 14 year-old boy of indomitable
cheerfulness. He came from Bramdean
School in Exeter. Like a number of
Shebbearians at that time, he had lost his
father in World War Two.
Peter Nash was the last to pretend that
he was academic. But he was enthusiastic
about all things; good at art, excelled at
swimming, played rugby, appeared on
stage and was a pleasure to know.
His life came to an end prematurely
through sudden illness in June, only
days before what would have been his
70th birthday.
At his funeral in Alcester, the delightful
and historic Warwickshire town which
had been his base for many years, certain
words stood out from the tributes:
“ ... a very good man” “ ... “the sort of
man who when one door shut behind
him, looked for two more to open.”
There was standing room only in the
parish church of St Nicholas.
Peter loved social gatherings and
reunions with Shebbearian
contemporaries. What fun we had at his

By virtue of his out-going nature, it was
almost inevitable that he went into sales
when he left school. “I sell bogs and
basins,” he would say cheerfully.
Equally cheerfully, he would tell how one
day, years ago, when he was representing
a major bathroom company, he was
called to the company’s grim Northern
headquarters along with all the other
sales staff and asked to hand in his
company car keys. Peter handed in his
keys – and simply went into business
on his own. He sold the same products
but as a freelance agent for a number of
different companies. He worked hard,
drove thousands of miles a year and the
business prospered, enabling him to buy
a property in Spain.
He was still working until weeks before
his death. As well as his love of the rugby
club, he gave freely of his time to many
causes in Alcester and helped raise
thousands of pounds for charities.
He married Carole in 1968 and they had
two daughters, Melony and Samantha,
and one granddaughter, Charley.
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