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A Word
from the Chaplain
In a time of great change and
questioning of one’s place in society,
having a steadfast rock to hold firmly
onto is crucial. Much the same as Peter
upon whom God built his church, we
can take solace in the fact that God
used someone who had doubted His
strength of character, yet through
his great mercy and wisdom, built up
something which still stands today and
brings people closer to him.

Let me introduce myself. My
name is Tim Aldridge and I am
the new Chaplain at Shebbear
College.
Firstly, I would like to thank David
Hull, my predecessor, and offer my
best wishes to him in his future and to
congratulate him on his recent marriage
to Sarah. I continue to pray that God will
bless him in his new role and for their
future.

Working in such a diverse and
challenging location, while on the
surface appearing geographically
isolated, it has been amazing to me to
see how Shebbear connects with the
entire world and the role Shebbearians
have had and continue to have within
the south west and in international
countries.
Having arrived at Shebbear at the
same time as the new Headmaster, Mr
Simon Weale, it has been a real time of
learning and growing with ‘how things
work’ at Shebbear. With a desire to see

God’s will be done in this place, it is
with His help that I am able to do that.
I am reminded of the verse in Isaiah
43 which says “See, I am doing a new
thing!” and while I am in the wilderness
geographically, I am thankful to say that
the legacy which has been left before
me from Chaplain to Chaplain has been
a real source of encouragement to me,
knowing that Shebbear College has
a good biblical based foundation by
which the lives of so many people have
been touched throughout the years.
As I look to the future of my Chaplaincy,
I do hope and pray that with God’s
leading and guiding I will honour what
has gone before me and in doing so
fulfill God’s calling on my life. If you
are one who prays, please do hold us in
your prayers.
Peace,
Tim Aldridge

Something I share with David is my
strong belief in Christian values and
the importance that they offer within
our school environment. They provide a
moral compass for our community here
at Shebbear.
The College has a strong foundation of
deep-rooted biblical traditions which
have set the tone for many previous
generations who have come to the
school.
These values have provided the guiding
light in the lives of Old Shebbearians
after they have left the sheltered
environs of the College.
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Shebbear College Staff
Governors
				
				
Mr. L. Bird			
Mr. R. Collings		
Mr. P. Mason		

Chairman		
Vice Chairman

Mr. M. Saltmarsh
Mr. P. Sanders

Mr. A. Bowes
Mrs. J. Down
Rev. P. Pillinger

Mr. G. Russell
Mr. D. Verney
Mrs. C. Boother

Mrs. V. Sherriff
Mr. N. Buckland O.B.E.

				Headmaster		
				Deputy Head		

Mr. R. Barnes BA Hons
Mrs. A. Farrell M. Ed. (English*)

				Senior Management

Mrs. E. Bearpark LLB (Maths*)

				Head of Junior School Mr. M. Furber B Ed Hons
				Head of Sixth Form

Mr. M. Newitt BScHons FRGS PGCE (Geography*)

				Head of Middle School Mr. K. Parker GRSM Hons PGCE (Music*)
				Head of Lower School Mrs. K. Purdew Cert Ed
				College Chaplain

Mr. T. Aldridge BA Hons

House Staff (Boarding)
Mrs. L. Quirk BSA (Head of Boarding/Pastoral Care, Child Protection Officer)
Mr. A. Ashfield MA Economics, BA Hons Economics (Business & Economics*, Pollard Housemaster)

Senior School Teaching Staff

Junior School Teaching Staff

Mrs. S. Akers Cert.Ed. (Learning Support*)
Mrs. J. Aliberti BA Hons PGCE
Mr. A. Arthur
Mr. A. Barlow BA Hons, SIAD Dip AD, LSDC, PGCE (Art*)
Mr. I. Burnett BA Hons PGCE
Mrs. C. Cardoo BSc Cert Ed
Mr. S. Clewley BSc PGCE (Physics*)
Mr. A. Colville BSc Hons BSc (Biology*)
Dr. S. Crook Ph D (Chemistry* & Science*)
Mme. C. Fanet BA MA PGCE (Modern Languages*)
Miss S. Ham BSc Hons PGCE (Girls’ Games*)
Mr. M. Langridge BA Hons PGCE ( History*)
Mrs. F.Lovett BA Hons (Media Studies*)
Miss M. O’Shaughnessy BA Hons PGCE
Mrs. L. Parker GRSM Hons LRAM PGCE
Mr. M. Rogers MA Hons BA Hons PGCE (Religious Studies*)
Mr. J. Sanders BSc Hons GTP
Mr. A. Steel BSc Hons GTP (Boys’ Games*)
Mrs. P. Thomas BA Hons PGCE (ICT*)
Mr. S. Trask BEng Hons PGCE
Mrs. A. Vassilaki BA Hons GTP

Mrs.
Mrs.
Mrs.
Mrs.
Mrs.
Mrs.

* denotes head of department
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J. Biddlecombe MITD
J. Burnett BA Hons PGCE
F. Goode Cert Ed
J. Harman MA Ed
T. Brock B Ed
D. Jones BA Ed Hons Cert SPLD

Learning Support Assistants
Mr. M. Akers
Mrs. S. Chappell
Mrs. K. Clarke RSA Cert SPLD
Mrs. K. Franklin (Examinations Officer)
					
Classroom Assistants
Mrs.
Mrs.
Mrs.
Mrs.
Mrs.

L. Kirby NVQ L3
S. Ley NNEB L3
S. Standford BTec L3
S. Willis-Butcher NVQ L3
J. Trask

Science Technician

Mrs. S. Sluggett

Systems Manager

Mr. D. Balman

Librarian 		

Mrs. J. Welby MCLIP

Shebbear College Staff
Administrative Staff
			Bursar 					Mr. B. Horn ACMA ACIS CGMA
			

Projects Manager 			

Mrs. S. Day BSc Hons FCCA

			

Finance Co-ordinator 			

Mrs. S. Letchford

			

Finance Assistants 			

Miss V. Hooton, Mrs. J. Gilhespy

			

Headmaster’s Secretary/Registrar

Mrs. S. Lindley

			Receptionist 				Mrs. A. Bryan
			Marketing 				Mr. M. Charman
			

School Medical Officer 			

Dr. A. Al-Doori

			

School Nursing Officer 			

Sister R. Light

			Uniform Shop 				Mrs. J. Armstrong
			

Head of Maintenance 			

Mr. D. Gleed, Mr. R. Brauns

			

Health and Safety 			

Mr. R. Arthurs

Maintenance/Groundspersons
Mr. R. Arthurs, Mr. S. Knight, Mr. M. Skinner, Mr. M. Quirk, Mr. D. Gilbey, Mr. J. Brandi, Mr. A. Poole
Minibus Drivers
Mr. C. Gaden, Mr. P. Coleman, Mrs. J. Whiting, Mr. M. Taylor
				Catering Staff 			

Housekeeping Staff

				
Mr. M. Kingsland LTM *			
Mrs.
				Mrs. I. Fisher 				Mrs.
				Mrs. M. Taylor 				Mrs.
				Mrs. C. Priest 				Mrs.
				Mr. M. Stacey 				Mrs.
				Mrs. A. Barker 				Mrs.
				Mrs. M. Ager 				Mrs.
				Mrs. V. Pitcher 				Mrs.
				Mrs. P. Hancock 			Mrs.
				Mrs. L. Priest 				Mrs.
				Mrs. J. Wickett 				Mrs.

S. Clarke*
A. Hawkins
L. Catton
J. Curno
R. White
K. Lewis
A. Rideout
N. Creighton
M. Ellender
J. Meyer
P. Parkinson

Visiting Music Staff
Flute 			
Clarinet and saxophone
Violin and Cello
Brass 			
Guitar 			

Mrs. M. Orriss 			
Mr. S. Smith 			
Mrs. C. Frith			
Mr. A. Edwards 			
Mr. A. Duncan

Guitar and Singing
Piano 			
Piano 			
Singing 		

Shining a light on achievements during the school year

Mrs.
Mrs.
Mrs.
Mrs.

L. Duncan
A. Morphy
R. Cornish
R. Slater-Lyons

7

THE SHEBBEARIAN 2012 - 2013

Headmaster’s Speech
Friday 5th July 2013
trip to find a Costa coffee outlet, on the
second day off I discovered that you can
get a pretty good coffee in Waitrose in
Holsworthy (a twenty mile round trip),
and on the third day off I just bought a
kettle.
Next week, like all incomers, I’m going
to try surfing. I’m not sure if any locals
actually do it, but I have noticed that
the water is really cold. Anyway, I hope
to be standing on the board by Friday
and, if I am, I will try surfing in the sea
during the following week. I’ll probably
start keeping chickens as well.

Mr Chairman, Ms Keleman,
Honoured Guests, Ladies and
Gentlemen, Boys and Girls.
It is my privilege to be able to deliver
my first report at Speech Day.
I do feel like a bit of an imposter
reporting on a year in this school when
I have only been here for a term. I do
hope that the fact that I started work on
1st April does not become the defining
moment in my headship at Shebbear.
I would like to start off by thanking
everyone for the warm welcome that
my family has received since we arrived
here. This has helped us to cope with
the trauma of moving job, home, and
schools.
In the last three months I have had the
chance to meet many of you and usually
two things come up in our conversation.
The first is a two part question – ‘why
have you moved to Devon?’ and ‘how
are you coping with the adjustment
from London life?’.
I think, like many of you who have
moved down, I was sold to the idea by
previous trips down here on holiday and
by the school, the school that comes
to life in our fantastic website video
and when you first get here and meet
the school community ... well, most of
them.
I guess I’m your typical incomer. On my
first day off I made a fifty mile round
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As for London, if you haven’t been there
it’s not much different from here. It’s
a bit hotter in summer, there are more
buildings and people and there are
fewer cows and sheep. But, as most of
you will know who have had children,
when you have an eighteen month old it
doesn’t matter where you live, because
they are in charge and they run the
social calendar.
The other thing I am quite often asked
is, what are my plans for the future of
the school. In fact, it becomes a little bit
more mystical – ‘what is your vision for
the school?’
One of the adjustments in becoming a
Headmaster is that people are actually
interested in your views. A year ago, if
I had told people I had a vision, I would
probably have been locked up.
I can tell you that having been bowled
out by my son’s first ball in the Staff
v Pupils match the other day my first
action will be to ban cricket with
immediate effect.
However, I will give you some idea of
what else I hope to do in this report of
the year.
I should start by paying tribute to Mr
Barnes – the Headmaster for the first
two terms of this year, a fantastic head
of this school for over ten years and
an integral member of staff for double
that period of time. A number of
celebrations took place earlier in the
year to celebrate his contribution to the

school and they were all deserved. He is
a really good man and he has dedicated
a large part of his life to this school and
its community.
As you probably know he is currently in
Australia following the Lions tour. The
advantage of this is that I will blame
him for anything which hasn’t worked
this year and I will take the credit for
everything that has worked. And let’s
face it, when he arrived in Australia the
Lions had not lost a match and now
they are struggling, I need say no more.
Chris Woodhead, the former Chief
Inspector of Schools, summed up the
essential ingredients of an excellent
school in his article in last week’s
Sunday Times; ‘An excellent school
should have very strong pastoral care,
a very well taught curriculum, and an
extensive range of extra-curricular
activities and opportunities to test and
develop character’. I agree with him
and I want this school to be consistently
excellent in what it provides in these
key areas.
It is not easy to sum up a year of
pastoral care – crises solved – tears
stemmed – relationships mended. What
I would say as an incomer is that the
pastoral care in this school is excellent
and we clearly need to continue to
maintain our high standards. Most
of the children in this school are very
happy and feel cared for by the staff,
even when things are not going well.
Having a boarding community helps
to focus our mind in this respect (the
responsibility of looking after a child for
twenty four hours a day is a very serious
one) and it is no coincidence that our
pastoral care and our boarding are
both run by Mrs Quirk - a committed
professional of the highest calibre with
excellent intuition. She has once again
been ably supported by our Heads of
School – Mr Newitt, Mr Parker and Mrs
Purdew and by her teams of tutors, and
of course by the medical staff and other
key people, like our learning support
assistants and our office staff who pick

up on things when they are not right.
Mrs Purdew steps down as Head of
Lower School at the end of this term
and, as they say, returns to the ranks.
She has been a passionate, caring and
highly effective Head of Lower School
and a tough act for Mrs Lovett to
replace when she returns from Uganda.
As a parent, I know how well my
daughter was looked after in boarding
when she arrived here – as the centre
of attention - last September. Having
boarding, definitely improves the
education offered at this school and
our balance of indigenous and overseas
boarders adds to the experience of
every student here – there are not many
places in Devon where someone from
Holsworthy might have lunch on the
same table as someone from Hong
Kong, Germany, Russia and Barbados
– but it happens here every day. I am
delighted that our new Head Boy, Julius
Gemmel, is a boarder from Germany
– he will speak to you in English today
and it is a timely reminder to young
British children that in the modern
world they will be competing in the job
market with multilingual, well-travelled,
resilient people like Julius.
Of course, education at Shebbear for
most begins in the Junior School. I say
Junior School, but what we have is very
much a traditional Prep School with a
Pre-Prep and a Kindergarten. There
has been a buzz about the Junior
School this year, not least because Mr
Furber has arrived and made such a
strong impression. Of course, the most
important thing in the Junior School
has been the high quality of teaching
and learning that has taken place and
this is evident in the really bright and
bubbly group of students joining the
Senior School from the Junior School in
September.
But Shebbear College – both Junior and
Senior Schools - will never just be about
life in the classroom from eight thirty
to three thirty. When Mr Gove is talking
about extending days and shortening

holidays he does not mean schools like
ours. Why would our Junior School want
to spend the whole day inside with all
our wonderful space and facilities –
especially the new lighthouse play area
in front of Pyke House?
As a result, in the Junior School there
have again been many wonderful
achievements in sport, drama, and
music.
At the North Devon Gymnastics
Championships we won 7 Gold, 6 Silver
and 4 Bronze medals, including an
award for our coach Sue Standford.
Gymnastics is new to the Junior School
this year, as is hockey and yet we
performed exceptionally well at our
first ever Independent Schools’ Hockey
Tournament at West Buckland.
Our Girls’ Football Team won the
ISFA (Independent Schools’ Football
Association) Cup in Taunton, beating
some school called Millfield in the final
and then went on to win Shebbear’s
own Football Festival. Sophie Gillies has
since been selected for the Devon FA
Centre of Excellence. Only three girls
were chosen from across the county.
Sophie’s father plays for the village
football team in the weekly match
against the College and Sophie will of
course play for the College.

the Spring Term celebrated the many
pupils that are learning instruments.
Jessica Alexander was awarded a music
scholarship to the Senior School and
many of you will have heard her play
the E flat horn beautifully at the recent
Senior School summer concert.
The last few weeks have been manic
in the Junior School, mainly because
Mrs Jones was getting them ready to
perform ‘Olivia’. Not everyone was
lucky enough to attend their triumphant
performances last week, so I am
delighted that the cast are now going to
sing the final song from the show.

Above: Performance by the Junior
School cast of ‘Olivia’.
‘Me and Mrs Jones’ – you could write a
song about that.

In the Glidden and Squire Cross Country
Competition Eliza Banbury was the overall
Under 11 Girls winner and Harry Brown
was ranked in the Under 9 top 5, and, as
you would expect, our boys and girls
have been able to take part in a host of
fixtures against other schools in cricket,
netball, rugby and rounders.

Our music department has continued
to grow under the resourceful and
unstoppable leadership of Mr and Mrs
Parker and their team of peris. A key
part of their rationale is to encourage
our children to perform to others and
therefore, in addition to formal events,
such as the Remembrance Service and
the Candlelit Carol Service, there have
been a host of concerts and other
chances to shine.

At the North Devon Performing Arts
Festival we achieved numerous 1st, 2nd
and 3rd place awards. Overall winners
included Connie Gillies (Speech and
Drama - Connie also won an academic
and drama scholarship to the Senior
School), Archie Boycott and Olivia Rolls
(Instrumentalists) and our Junior School
Choir.

At the Summer Concert 16 of the
soloists were of Grade 5 standard or
better and at the Summer Chamber
Concert there were 33 soloists mostly
from Forms 1 and 2. Music Exams are
published in your programme and show
the variety of instruments studied and
the high standard that our students are
achieving – our music is going places.

The Junior School Music Concert in

Another advance has been the high
quality of performance from our various
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ensembles, from Junior Strings to the
Sax quartet.

Above: We were treated to a superb
performance of ‘St. Louis Blues’ by
Georgia Stevens and Matilda Cage.
The school has successfully put on two
excellent musicals which matched our
musical talent with our acting talent
so capably brought on by our LAMDA
teaching. If ‘Olivia’ was a gentle
comedy, ‘Sweeney Todd’ was a darker
comedy directed by Mr Burnett with
Nour Gobara in the starring role.
Jenny Martin and Summer Dunscombe,
two very well organised 4th Formers
were entrepreneurial enough to put on
a very successful ‘Pick ‘n’ Mix’ night a
couple of weeks ago that raised over
£300 pounds for charity. This was an
evening of music and drama and they
cleverly included a piece from some of
our brightest acting talent ...

Above: ‘Phobias Workshop’ sketch
performed by Connie Gillies, Cameron
Mills, Nadia Blaskiewicz, Jennifer Martin
and Nour Gobara.
There is no doubt in my mind that the
disciplines of Music and Drama can
have a transformational effect on young
people who gain so much confidence
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from the whole experience.
When I was appointed last year, by
chance, I met the Deputy Head of
another independent school in Devon
who rather cheekily referred to us as
Shabbier rather than Shebbear. If you
talk to really old boys like Mr Hancock,
there was some pride in the school in
surviving Dickensian conditions with
harsh old fashioned schoolmasters –
but not any more.
It is important to look at the site
today and the tremendous work that
continues to take place to improve it.
Whereas the facilities of other schools
seem to be on the slide, ours continue
to improve. This has been overseen
by the Governors, the Grounds and
Maintenance Teams, not to mention the
Bursar (that’s a note to myself - don’t
mention the Bursar – because it just
encourages him).
Since last Speech Day we have
developed the new Life Skills Centre;
including a sculpture and pottery area,
woodwork, textiles and photography.
We now have a fantastic audio-visual
and lighting rig in the Memorial
Hall, a refurbished Dining Room and
servery, a new 50Kw solar panel array,
a new lightweight minibus, and a new
playground for my daughter – sorry, the
new Junior play area.
The old gym has gone and been
replaced by a lovely lawn, the Cedar
Block has been upgraded, as has
the Memorial Hall staircase, we have
new granite benches and resurfaced
tennis courts. This summer we will be
building a 200Kw Biomass Plant and
Sustainability Suite, a new Biology Lab,
the Beckly Wing will be re-rendered and
sorted out and the Dining Room will
have a new glass frontage. It is all about
providing 21st Century facilities for a
21st Century school.
Of course, in the past, we could have
hidden the less salubrious areas of the
school with our art work – it is one of
the things which everyone notices about
Shebbear – the sheer quality of the art

work that is on display. Work which
reflects the passion of our Head of Art
- the restless search for perfection that
is Mr Barlow. It is rare for someone
to visit the school and not make a
comment to the effect ‘I wish I could do
art here’. Please take time today to look
around the magnificent work produced
by our students in the last year – you
will be amazed.
Shebbear is known for its sport and
will continue to be known for its
sport. We don’t always win – indeed
sometimes we don’t win at all but we
always try and compete - often against
the odds. The Sports Department
continues to run a full fixture list
against schools who often have three
or four times the number of players at
their disposal and teams often littered
with sports scholars. As such our
sports people become resilient and we
produce a disproportionate number of
representative players in a wide variety
of sports and our former pupil teams
would be a match for anyone.
In boys’ sport the annual rugby match
against West Buckland went right down
to the wire and we could have won - the
2nd XV went one better beating West
Buck in a pulsating last game of the
season. The First Years had the best
record - they did beat West Buck (twice)
and Plymouth College amongst many
others.
The football First XI were almost
undefeated, winning eight matches
and losing only once and the hockey
squads continued to make excellent
progress. The First XI Cricket Team tied
their match against Truro in a nailbiting
finish whilst the U13s won the most
games including a comfortable victory
against Wellington School.
Our girls continue to be very competitive
whether it is on the hockey field – a
notable result for the First XI being a
draw with Plymouth College - or on the
netball court where our First VII enjoyed
wins against both Blundells and Truro.
Rounders remains a strength of the

school and over 80% of the matches
played by the school ended in victory.
Sports Day underlined the quality of
many of our athletes and it was fitting
that Grace Beal and Matthew Prowse,
two young sports people who represent
the values of Shebbear sport, won
Victrix and Victor Ludorum respectively.
The school also undertook an extremely
successful sports tour to St. Lucia
and Barbados – a video of which has
been produced and makes compelling
watching.
I’m not sure if chess counts as a sport,
but it thrives here, not least because
in Theo Slade we have one of the best
young chess players of his age in the
country. Nine of our players played in
the UK Chess Challenge. Theo won the
Devon section at U12 and Jed Light won
at U17.
Chess is just one of the extra-curricular
activities run by the tireless Mrs
Bearpark. With Mitch Kingsland she
also oversaw our very successful Ten
Tors 35km Team which stormed home
with the second fastest time in their
group. In very tricky conditions, they
made really sound and mature decisions
about their route and the team of Seb
Sanders, Ross Bennett, James Hibben,
Matthew Hill, Olivia Hill, and Lucy Taylor
did us proud.
Meanwhile our D of E programme led
by Mrs Akers (with staunch support
from her husband and several other
members of staff) is more popular than

ever with more than 50 enrolled for the
Bronze Award and several participating
in the Silver and Gold Award Scheme.
Mrs Lovett is not here today because
she is leading our World AIMS trip to
Uganda. This will be a life-changing
trip for all who participate - teachers
and students alike - and it is something
that every pupil in here should be
considering participating in if they can.
In the last year the school has continued
to support various charities by raising
awareness and raising funds. Our
Fairtrade shop continues to do good
business and reflects a care for the
welfare of others less fortunate than
ourselves which our founding fathers
would have been pleased with. They
would also have been delighted that we
have a new Chaplain, Tim Aldridge, who
is in the process of redefining the role.
I am very keen, as I am sure you are,
that we secure the best academic
outcomes for our students. I do want
my children to be happy but I also want
them to be pushed and stretched especially the one who got me out.
Last summer, August 2012, pupils
and staff at the College were able to
celebrate an excellent set of GCSE
results at a time when the national
trend saw - for the first time in some
years - a dip in grades. The overall
pass rate was 86% at grades A*- C. In
addition to this, 93% of pupils achieved
at least 5 A*- C grades.
I have just come from a part of the

Shining a light on achievements during the school year

world where this type of information is
manipulated in a very cynical fashion,
where pupils are not allowed to take
GCSEs if they are not going to pass
them with at least a grade B, or are not
allowed to take exams in the school
if they are an overseas student. I also
come from a part of the world where
pupils are asked to leave schools (when
they might have as many as 7 Bs at
GCSE) when they are perfectly capable
of producing reasonable A Level grades
that would give them a better chance
of securing a job or college course.
Why are they asked to leave? Because
schools want to finish top of league
tables.
This cynicism hasn’t happened at
Shebbear, in some ways we might have
been too nice, and so the outcomes
are particularly pleasing especially that
35% of passes were at grades A* and
A. These superb results again reflect
the high level of commitment shown by
both the staff here and the pupils that
they inspire.
Worthy of note in the GCSEs was Ellen
Chamberlain, our new Head Girl, who
achieved 7 A* and 4 A grade passes.
Will Collins, now in Uganda, achieved
an A* at A-Level Maths (aged 16) and
7A*, 3As and 2Bs at GCSE, and Harry
Chibbett, our Deputy Head Boy, got
5A*, 4As and 1B.
Our A-Level results were also very
pleasing and yielded an overall pass
rate of 98%. This relates to 27% of
passes being A* and A, and over 75% of
passes being A* to C.
Sam Cappleman-Lynes completed
his remarkable career at school by
achieving 6 A-Level Passes (4 As and 2
A*) and an A at AS Level. Sam is now
studying at Trinity College, Cambridge.
Daniel Buckland achieved 1 A* and 2
As and went on to Bath. Both Frederic
Selwyn, who achieved 2 As and 1B, and
Robert Chamberlain, who achieved 1 A*,
1 A and 1 B grade, are now studying at
Exeter. We wait with interest to see this
year’s results. Again we have a student
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holding an offer to Cambridge and
most intend to go to good quality UK
universities.

and he builds up excellent relationships
with his students. He will thrive in his
new post at Bedales Prep School.

In academic terms there is so much
to look forward to. From September
our First Years will receive discreet
lessons in critical thinking – a discipline
that will get them to reflect on the
quality of how they think and how they
might apply improvements to each of
their subjects. ICT students will be
able to gain the ECDL (the European
Computer Driving licence), an industry
standard qualification. Our dynamic
Maths Department has a number of
students dotted round the school who
achieved Gold Certificates in the UK
Maths Challenge; Hebe Wang, Waycle
Lai, Emilio Aliberti, Stanley Hill and,
of course, Will Collins. I am looking
forward to working closely with Mrs
Farrell and with Heads of Department in
reviewing our curriculum and making it
the best it can possibly be.

Mr Anthony Ashfield has been a highly
regarded Housemaster of Pollard and
an excellent Head of Business Studies
and Economics. His no nonsense
approach has been appreciated by all
of his charges and I have had to replace
him with three people. He has a bright
future at Sedbergh School, Cumbria
(although it rains more there than it
does here) where he will take up a
similar post as Head of Department.

Sadly, of course, the end of the school
year does lead to a few goodbyes. Our
Upper Sixth have served us proud, but
they are more than ready to go out into
the big bad world.
We also say goodbye to some members
of our Fifth Form who have decided to
go on to pastures new. They go with
our blessing, many of our most loyal
old boys and old girls left at 16 and we
wish them all the best for the future.
And we say goodbye to four key
members of staff who also move on
to pastures new. Mrs Jan Harman has
served the Junior School and the College
as a whole with great distinction. She
is a wonderfully creative teacher with
a real understanding of how children
learn and how you can get the best out
of each individual.
Mr Steve Jeggo came here on a one
year contract to teach Humanities in
the Senior School, but has also helped
out in a host of different activities
and sports. He is an old fashioned
schoolmaster in the sense that he gives
freely of his time and his knowledge
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Mr Matthew Langridge is treasured by
most of the school community. He
is another top quality teacher who
has raised the standards of teaching
and learning in the school. He has
established a resource base that the
History Department can live off for the
forseeable future. He has left a big hole
to fill and I don’t just mean the trenches
by the Chapel. At some point I will
forgive him for leaving, but for some
reason he has decided to swap winters
in North Cornwall for those in Malaysia.
We wish all departing pupils and staff all
our blessings for a prosperous future.
My final task is to thank the Governors
for their continued work at the school.
You don’t get paid for being a Governor
of this school, but you take on a huge
amount of responsibility and they do it
mainly out of a love of this school and
we are lucky to have such a group as
our guardians.
And to thank the staff. We are going to
hear all about the pupil achievements
in a minute, but without the committed
staff at this school, whether they are
teaching staff or non-teaching staff,
then nothing would happen.
And finally the pupils – you make this
day what it is – you make this school
what it is. A former Head of my last
school was actually called Mr Bean…
most Heads have a bit of the Mr
Bean about them. In 1913 he wrote
this message to his students. It is
something I am very taken by and which

you will hear again from me – he said:
‘If you desire to belong to a school
of which you may be justly proud,
if you wish to hear this school
spoken of as one that bears a high
name … a place where all that is
unworthy is hated and despised,
then remember it rests with you to
give it that name’.

Speech Day

Chairman:

James Hancock, OSA President

Friday 5th July 2013

Headmaster:

Simon Weale MA (Oxon)

Guest Speaker:

Carleen Kelemen OBE

Shining a light on achievements during the school year
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Prizes
& Donors
We acknowledge, with gratitude, the
sources from which the Prize Fund
is maintained and honour the names
which are recorded in the bequests.

Junior School Prizes:

Cameron Mills

Academic Year Prizes:

Memorials to:

Junior
Junior
Junior
Junior

James Thorne

Progress Prizes:

3
4
5
6

-

Lola Frisby Williams
Timothy Parker
Matthew Honey
Connie Gillies

Simon Rattenbury

William Robins
Bridget Astley
Laura Priest
Dylan Hughes
		

Jonathan Pickard

Junior School Sportspersons:

Thomas Braund and
Charles Raab

J. D. Prior
A. W. Cock
John Dymond
The Rev’d A. Oolds
David Hodges
James Coffman
The Beckly Scholarship Fund
The Colin Ley Art Prizes
The F.T.B. Lawson Prizes

Form 3 Progress Prize:
Lower School Learning Support Prize:
Helen Dalton

Form 4 Academic Prizes:
Mathematics:
Eva Ho		

English/French:
Ross Bennett

Patrick Faulkner
Sophie Gillies

Science:

The Arts:

Aesthetic/Creative:

Thomas Robins

Eva Ho

Modern Foreign Languages:

Technology:

Sean Nadin

Pip Mahoney

Marcus Godfrey Stone Prize:

Progress Prize:

Katie Slee

Thomas Hughes

Leslie Clark Prize:

Middle School Learning Support Prize:
Luke Westaway

Amy Taylor

Eva Ho
		

The Westcott Prize for Drama
The John Blainey
Computing Prize
The Marcus Godfrey Stone
Junior School Prize

Form 5:
Senior School Prizes:
Form 1 Academic Prize:
Antonia Aliberti

Form 1 Progress Prize:
Willow Bowden

Form 2 Academic Prize:
Theo Crookes

Form 2 Progress Prize:
Ben Parker

Form 3 Academic Prize:
Connie Bromhead
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Academic Excellence:
Emilio Aliberti, Julian Blaskiewicz,
George Bone, Jake Collins, Edward
Coward, George Daniel, Emily Dunn,
Tom Hill, Jack Honey, Bailey Miles and
Katie Trask

The Robinson’s Cup for
Geography Coursework:
Emilio Aliberti
English as a Second Language Prize:
Harry Cheung

Lower Sixth:

Upper Sixth:

Other Prizes:

Applied Business Studies:

Applied Business Studies:

Hayley Prouse

Matthew Prowse

Kenneth Isaac Staff Prize
(Academic Work):

Art & Design:

Art & Design:

Jason Liu
		

Juliette Joubert		

Elisa Mihaylov

Tom Venner Memorial Cup:

Biology:

Biology:

Cameron Burnett		

Dan Lee		

Economics:

Economics:

Ellen Chamberlain

Jason Liu		

English Literature:

English Literature:

Saskia Weale			

Rose Frith

English Language:

French:

Joe Furber

Charlotte Wade

Further Mathematics:

Further Mathematics:

Will Collins			

Jason Liu		

Geography:

Geography:

Joe Furber		

Vanessa Rothon

History:

History:

Saskia Weale

Matthew Prowse

Mathematics:

Mathematics:

Julius Gemmel

Dan Lee		

Media Studies:

Media Studies:

Matt Davey

Jack Alford

Music:

Physics:

Emily Neal

Richard Dymond		

Physical Education:

Religious Studies:

Francesca Traxton

Michael Chapman
		

Physics:
Will Collins		

Psychology:

Matthew Prowse

David Hodges Memorial Prize
for investigation work in
Mathematics (3rd Former):
Connie Bromhead

The Arnold Cup for best
‘A’ level results 2010:
Sam Cappleman-Lynes

Leslie Clark Prize for best
GCSE results 2010:
Ellen Chamberlain

John Lill Music Prize:
Will Collins

John Featherstone Art
Appreciation Prize:
Ellie Bird

The Westcott Prize for Drama:
Nour Gobara

				
James Coffman Memorial Prize
for good character (3rd former):
Lucy Taylor

Rounsefell Prize for History
Coursework:
Rose Frith

John Dymond Memorial Prize
awarded to a valued member
of the school community
(6th Former):
Amy Thompson

Jess Lambert

Religious Studies:

Continued ...

Cameron Burnett

Shining a light on achievements during the school year
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Prizes
& Donors
Old Shebbearian Association
Prize for Grit and Perseverance:
Harry Landymore

W Paul Prize for Creative
Writing:
Connie Bromhead

The Evans Shield for service to
the school/community:
Cameron Mills

The John Blainey Memorial
Prize for ICT:
Bailey Miles

The Jon Colpus Memorial Cup
for Inter-house Competition:
Way House

Sports Person of the Year:
Grace Beal

Minor Sports Person of the Year:
Eevee Banbury

Girls’ Award for Sporting
Commitment:
Megan Furse

Sports Team of the Year:
1st XI Football

Headmaster’s Prize 2012 - 2013
Head Girl: Grace Beal

Head Boy: Robert Dunn

Leaving Shebbear College by Matthew Prowse, Upper Sixth Form.
A time comes for every Shebbearian to leave, but as many of us know this will not be the end of
Shebbear College. After 11 years at the College, I can safely say I have enjoyed my time here. I
am often asked what I will miss the most. Even though there is no straightforward answer, I can
guarantee everyone will miss the college in full in their own particular ways, whether it is seeing
their friends every day or eating the school meals, there is sadness for all.
I have never been good with goodbyes and so as I say this sad farewell I know that this will not
be the end of our time as Shebbearians; once a Shebbearian always a Shebbearian.
It was all in all a sad year for us at the college as Shebbear said farewell to numerous members
of staff including Mr Bob Barnes who I cannot thank enough. Mr Barnes’ final message to the
college was “it is not the foundations that make up the school, but it is the community and
everyone in it that makes the school” ... a message that will stick with me for the rest of my life.
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Sanctuary

School Prefects (2012 – 2013):
Matthew Prowse, Daniel Lee, Robert Dunn (Head Boy), Richard Dymond, Brett Light, Jason Liu,
Georgina Cox, Charlotte Wade, Mary-Ann Screech, Grace Beal (Head Girl), Lydia Scambler, Rose Frith, Elisa Mihaylov

Shining a light on achievements during the school year
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Departures
Bob Barnes
As a late developer
himself (we
all heard his
school reports
in Chapel) Bob
always understood
the mind of the
mediocre child and he consequently
enjoyed the essential quality of the firstrate teacher - the ability to see the good
in every child.
For those of us who see the school as
a kind of family in need of fathering,
Bob is one of the father figures who,
throughout the years, guided very many
boys and girls to successful outcomes.
Relishing the opportunity to act as a
role model for pupils, he taught them
to become confident, unselfish and
positive in their outlook.
He practised good humour every day,
no matter what. He laughed a great
deal as both teacher and headmaster
despite managing to maintain a
fairly intransigent position regarding
pupil behaviour: notably, he not only
demanded, but he received, high
standards from most of the pupils most
of the time. Indeed, naturally genial and
gregarious himself, he has always been
a superb ambassador for the school,
not least through his favourite game rugby.
Although it might have been in this
subject area that his command of the
subtleties was perceptively greatest,
his teaching extended to much more
than PE and games. In his 23 years
at Shebbear, he delivered IT, history,
business studies, religious studies
and psychology. Yet, I’m sure it will
be agreed, that Saturday fixtures will
be the poorer for lack of his animated
contributions.
As a teacher here, he is without equal,
fanatical about education and wholly
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convinced of Shebbear College’s value
and purpose, not least in manufacturing
links between ourselves and schools in
Uganda. He has combined unflagging
energy with brilliant resourcefulness
and imagination, very often putting
younger and more athletic teachers
to shame! His long life batteries just
seemed to keep on going.
Most importantly, his hundreds of
pupils learnt not only through listening
and watching but through doing,
whether the activity involved discussing,
debating, presenting, computing
or even teaching, it is the pupils
themselves that made the running.
Bob inspired fruitful activity. More than
anything it is this prolific activity and
engagement that made those lessons
memorable for so many.
I never saw Bob lose his temper. Even
when dealing with the most recalcitrant
individuals, Bob managed to maintain
his humour. It is no exaggeration to
say that he has, throughout the years,
transformed the way many of us at
College think about teaching. He would
always remind us of the pupils’ point
of view. And he did this as he did
everything else, without self-assertion
or thought of self advancement. On
the contrary, he was always the first
to ensure that credit that should be
rightfully be his, was directed instead to
pupils and colleagues.
He is a generous man and I feel very
fortunate to have worked with Bob for
nineteen years. He and I shall never
fully reconcile our views about certain
aspects of education, but I am grateful
for Bob’s tolerance of me throughout
the years, particularly those when I
acted as his deputy. He has been, quite
simply, the best possible colleague.
His wonderful sense of humour has
brightened many, many days. And his
wonderful ability to make people feel at
ease and bring out the best in them is
something I have really admired.

I have mixed feelings as I write this: I
feel excitement for Bob as he moves
on to a new adventure, but also great
sadness about losing an irreplaceable
colleague whose influence has been
keenly felt. I have rarely met a person I
like more and wish him, as I’m sure we
all do, the very best for his retirement.
Good luck.
A. Farrell

Sue Clarke
It was with great
sadness that we
experienced the
loss of our friend
and colleague
Mrs Sue Clarke.
Following several
months of being
very poorly Sue was diagnosed in
June 2013 as having cancer and
succumbed to the disease in August.
Sue ran our Housekeeping Team for
several years and was our friend.
Many of us have very fond and
indeed funny memories of Sue as she
certainly liked a laugh, and managed
to see the humour in the most
unexpected places.
Many college staff attended her
cremation service in Barnstaple where
we heard a rather special sermon
about Sue and her life.
We miss you Clarkie!

Anthony
Ashfield

pastures (in this case very far flung)
new.

Anthony joined
Shebbear College
in 2007 as Head
of Business
Studies and
Accounting. He
became a Middle School tutor and
began to go walking with the Ten
Tors teams.
In his second year here he offered
Economics instead of Accounting;
the popularity of this subject, both
at AS/A2 take-up and as a subject to
be read at University has increased
exponentially.
After two years with the Middle
School, Anthony joined the Sixth Form
tutor team and he also took on the
role of the Ten Tors Team manager,
successfully steering teams across the
finish line for three years.
During the last few years of his
time here, he became Housemaster
of Pollard, whilst maintaining his
commitment to his teaching and Sixth
Form Tutor role, quite a feat!
My favourite memories of Anthony’s
stay are watching him hide at the
back for the Boarders’ Extravaganza’s
Staff Dance acts… every time - at the
back, trying to be invisible!
E. Bearpark

Matt
Langridge
It was with some
sadness that at the
end of the summer
term we had to say
goodbye to Matt
Langridge, who as
Head of History for the past five years,
had decided it was time to move on to

Having arrived in September 2008 from
the sub-tropical desert heat of Bahrain,
it was a shock to the system for Matt
coaching rugby in the ‘character
building’ weather of the Autumn term
but he invested his enthusiasm for
the sport into his team and in the
classroom.
He is a passionate historian and I am
sure he will be remembered as such
by his pupils, a number of whom have
continued their studies to degree level.
I am sure many people will also
remember his willingness to appear on
stage with his tutor group in the Sixth
Form Variety shows; from Dr. Evil to a
ballerina, nothing was too embarrassing
as long as it was funny.
Brunei’s gain is Shebbear’s loss and I
am sure everybody would join with me
in wishing him and his family well for
the future – I’m sure rugby coaching
next year will be a lot warmer.
M. Newitt

Jan Harman
Jan Harman came
to Shebbear
College to
teach ESL and
Special Needs
(as it was then),
in the Senior
School, and to
join her husband Bev, in being the
Houseparents in Pyke House. When
numbers increased in the Junior
School and another teacher was to be
appointed to teach the Year 3 pupils
in a separate class from those in Year
4, Jan became a member of the Junior
School staff.
Many pupils have fond and amusing
memories of their time in Jan’s
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class composing dramatic scripts
as part of their learning in all areas
of the curriculum. Jan’s ability to
turn learning about diverse topics
such as Archimedes, the lifecycle
of plants, Civil War in the locality,
Burglar Bill and Rev Stephen Hawker
of Morwenstowe into entertaining
and sometimes amusing drama, is
legendary. Many of these became the
highlight of talent shows and concerts
to the delight of parents and pupils
alike. Her version of Mr Gumpy’s
Outing, which had the characters
of Mrs Quirk, Mr Barnes and other
members of staff being played by
pupils in her class was hilarious, and I
so enjoyed the challenge of adapting
and accompanying songs for her
plays. She inspired her pupils to write
class books telling the children’s own
versions of well-known stories which
are now part of our Junior School
library.
Such delights as Cheerios and candy
boot laces were part of Jan’s practical
equipment for Maths lessons – Jan’s
ability to make a game to go with
so many aspects of the curriculum
resulted in her pupils remembering
many facts such as how coordinates
work, their times tables and sounds
for literacy work. Her frequent class
trips out using the local environment
in Science, History and Geography not
only aided learning but gave children
an appreciation of the area in which
they live.
Jan will be especially remembered
for her empathy and ability to get
alongside pupils needing extra
support and those who were reserved
or shy. Under her care they grew in
stature and developed into confident
young people.
Thank you Jan for eleven years of
dedicated service and care for our
pupils at Shebbear College.
F. Goode
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Arrivals
Simon Weale
We welcomed
Simon Weale as
new Headmaster of
Shebbear College
in April 2013. Mr
Weale stated ‘I
am honoured and
thrilled to be Headmaster of Shebbear
College. My wife Rebecca and I, with our
three children Saskia, Jabez and Delilah,
are really grateful for the warm welcome
shown to us by everyone’.
Simon worked in several schools before
joining Shebbear. He began at the Judd
School in Tonbridge, a state grammar
school, and then moved to Latymer
Upper School in Hammersmith where
he was Head of Year and managed the
school’s Activities Week. At Reigate
Grammar School he was Head of Sixth
Form, responsible for maintaining
academic standards and preparing
students for university. In his last post
as Deputy Head at Brentwood School
in Essex, he looked after the pastoral
needs of over one thousand students.
His experiences to date will surely serve
him well at Shebbear.
He said ‘I aim to preserve the many
excellent features of this historic and
successful school, but I do have a strong
commitment to continued improvement
through careful change. You can be
sure that I will protect the Shebbear
ethos of ensuring that it is a school full
of happy and confident children. I am
also committed to developing the work
of the OSA in connecting and supporting
the wider Shebbearian community.
The support will continue to grow and
develop both for students during their
studies here and then through university
and beyond’.
Simon is a very keen sportsman and has
played cricket for Oxford University and
has been captain of Teddington CC, one
of the strongest clubs in the South East.
He played rugby for London Cornish
RFC and hockey for the London Schools
Hockey Association.
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Mike Furber
Mike Furber took
on the post as
Head Teacher of
the Junior School
here at Shebbear
College in
September 2012,
following the retirement of Mr Bev
Harman.
Mike, a resident of Shebbear village,
came to us from Bradworthy Primary
School where he held the post of
Deputy Head for thirteen years. Prior
to that, Mike had held senior teaching
posts in schools in London, Nigeria,
Thailand and Sheffield.
Married to Maura (also a Primary
school teacher), they have four boys
– Joe (who is currently in the Upper
Sixth here at the College), Stanley,
Ben and Archie.
Mike was already known to many
members of our College staff before
he came to join us, largely through
his involvement in local sport. For
a number of years he played both
football and cricket for Shebbear
village, as well as coaching Junior
teams both at his school and in
various local sports leagues.

Tim Aldridge
Hello, my name
is Tim Aldridge
and I am the new
Chaplain here at
Shebbear College.
I’ve come to
Shebbear having been a youth worker
in Launceston for the last five years
working for the Launceston Area
Methodist Circuit. While I was there I
was part of the team that set up The
Unit Skate Park.
I studied at Mattersey Hall Bible

College where I attained a degree in
Biblical and Applied Theology.
I grew up in a small village called
Great Wyrley just north of Walsall in
Staffordshire. I come to Shebbear
with my wife Natasha and our
daughter Grace. We are very excited
at being asked to come to Shebbear
and to minister here, working within
the school.

Eve Blundell
I am Eve Blundell
and I am very
pleased to
be teaching
Psychology at
Shebbear. I am
lucky to have a
great family; comprising my husband
Ian, and five children, James, Conor,
Emily, Amber and Hugh, and a 15
year old dog called Poppy. Whilst
spending time at home caring for
my children, I have been employed
in caring and supporting roles, such
as an intervention worker for nursery
age children, a ‘first stop counsellor’
for the Citizens Advice Bureau and
finally a Psychology Teacher. All
of these roles have been amazing
and afforded me the opportunity
to work with a variety of people
who have taught me a lot, and I am
very grateful to them for that. I am
working with just as many amazing
people at Sheb.
When away from work I spend time
with my family and friends enjoying
the simple pleasures of North Devon
life, especially the beaches, our
current favourite being the Northam
Burrows. The beach at the Burrows
is huge and always seems empty, no
matter how many people are there.
It is a great place to go if you need
to ‘blow away the cobwebs’ as it
is always windy! I bought my first
wetsuit last year and I love body

boarding and splashing around with
the kids, I just wish the water was
a lot warmer as the kids are always
keener than I am. I also enjoy
cycling, especially on our tandem,
coast walking, travelling and growing
vegetables (very badly) - this summer
I only managed four tomatoes and a
handful of runner beans!

Judith Aliberti
For me last year
was such an
exciting year full
of new challenges
and opportunities.
It felt very strange
at first being at
Shebbear as a teacher, having got to
know the school so well as a parent.
For the first few weeks I felt very
odd just walking into the staffroom,
rather like an impostor but I settled
in thanks to all the friendly welcomes
from staff and students and I soon
felt part of the place.
Coming from a large state
comprehensive school to Shebbear
was in many ways quite a shock to the
system, but the essence of the job is
the same. In the classroom it is the
teaching and learning that matter, so
despite all the differences between
the two establishments, in this regard
they are not so different.
As well as teaching Spanish and
French, I welcomed the opportunity
to teach pottery, mosaics and Italian,
all passions of mine. One of the
things I love about Shebbear is its
truly international community and the
chance to meet so many wonderful
young people from all over the world.
Teaching Italian to a 6th former from
Kazakhstan who knows some Spanish
was certainly an unusual challenge.
There is a great energy about this
place and generally a willingness to

be open to new ideas and cultures,
which is very rewarding.
One of the highlights of the year
for me was organising the Form 2
Activities Week trip to France. Although
not specifically a languages trip, the
students certainly were exposed to
France and French culture throughout
the week. I know this is always a very
popular trip and I am looking forward
to organising it again next year.

Dixie
AppletonWahl
At the end of
my first year at
Shebbear, I can
honestly say that I
LOVE my job!
Teaching and inspiring children in art,
and being inspired by their creativity
is my ideal work, and I am thrilled with
what has been produced. Hopefully the
students are learning that creativity has
a magical quality - the more you use
it, the more you have - and that artistic
talent comes in many forms. I am aiming
to teach the basics, but also, open their
minds to the endless possibilities, instil
confidence, and nurture individuality
in ideas and expression. It is my hope
that even students who do not choose
to continue studying Art beyond third
form, and do not consider themselves
to be talented in this area, will have
enjoyed their Art lessons, and take from
them an enduring appreciation of the
vast and exciting scope of the art world.
Ashley Barlow, and Mike Furber
in the Junior School, have both
enthusiastically supported me, and it
has been great to forge an artistic link
between Juniors and Seniors. Ashley
is a great head of department, and
has helped me in numerous ways,
including overcoming (almost) my
phobia of computers!! He has been

Shining a light on achievements during the school year

generous with his time and energy,
as have other members of staff,
in the arduous task of educating
me in the “ways” of Shebbear, and
for that I would like to express my
appreciation. Also, I would like to
say a big thankyou for all the many
materials that have arrived in the
textiles room from staff and parents,
as using recycled and reclaimed
materials is a big part of our work in
that department.
I have enjoyed meeting parents, and
getting to know pupils and staff, and
very much look forward to another
year at Shebbear College.

Christine Fanet
Being Head of Languages in an
International
School is the
dream of many
MFL teachers.
It was therefore
with excitement
that I joined the
staff of Shebbear
College in
September 2012 to start working with
an exceptionally varied community.
Since completing my studies in
Modern Languages I have had the
opportunity to work in many different
kinds of schools across Ireland,
Wales, Kent and finally Cornwall
where I enjoyed the last fifteen years
in a large comprehensive school.
I have had a passion for Languages, for
other cultures and for travelling from a
very young age and it is a real privilege
to be able to instil this passion into
another generation of pupils.
I find Shebbear College a really
“buzzing” place where initiatives,
commitment, enthusiasm and hard
work come together to make it special
and I look forward to playing a bigger
part in the life of the school.
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Sport
at Shebbear College
and the second half was much closer,
finishing 10-5 to Exeter.

1st XV Rugby
The Squad: H. Chibbett, J. Alford,
D. Lee, B. Light, W. Hill, S. Gobara,
G. Bone, S. Hockridge, G. Daniel,
R. Dunn, J. Warren, J. Gobara,
R. Dymond, J. Weiss, M. Prowse,
R. Stanbury, J. Furber, J. Dawe,
B. Ward, H. Chance, J. Warren, T. Kivell
The season started a week before
lessons, so while the school was quiet
and the final preparations for the new
academic year were being completed,
a group of rugby players started to
get ready for a long season. After a
long summer break, most boys hadn’t
played any rugby since the previous
March in the various 7s competitions
(others hadn’t played since December!).
Due to this, the first few exercises
showed that our fundamental skill level
would have to increase significantly,
as would our fitness, if we were to
compete against Kelly in 3 weeks’
time. The first two games were tough
encounters. Kelly was a hard fought
match for the most part, but they had
already played a game and this showed.
Captain Rob Dunn led his team well,
and George Bone tackled furiously, but
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unfortunately a lapse in concentration
in the last minute of the first half, and
then again in the last minute of the
game allowed Kelly to score twice, and
with their penalty from earlier, the score
finished 17-0 to Kelly.
It was a real shame not to start the
season with a win, and all down to two
mistakes. Our next trip was to Exeter,
and against their 1st XV we witnessed
a real game of two halves. The first
20mins we played very well and the
scores were level. Unfortunately, Joe
Gobara went down with an injury which
was to see him out of action for most
of the season. In the final 10 minutes
of the first half they ran in most of their
35 point lead. Fortunately for us they
made a couple of changes at half time,

It was a good lesson to learn that we
must concentrate for an entire game,
and when we do, we can compete with
more physical sides. Unfortunately,
we did not manage to produce wins
in the next few games either. Despite
managing to score a decent amount
of points in games against Blundells,
West Buckland, Kelly and a Devon Cup
game against Torquay Boys Grammar
our defence let us down. Our support
play and off-loading game cut defences
apart, and when we strung a few phases
together, we did well to keep hold of
the ball and build an attack. No doubt
this was down to excellent back row
play from Seb Hockridge, Salah Gobara
and George Bone, and with powerful
runs from Harry Chibbett and Joe
Gobara, our attack was fine.

We did, however, have a lot of work
to do on our defence, both in sorting
our structure, and in providing each
individual with the confidence to make
the tackle and rely on the support
to compete for the ball if it was on.
Building confidence through tough
contact training sessions is always a
hard decision to make because you risk
injuries to players, but it was a crucial
decision at this point of the season.
We had another match against Kingsley,
and this time we played a large squad
which allowed the training to be put
into a pressured environment. This
game resulted in a comfortable win, and
gave us renewed confidence for the end

2nd XV Rugby
The Squad: Ned Coward, Will
Hill (Pack Leader), Chris Hugo,
Julian Blaskiewicz, Emilio Aliberti,
Philip Mundt, Ed Passmore, Tom
Scantlebury, Sean Clarke, Harry
Chance (Captain), Harry Landymore,
Jackie Poon, Harrison Lee, George
Tozer, Sam Westlake, Jed Light, Joe
Warren, Connor Roberts, Will Collins.

of the season. Regrettably, the game
away at Truro was cancelled due to
flooded pitches, so all our efforts now
focussed on our rematch against West
Buckland at home. The previous game
was a heavy defeat, and this would
measure how much we had improved.
It was a fine performance from every
member of the team, and with the
spectators becoming very involved
with the ebb and flow of the game, the
atmosphere was tense. Both sides were
very well matched and the half time
scores were in Shebbear’s favour – just.
Matt Prowse, who had recently moved
into the second row was outstanding, as
were Dickie Dymond and Joe Furber.

their donation of the kit the previous
season, Graham Dunn for refereeing
and the various age group coaches for
their support and work with each of the
teams throughout the rugby season.
As ever, I was very impressed with the
progress the team had made, each
player earned their right to be proud
of a season in which, despite not
winning many games, the performances
counted, and if the boys go on to enjoy
and compete in the teams they play for
in the future as much as they did for
Shebbear, then the college can be proud
of them.

This year saw plenty of success for the
2nd XV rugby team who were driven on
by pack leader Will Hill and supported
in the backs by Captain Harry Chance,
Connor Roberts and Harry Landymore.
The season got off to a difficult
beginning with matches against Exeter
School and West Buckland, the team
losing 42-10 and 35-15 respectively.
The boys then travelled to Kingsley and
achieved a comfortable win 29-5 before
playing West Buckland at home in the
last game of the season.
This match was a testament to their
progress, as at half-time, the score
was level at 5-5 with a try from Edward
Passmore. As the second half got
underway, Shebbear made the perfect
start with another try; this time a five
metre dash for the line from Emilio

The second half was all Shebbear’s, and
in the dying minutes, with a lead of 21
points to 17 Dan Lee crashed through
the West Buckland defence to dive for
a try and score the decisive points of
the game. We thought it was all over,
it could have been, but unfortunately
the ball was ripped from his arms,
gathered by a West Buck player who ran
the length of the field to score under
the posts. That was that, and the game
finished 24-21, to West Buckland.
The season finished with a senior
rugby dinner. The Bickford Arms
once again did a splendid job, and
the awards were as follows: Coaches
player – Matt Prowse, Players’ Player –
George Bone, Captain’s Award – Rob
Dunn. Thanks were also given to the
Old Shebbearians’ Association for
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Aliberti, after some good forwards
build-up play. Matt Davey then
smoothly converted for an extra two
point making the score 12-5. As West
Buckland tried in vain to move the ball
wide and exploit our back line, their
efforts were thwarted with some superb
tackling by Connor Roberts and with
a little help from some timely knockons. With the final whistle upon us
you could barely see the ball as our
forwards put it up their jumper making
a late comeback impossible with Jed
Light, Emilio Aliberti and George Tozer
putting in performances worthy of a
first team start. Well done to the whole
team for a very good season, with many
outstanding individual performances,
great team spirit and a final result that
was fully deserved.

U15 Rugby
The Squad: T. Hughes, M. Warren,
A. Lawrence, S. Sanders, T. Carter,
K. England, A. Kelleher, J. Goodman,
G. Whitmarsh, C. Kerslake, R. Dymond,
R. Bennett, S. Grigg, T. Routly,
O. Dallyn, A. Crookes, J. O’sullivan,
L. Nordman
When looking back on a season it’s
tempting to judge success by results- if
this were to be my point of judgement

then the season 2012-13 would be
declared a “losing” one. Indeed a record
of played 7, won 1 and lost 6 cannot be
interpreted any other way and YET ….as
goes the cliché “statistics, statistics
and damn lies”. I would argue that in
many ways the season was a success,
that a squad that started with low self
esteem, limited enthusiasm for the
game and a lack of tactical awareness,
developed into unified team working
for each other with commitment and
a willingness to meet the challenge.
A team that played with spirit and
sportsmanship throughout, a team
that grew in confidence and a team
with whom, as coach, I felt privileged
to share some great moments and
memories.
The season began against Kelly and
began well – for the first 10 minutes
- we dominated possession, winning
quick ruck ball and punching holes
through their midfield defence, Stephen
Grigg and Olly Dallyn, showing good
strength and quick feet. It looked good
until Tom Carter crashed through a
defensive line, ran 30 metres to within
5 metres of their line, before being
tackled from behind only to sustain a
knee dislocation. Out for the season
– our biggest forward down, fragile
confidence broken, self doubt rising –
we never recovered. Game lost 34 – 3.

Hard work on the practice field helped
to rebuild some self belief, the forwards
in particular being entertained by the
wise words of Tom Hughes and the
cheerful banter of Seb Sanders. The
backs quietly went about their business
hastily trying to build good handling
and strong running lines, with Tom
Routley trying to liven up proceedings
with his insightful witticisms.
The next fixture, away to Exeter, proved
as hard as the first. Whilst we tackled
hard, generally rucked well and tried to
run with purpose, we failed to dominate
an opposition that executed a fast
running game plan that highlighted
our frail confidence in our own ability.
Another loss and yet we had shown
flashes of good rugby, we had done
the basics well for most of the time, we
hadn’t lacked effort and our tackling,
George Whitmarsh, Seb Sanders and
Angus Crookes to the fore, was more
robust. Something to build upon.
Practice and yet more practice drilled
a pattern into our game and when we
took the field against Plymouth College
we hoped it would pay dividends – and
so it did BUT not by quite enough. It
was very much a game of “two halves”.
We lost the first but won the second.
Starting sluggishly, we were still on
the bus, we found ourselves defending
continuous waves of attacking backs
and forwards. After holding out for the
first quarter we let in successive tries to
trail by some 4 scores by the break.
Half time allowed a quick appraisal
that highlighted the need for more self
belief and greater effort. We came out
fighting and scored a magnificent try
that started in our half and finished
beneath the posts. Confidence grew,
we started rucking and running with
purpose – we scored again – could this
be the turning point. The parents on the
side line hoped, the coach hoped and
increasingly, the players believed. The
game seesawed as the two sides tried to
find that extra push to secure victory.
Unfortunately, Plymouth found that
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drive scoring again in the corner BUT
again we came back to score between
the posts but to no avail. The whistle
blew the end to the game, another loss
BUT importantly we felt we were never
quite beaten.
Kingsley came next – at home.
Confidence high, game plan ordered
and enthusiasm in all, we took the field
slightly taller. A Win. We dominated the
game – winning all facets of play, the
rucks, mauls, tackling and running with
the ball. Scoring 67 unanswered points
was a great feeling – what was even
better was the style in which we did it.
Everybody ran with purpose and never
tried to do too much – Ross Bennett
and Ollie Dallyn headed the scoring but
the hard work of the forwards – Kieron
England, Charlie Kerslake, Max Warren
and Seb Sanders in particular – helped
set the tone of the match. We all came
off smiling – a good day at the office.
The coach was in Hong Kong for the
next game against Blundells and so
it was Mr Bryan who had to witness a
defeat at the start of the second half
of term. Whilst the points difference
was not large and we performed well, it
was not as we had planned and so the
disappointment was keenly felt.
The coach was still absent for the
next match at Kelly, again Andy Bryan
accompanied the side and again he had
to acknowledge another defeat. That
the side had progressed was evident in
the closer point score – a loss by only
10 points – and the increased combative
nature of our defence. It’s never easy
playing away at Kelly.
The final game of the season saw us
travel to West Buckland School in early
December. Disappointingly, we took the
field a depleted side with some of those
selected not available for the fixture.
Those lads that played that afternoon
gave their all – the coach watched some
magnificent tackles – Rupert Dymond,
Charlie Kerslake, George Whitmarsh and
Seb Sanders to the fore, keen rucking
– Tom Hughes and Kieron England
and hard running- Ollie Dallyn, Tom

Routly and Ross Bennett - as we went
down by some 30 points. Beaten but
not vanquished. A great team effort.
I, as coach, could only wonder what
the season would have been like if we
had played with the same intensity
throughout.
A hard season over - difficult at times
but always enjoyable being with such a
great bunch of lads. Thank you.
Bob Barnes

U14 Rugby
The Squad: Tom Squire (Captain),
Harry Dymond, Patrick Marks, Dillon
Chalmers, Matt Hill, Alex WombwellRobinson, Oliver Whitton, Harley
Foster, Blake Simpson, Nour Gobara,
Jake Whittaker, Mark Withecombe, Will
Cox, Oliver Rogerson, Harry Scambler,
James Hibben, Cameron Mills.
The under 14s rugby squad endured a
tough season on the field, managing
just the one win during the Michaelmas
term. Despite this, however, there
were many positives to take from
what proved to be a particularly tough
fixture list. Early defeats were suffered
at the hands of Kelly College and
West Buckland, but these were quickly
forgotten with a strong display against
Kingsley School, where the boys sealed
their most positive result of the year.
Despite the results on the field, several
of the team’s players consistently
turned in impressive individual
performances, with the likes of Patrick
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Marks and Dillon Chalmers striking
up a strong partnership in the back
line, playing outside the ever reliable
Tom Squire at fly-half. The team’s
forwards were collectively strong all
season, working exceptionally hard
when often competing on the back foot.
Mark Withecombe consistently turned
in battling performances, displaying
real strength and power both at the
breakdown and in the loose. This, along
with the emergence of developing
rugby talents in the shape of James
Hibben and Will Cox, meant that the
season was not all doom and gloom,
and the performances and effort levels
put in by the entire squad often were
not reflected on the scoreboard.
The boys displayed a great attitude
during what was, at times, a trying
season, and their commitment to
training hard and their willingness
to learn will stand them in good
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stead for future years as they gain
more experience on the rugby field
and develop physically. The squad
contains a lot of talent, and if they
can go on to reach their potential and
convert some of the many encouraging
individual displays into quality team
performances, there is no doubt
they will have more success in the
coming years as they progress towards
becoming members of the school’s
senior sides.

U13 Rugby
The U13s had a difficult season, with
injuries affecting availability throughout
the season. Some disappointing results
early on were halted by a comfortable
win over Kingsley School, but after half
term, there was little improvement and
there were heavy defeats at Plymouth
and West Buckland.
The squad will have to work hard if
results are to improve next year.

U12 Rugby
For several of the U12s, Shebbear
College provided their first opprortunity
to play contact rugby and after just a
couple of training sessions we travelled
to Kelly College for our first match.
The coach looked at the opposition
and was quietly confident about the
boys’ chances, but so much for his
judgement! A 52-0 defeat against
what proved to be a side with pace
and considerable skill showed just
how much needed to be done over the
next few days before we were to play
Exeter School, traditionally the toughest
opposition on our circuit.
However, a much-improved
performance, which saw the boys
go close to drawing level early in the
second half, eventually ended in a very
creditable 22-5 defeat, but with a little
more composure near the try line it
could have been a very different story.
There followed two massive games
against West Buckland and Plymouth
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College and the coach could never
have predicted the outcome. The first
match saw the boys put 50 points on
the opposition, the incisive running of
Stuart Williams, Will Cowan-Dickie and
Alessandro Aliberti contributing to the
total of 8 tries – 5 of which skipper,
Stuart Williams, converted.
With such a boost to their confidence,
the only danger was complacency
against Plymouth College, but the boys
concentrated on doing the basics well
and with Stuart Williams running in 3
tries, all of which he converted, they
held on for a 26-22 victory.
Just two more matches remained in the
season – the first another fairly heavy
defeat against Kelly College, although
once again, had we taken our chances
early on the result could have been a lot
closer.
The final game of the season was the
return fixture at West Buckland and,
although much closer than the home
match, it brought another victory, this
time by 24-10 with Stuart Williams
scoring 3 tries and converting 2 of
them.
All in all, a successful season which saw
the boys make considerable progress.

Rugby 7’s
In addition to Hockey and Football in
the Lent Term, Shebbear also plays
rugby 7s. All the age groups enter
tournaments locally and we compete
well across the age groups. In 2013 this
was no exception, and our Junior Teams
travelled to the North Devon Schools 7s
at West Buckland. The U15s put up a
decent fight against a strong Blundells
side and led the game for a while which
worried Blundells.
Unfortunately, they ended up losing the
game which knocked them out of the
main competition. However, in the plate
competition they looked a different
side, and started to move the ball well
and exploit weaknesses in opponents’
defences. This earned them a place
in the semi-finals, but a competition
administrative error meant their win
in the semis did not take them into
the finals. A real shame for a side that
did not achieve much success in the
15-a-side season.
The U13s also had a good day at the
North Devon 7s and qualified out of
their group for the finals. Unfortunately,
they lost to West Buckland in the semifinals which meant they missed out on a
Devon 7s qualifying place.

Another event for the U13s was the
Prep School 7s at Mount House. Once
again a semi-final position was well
earned by a tenacious side including
Alessandro Aliberti, Will Cowan-Dickie
and Eddie Jones. A powerful Truro
school was too much for our lads, and
they were out-muscled by some giants
from Cornwall.
The Seniors entered two events. They
played superbly against some much
bigger schools at the Devon Sevens and
earned themselves a semi-final place
against Plymouth College. The two
finalists of this competition qualify for
the South West 7s at Blundells. A trip
to Blundells was not to be, as Plymouth
ended up coming back into the game to
win. There was only a score in it, and it
showed us that by sticking to a pattern,
and by working very hard we have the
ability to do very well in these events.
The next event was a 10s tournament
at Kelly. Although this competition did
not lead anywhere, it was nice to play in
a different format of the game. It took
the Shebbear side a while to adjust to
playing 10s, but when we did we linked
up forwards and back, winning quick,
clean ball and moving the ball wide,
which was a joy to watch. These events
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also highlight the importance to train
as you mean to play. If we can start to
approach training sessions with the
intensity that we play with, it will allow
us to be so much more prepared.
For any young players reading this,
I urge you to pride yourself on your
commitment to a team effort, and that
hard work starts much earlier than the
morning of a game. As a small school
we produce some amazing results, and
if the players enjoy playing half as much
as I enjoy watching them grow and
develop into rugby players, then what
we offer our pupils is very worthwhile.

1st XI Football
The Squad: R. Dymond (Captain),
H. Landymore, M. Frericks, B. Miles,
G. Bone, S. Hockridge, J. Dawe,
J. Furber, H. Lee, R. Stanbury, J. Warren,
S. Gobara, E. Passmore, G. Tozer,
M. Davey, J. Gobara, C. Roberts,
L. Nordmann, T. Scantlebury
Following three very successful seasons,
it was with considerable optimism that
Nick Law and I looked forward to the
10-match programme for a relatively
young 1st XI – Richard Dymond and Joe
Warren being the only Upper Sixths
holding regular places in the side.
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Indeed, the season began with a
comfortable 5-0 win over Kingsley
School, Reece Stanbury showing his
potential as a striker in scoring 3 of
the goals. A much tougher match
against Exeter School saw the boys
having to defend stoutly for much of
the game and it was goalkeeper, Harry
Landymore, and Richard Dymond
at centre back, who were largely
responsible for the 2-0 victory.
Kelly College proved to be much weaker
opposition – the 9-1 victory might have
been double that- but when we met
Wellington School on the all-weather
pitch, we were fortunate to come away
with a 4-3 victory, Joe Gobara netting 2
late goals.
Unfortunately, we were without 5 key
players for the trip to Blundells and
despite scoring 4 we still suffered
a fairly hefty defeat on what is
undoubtedly the biggest pitch in the
south west!
It was important to get that defeat
out of the system and a 9-1 drubbing
of Kingsley School achieved that and
prepared the boys for the much tougher
matches against Taunton and Truro
which followed.
Much of the team’s success was built
on a solid defence, marshalled by Matt
Davey and Richard Dymond, but Joe
Furber in midfield also played a key
role and the twin strike force of Reece
Stanbury and Joe Gobara, who between
them scored 23 goals, meant that the
core of the side was always strong.
We had never played Taunton School
before and, although they were not at
full strength, we controlled the game
and ran out comfortable 3-0 winners –
Reece Stanbury bagging a brace.
Truro is always one of the more difficult
fixtures and it was in this match that the
defence really showed its organisation
and resolve. Several outstanding saves
by Harry Landymore together with solid
tackling from all four defenders kept us
in the match throughout and, though it
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ended 0-0, we really felt that it was our
best performance of the season.
A much closer return match at Kelly
College followed, with Joe Gobara
netting the all-important winner in a
4-3 victory, and there just remained the
biggest match of the season against the
Staff XI!
It was perhaps appropriate that the
only goal of the game came from the
outstanding player of the season,
skipper Richard Dymond, though Mr.
Jeggo did have a chance to ensure the
match ended in a draw. Unfortunately,
his claim of being able to ‘bang in the
goals’ proved to be false and the boys
ended the season on a high.
So, with just 6 defeats from 38 matches
over the last 4 seasons, the bar has
been set high for the team of 2014,
but I look forward to working alongside
Nick Law to ensure another successful
season. Congratulations to all who
played for the 2013 Team of the Year.
Results:
Played 10
Drawn 1
Goals For: 41

Won 8
Lost 1
Goals Against: 16

Football Round-Up
Apart from the successful 1st XI team,
there were several other notable
performances on the football field by
our junior teams this year.
Despite a shock defeat at Kingsley for
the U15s early on, they bounced back to
reverse the result after half term.
The U16s had an excellent 2-1 victory
over Holsworthy, whilst the U13s
had wins against Kingsley and Exeter
Cathedral and the U12s defeated
Budehaven, Kingsley and earned a 0-0
draw with Truro School.
It is not always easy to arrange fixtures
for the younger teams but we are
hoping that fixtures against St Joseph’s
and Stover will help to resolve that
situation next season.

Boys’ Hockey
With Boys Hockey having finished its
fourth season the signs are good that
we can begin to compete with our
more seasoned competitors. Although
not playing at A Team level just yet,
the boys 1st XI lost only one of their
five fixtures and the foundations for
future success are undoubtedly in
place. With the midfield well patrolled
by Tom Routly and Ross Bennett and
the pace and power of Jonas Weiss and
Jack Warren the side were able to play
a blend of hockey which combined
solid passing in the midfield and swift
counterattacking play.
1st XI Results:
Plymouth College 3rds (A) Won 4-0
Kingsley School (H) Won 3-1
Blundells 3rds (H) Drew 1-1
West Buckland 2nds (H) Drew 1-1
Plymouth College 2nds (H) Lost 7-0
Further success included an outstanding
victory for our junior U12/13 side who
won 3-2 at home against Blundells and
achieved a double over Kingsley School
with a 2-0 victory for the U12/U13 A’s
and a 4-0 win for the U12/U13 B’s.
Unfortunately these two sides couldn’t
repeat these performances against Kelly
but hope to put the record straight in
2014.
As for the U14/U15 side it was another
hard fought season and results were
hard to come by. However a change to
this year’s timetable, with games for
this age group continuing into activities
should allow us more time to work with
this side.
Further development for the
forthcoming season is that we hope
to host a hockey festival following on
from the success of our rugby festival
in the past two years, so keep an eye on
the school website/calendar for more
details. Finally we said goodbye to Mr
Arthur and would like to thank him for
the enthusiasm he brought to training
and his commitment to first XI fixtures.

1st XI Cricket
The Squad: R. Dymond (Captain),
M. Davey, R. Stanbury, H. Landymore,
B. Miles, J. Dawe, S. Hockridge, J. Farley,
J. Warren, J. Furber, H. Chibbett,
J. Warren, S. Westlake
Despite playing the whole season
without recording a single victory, the
1st XI showed at times that they could
be worthy opponents for all the schools
we play.
The season began with two
experimental triangular T20 days which
saw us come up against Kelly College
and West Buckland and then Wellington
and West Buckland.
Despite a number of good individual
performances in all four matches, we
came away with no victories, despite
Javon Farley’s 1-18 in 4 overs and
58 against West Buckland in our first
match and then Reece Stanbury and
James Dawe’s 60 run partnership again
against West Buckland in the second
tournament.
However, hopes were raised at Truro
when the top order managed to muster
a creditable 128-5 in 25 overs and
then some excellent bowling from Matt
Davey (0-18), Conner Roberts (1-18)
and 13-year old Jabez Weale, making
his debut, restricted the home side to
124-3 with just one over remaining.
An excellent catch by skipper Richard
Dymond and then a crucial run out in
the final over earned the boys a 		
well-deserved tie.

eventually fell 20 runs short in a match
which saw 380 runs scored in just 50
overs!
Probably the most disappointing result
of all though was in our 30-over match
against Kelly College, when having
posted a total of 153-3 – Javon Farley
(79*) and Harry Landymore (34) putting
on 93 for the 3rd wicket – we contrived
to lose a match which we should surely
have won. With 8 wickets down and 6
required from the final over, the first
ball – a dot – was followed by a dropped
catch which saw their captain go to 85
not out and then to victory (4 byes off
the next delivery) with 3 balls to spare!
Just 2 more matches were possible
after that – the Blundells match having
been rained off – and the boys did not
do themselves justice, as catches were
dropped, bowling was wayward and
batting far too sloppy – resulting in
defeats against the Headmaster’s XI,
albeit by just 4 runs, and then a 73-run
loss to the Old Shebbearians.
However, I would like to thank the rather
reluctant captain Richard Dymond, as
well
as Matt Davey, Reece Stanbury,
Harry Landymore and Conner Roberts
for their commitment throughout the
season and wish our Barbadian visitor,
Javon Farley all the best.
Results: Played 9 Won 0 Tied 1 Lost 8

U14/U15 Cricket
The U14/15s cricket team endured
a tough season in 2013. For the
first time, the team was involved in
triangular series of T20 matches that
saw the boys produce an impressive
away win at Wellington.
The commitment of the boys throughout
the season was commendable,
particularly when in the field, often
defending under-par scores.
Bowling performances from Miles
Coward and Harley Foster were of a
consistently high standard, the highlight
being Harley’s 5 for 16 against West
Buckland.

With confidence much improved, we
travelled to Plymouth College for a 25over match. Unfortunately, a relatively
simple catch went to ground early on
and the Plymouth openers took full
advantage, amassing a huge total of
200-4.
It was to the credit of the boys that
they went after the score from ball one
and with James Dawe (80) and Reece
Stanbury(46) putting on over 100 for
the second wicket, it seemed like victory
was a real possibility. However, they
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rather cowboy approach to batting
left us with Oliver Ryder-Green doing
all the work and scoring 20 with the
bat. Unfortunately, he was eventually
dismissed, and was not supported,
which saw Shebbear’s innings end at
83. It was a disappointing end to a
potentially good season.
Results: Played 9 Won 2

U12 Cricket

Scoring runs was the team’s main
problem and although Tom Squire and
Rupert Dymond produced some good
individual knocks, the boys struggled
to post the scores that were required to
win games.
If the team can maintain their
enthusiasm for the game and continue
to train well, then I am sure they will
achieve success in the coming season.

U13 Cricket
The Squad: C. Stanbury (Captain),
J. Weale, O. Ryder-Green, J. Weeks,
R. Thomas, A. Cunningham,
L. Landymore, R. Stairs, J. Kerslake,
D. Fenny, B. Parker, M. Ryder-Green,
B. Bernat, W. Cowan-Dickie, C. Hendry,
S. Hill, S. Williams, J. Foster
The 2013 season was to be the first
where schools travelled to a central
venue to play two T20 interschool
fixtures. The first event was at Kelly
College where we were to play both
Kelly and West Buckland. Due to us
being closer, we were to play our first
game against West Buck, and once they
arrived it proved to be a tight game
in which both teams batted out their
overs, but unfortunately West Buck
scored 105, and we could only respond
with 80. We then had to wait for Kelly
to play West Buck, before we had a
great game against Kelly with Oliver
Ryder-Green hitting a quick 29, and
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Carl Stanbury scoring 20. Unfortunately,
this wasn’t enough, and Kelly ended up
winning by 7 runs.
Two weeks later, we travelled to West
Buckland for our second event in this
inaugural series. West Buckland were
stronger at home, but when we played
Wellington after tea, we beat them
by 37 runs. This was our first fixture
against Wellington for some time,
and it was good to get a victory, Carl
Stanbury’s 48 not out helped.
A fixture against Plymouth was next and
despite a great bowling performance
from Ben Parker (12 runs for 3 wickets),
it resulted in a loss, and we realised if
we were to win more games we had to
tighten up our fielding.
During training we focussed on this,
and our next game against Kingsley
showed how far we had come. We
batted first and scored a solid 120 for
3, and then when Kingsley batted we
bowled them out for 60. This was a
great all round performance with the
bat and ball, and a great team effort in
the field to restrict their runs.
One of our final games was against
Exeter Cathedral. On a damp day, the
team enjoyed playing at the Devon
County Ground in Exeter. Shebbear
bowled first and Jake Weeks showed us
a master class in spin bowling late in
the innings, his figures an impressive
4-4 off 2 overs. Unfortunately, a

Though the few games played by the
U12s resulted in defeats, some potential
was shown by a number of boys for
whom the game was a relatively new
experience.
Their closest match was against Kelly
where they restricted the opposition
to a score of 84 with some accurate
bowling, and then, thanks largely to a
healthy Extras score, they got within
one run of the opposition’s total before
the team was bowled out. Winter
nets will no doubt bring an improved
performance next season.

1st XI Girls’ Hockey
This year started full of promise with
some strong players coming up from
the last years U15s and in the first
game, our traditional warm up against
Kingsley School, the girls showed great
determination to keep going against
some strong Spanish girls from Kingsley
who linked well together in midfield.
This said, the girls were unlucky to go
down 3-1. Players of the match were
Meg Furse who never gave up and Kerri
Turton who always gave the defence
something to think about every time
she got the ball.
In our next game we came up against
Plymouth College who, after last year’s
away fixture in sweltering heat, came up
to a traditionally overcast Shebbear. The
girls played some very good hockey with
yet again Meg Furse commanding midfield and Rose Frith doing a fantastic job
in defence holding Plymouth to a 1-1
draw. Well played!

Kingsley to pounce on the loose balls.
The final score was 5-3 to Kingsley, with
Meg Furse scoring two of Shebbear’s
goals and Martha Johnstone scoring the
other.

The next game against the old enemy
West Buckland was a battle from the
start with West Buck dominating early
on, putting two goals past Fran Traxton
in quick succession and playing the
ball around with skill and precision.
Shebbear did very well to keep the score
down, but in the end West Buck kept
up the pressure by scoring another two
well worked goals. Final score West
Buckland 4 Shebbear 1.

Exeter College proved tough
competition for the girls. Irrespective of
all their hard work and effort and some
good defending, Exeter were the better
team and Shebbear lost 5-0.

The return match against Kingsley
turned out to be a real end-to-end
stormer with some very good play
coming from all the girls in the squad
and unlike in the ‘warm-up’ game,
the girls marked well and, when in
possession, they passed the ball around
well only for the Spanish connection from
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The last match of the season proved
to be one of the toughest when the
girls encountered Kelly College. By half
time Kelly College’s frustrations were
beginning to show as they had been
held to 4-0 by the girls. A final score of
8-0 although a loss, could be counted
as a small triumph for Shebbear’s 1st
XI Hockey team. All aspects of the team
from striker to goal keeper worked
extremely hard and should be very
proud of themselves.
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U15 Girls’ Hockey
The Team: Harriet Squire, Becky Cox,
Olivia Morris, Meaghan Ryder-Green,
Ella Thomas, Abby Selwyn, Lauren
Johns, Gemma Mitchell, Kay Parker,
Bronwyn Ager, Charlotte Paulger.
The team started the season with much
more enthusiasm and team spirit than
in previous seasons.
Bude was the first match of the season
and the girls had underestimated the
strength of their opponents, starting the
game slowly. Bude scored an early 2 goals
which made the team wake up and get
back a goal scored by Meaghan RyderGreen. The final score was 3-1 to Bude.
The next match was Truro which was
always going to be by far the hardest
game. With strong defence Truro were
only able to score 4 goals throughout
the match which was a much lower
amount than anticipated. Lost 4-1
Blundells was another tough game
but the girls managed to pull off a
4-1 victory with goals scored by Ella
Thomas and Emma V-O. Player of the
match was Becky Cox.
Plymouth was by far the most exciting
match of the season. With a strong start
and strong defence by Becky Cox and
Harriet Squire, Plymouth only managed
a very late and lucky goal to end the
game 1-0. Player of the match was
Harriet Squire.
West Buckland was another interesting
game with the team having to start the
game without a goalie due to an earlier
injury West Buckland scored many lucky
goals in the first quarter. With goalie
Harriet Squire back on in the second
half and some great defending by Kay
Parker and position changes, West
Buckland didn’t go on to score any
more goals. Players of the match Harriet
Squire and Meaghan Ryder-Green. Final
score 6-0
The last 2 games of the season were
both lost against Kingsley and Kelly
with a goal scored against Kelly by Lucy
Taylor. Player of the match Lucy Taylor.
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U14 Girls’ Hockey
The Team: Ellie Bird, Hana Fletcher,
Minnie Alexander, Emma Vallribera,
Lucy Taylor, Tabby Kirkwood, Niamh
Martin, Ru Mills, Claudia Golland, Olivia
Hill, Anna Bennett, Lois Barker.
The U14s are a promising side and the
whole PE department held out high
hopes for an excellent season and time
to notch up some wins against some of
our old rivals!
First off was the U14 Hockey
tournament, held at Shebbear for
the first time. This tournament saw
Shebbear, Kingsley and Holsworthy play
each other during the rainy afternoon.
Shebbear played Kingsley first and
comfortably won 3-0. After a break
and time to get cold Shebbear faced
Holsworthy who they had just seen beat
Kingsley. It didn’t take Shebbear long
to get going and they won this match
3-0 as well as sending them through to
the next round to face West Buckland
and Park at Bideford.
At the next round, Shebbear had a
convincing win over Park school, but
lost 1-0 to West Buckland in a match
that could easily have gone either way.
This is the first time that Shebbear

have gone through to represent North
Devon at Hockey. What an amazing
achievement.
The next match was against Blundells
and it was decided to combine the U14
and U15’s into an A and B team. The
A team was predominantly U14 but
with the help of Meg Ryder-Green and
Harriet Squire. This was a tough ask
against the Blundells U15 team but
good practice for future matches when
they represent North Devon. Despite
some great play, Blundells won 3-1.
Some of the U14s made up the
Shebbear B team. Lucy Taylor, Niamh
Martin, Emma Vallribera and Minnie
Alexander played their second matches
of the day! The B team let in an early
goal and it seemed that we were always
on the defensive. However Ella Thomas
scored 5 mins before half time to bring
Shebbear back into the match and a
string of near misses followed. After
half time Shebbear really got into their
stride and some great keeping by the
Blundells keeper stopped the score
being a lot higher. Shebbear won 4-1.
The U14s reformed in their usual team
to face Plymouth College on a sunny
Saturday at Marjohns. The Shebbear

team played textbook hockey for the
first 10 mins against another team
who had qualified for the Devon finals.
Shebbear were soon rewarded for their
excellent play when Niamh scored.
Goals soon followed from Lucy (from
a short corner) and then Tabby. In the
second half Shebbear didn’t move the
ball around so well and played a more
defensive match. They kept Plymouth
from scoring and Lucy was unlucky not
to get a second goal from another short
corner. Shebbear won 3-0. Player of the
match Lucy Taylor.
Next up was the next round of the U14
tournament where the girls represented
North Devon along with West Buckland.
The tournament started with a 0-0
draw. Then the team played Torquay
Grammar School winning 1-0, with the
winning goal being scored by Hana
Fletcher after a deflection off the post.
Next was Blundells, we knew they
were strong and we lost 3-0. Blundells
went on to win the tournament. Last
up was Plymouth College who we had
previously beaten, unfortunately this
time the tired team lost 1-0. Overall
Shebbear were placed 5th, a brilliant
result considering this was out of all the
Devon schools.
The very next day, we played hosts
to West Buckland who were also
tired from the tournament. After
previous meetings this was an eagerly
anticipated match for both teams.
The whole team played excellently
to keep West Buckland out of the D.
Unfortunately, they did the same to
us and although both teams managed
about 2 shots on goal each, Claudia
Golland made an excellent save and the
match ended 0-0. Player of the match:
Emma Vallribera.
After a long break, the last weekend
of term saw the team travel to Kelly
College. After the brilliant season
the team had had, concentration was
lacking with a definite feeling that the
season had ended after the West Buck
match. Final score 5-1, but we will get
our revenge next season!

U13 Girls’ Hockey

U12 Girls’ Hockey

The U13s had a mixed season, winning
only three games out of a possible
seven. Their strength in skills and
performance improved throughout the
term but was not strong enough to beat
other schools such as Plymouth, West
Buckland, Kelly College and Truro.
Every single girl showed commitment
and dedication within each match and
worked hard to improve on faults within
training and apply their learning in
matches.

Although many of the girls had never
played hockey before, they learnt the
rules quickly and as a result won 3
games, lost 3 and drew 1.

The U13s best match was against
Kingsley. In a 5-0 win, they showed
strong understanding of hockey
rules which meant they were quick
to react to goal-scoring opportunities
allowing them to keep the ball in the
opposition’s half. They also showed
particularly good strength against Kelly
College, a strong and more experienced
opposition and, although they lost, they
defended well and at times put pressure
on the home side. This was one of their
best performances as a team in which
they showed good team cohesion and
communication.
Players who deserve particular praise for
their efforts are Helen Dalton (Captain),
Lucy Nadin (LW) and Heather Matthews
(RW), who scored the majority of our
goals. They listened and responded to
what was asked of them throughout
the season. Lucy Nadin has developed
a strong hit and flick action of a more
mature standard and she should be
very proud of her hockey development.
Tilly Cage (GK) and Katie Harris should
also be proud of their perseverance and
drive to defend and keep scores down.
If the U13s continue to develop a
positive attitude within the team, along
with commitment to training and
fitness, then I feel confident that defeats
should turn into victories!

Shining a light on achievements during the school year

Their first season proved to be a steep
learning curve, but this enthusiastic
team worked hard to develop a strong
attack and dominant defence.
Although they lost their first match
against Truro, the girls did very well
to score two goals against a very
strong, experienced team. The second
game was a frustrating 4-4 draw
against Okehampton College, with
goals coming from Kitty Scambler(2),
Chompoo Thompson and Eevee
Banbury.
Against Plymouth College the game
proved to be very close but was
unfortunately lost 2-3. However, the
confidence the girls gained from this
match outweighed the disappointment
of a loss and they started to believe
they really could compete against larger
schools.
Next, we hosted West Buckland and in a
thrilling encounter we went down by a
single goal in a 4-3 defeat.
Our next match was against Kingsley
School, and we had an excellent
win with a final score of 11-0, Kitty
Scambler(6), Jess Baker (3) Chompoo
Thompson and Eevee Banbury scoring
the goals.
Another win followed, this time against
Budehaven, by 6 goals to 1, Rosie Kivell
(4) and Kitty Scambler(2) the scorers.
Our final match was against Kelly
College and our season finished on a
real high with a brilliant 6-5 victory in
a nail-biting thriller. The all-important
goals were scored by Kitty Scambler (2),
Rosie Kivell, Chompoo Thompson(2)
and Eevee Banbury.
All in all, an excellent first season in
what, for many, was a completely new
game.
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1st VII Netball
The first VII netball team have had
an outstanding season and should
be highly commended on their
commitment to training and excellent
attitude throughout.
Their first game against Truro saw all
the girls’ hard work fall into place, the
passing up the court was performed
with pace and accuracy, with all
team members playing their role to
perfection. Some outstanding shooting
from Grace Beal saw Shebbear come
away with a well-deserved 23-20 victory.

The girls could not believe they had
beaten Truro!
Against Bude the girls dominated from
the start, winning comfortably 27-11
and against Kingsley we scored a goal
on average every minute, coming away
with an impressive 51-4 victory. Our
games against Plymouth College are
always close and we were on track
to achieve another positive outcome,
leading 22-19 at half time.
Unfortunately our centre, Megan Furse
was injured during the first 2 minutes
of the third quarter and had to come
off and we proceeded to lose the game
34-54. You can never underestimate
the importance one player can have on
a team when there are only 7 players
involved, particularly when they link
attack and defence.
However, the match against Blundells
saw us back to full strength again, some
excellent defensive work from Lydia
Scambler and outstanding court play
from Kerri-Ann Turton and Megan Furse
saw Shebbear cruise to victory 29-22.
Our final game against Kelly College
was a real battle of wills. With Ellen
Chamberlain, our solid WA, out due
to illness we were not at full strength,
but this did not deter the girls and they
fought right to the end. Luck was not to
be on our side this time, the score seesawed throughout the whole game and
it was just unfortunate that Kelly had
the final centre and scored the winning
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goal as the whistle went for time.
Had we had our strongest team out
for all our matches, I am confident we
would have had an unbeaten season.
Well done girls, I am extremely proud of
you all.
Grace Beal leaves us this year and
deserves a special mention. She
should be highly commended for her
commitment to netball throughout
her years at Shebbear College, we
will definitely miss her consistent and
accurate shooting in the future.

U15 Netball
The U15s season really struggled to
gain any momentum, winning only 3
out of their 9 matches. They had a close
opening match against Bude losing by
only two goals, due entirely to lack of
cohesion between team members. This
disjointedness continued throughout
the next two games. However, when
the girls took training sessions more
seriously, they rekindled enthusiasm
and team spirit, achieving a comfortable
win against Kingsley with a score
21-5. Their passing and movement
was strong and accurate and the girls
maintained this throughout the match
and their focus and the connection
between players aided team unity and
positive play.
Plymouth College was a match in
which the girls knew they were playing

against a strong physical team,
although individuals showed real
determination to keep battling and it
paid off with an 11-10 win. They also
had a comfortable win against St Joseph
33-11. Their confidence and energy
which normally waned mid-way through
games, stayed steady and powerful
throughout. Additionally, Ella Thomas,
a new player this year, showed great
drive to connect the team, particularly
in this match. Her stamina, speed and
aggression to win the ball influenced
the whole team performance. Judina
McCluskey should also be commended
for her excellent commitment to listen
and improve on her performance. Her
defending, movement and positioning
skills have all developed and she played
exceptionally well throughout all the
games. As a whole the girls had a slow
start and at times felt like giving up,
but their connection as a team and
commitment to learn and progress
eventually brought some success.

U14 Netball
The Team: Niamh Martin (Captain),
Lucy Taylor, Tabby Kirkwood, Ruari
Mills, Minnie Alexander, Ellie Bird, Olivia
Hill, Hana Fletcher, Anna Bennett and
Claudia Golland
The U14 netball team had a strong set
of matches to play this year, with many
of the team going to the Caribbean to
play netball at the end of the season.
They opened the season with a very
comfortable win over Budehaven. They
then faced the very strong side of Truro
school, where they lost narrowly 15-9.
This low scoring game showed how well
the defence played, with Niamh Martin
and Ellie Bird playing extremely well and
defended strongly.
Some other notable wins were against
Plymouth College and Kelly college,
with Lucy Taylor and Minnie Alexander
moving strategically within the circle to
shoot the goals.
This was a great season for the team
which ended in a very good looking

scorecard, with 7 wins out of the
possible 9:
Budehaven:
Truro: 		
Kingsley:
Holsworthy:
Okehampton:
Plymouth:
Blundells:
St Joseph’s:
Kelly College:

won
lost
won
won
won
won
lost
won
won

U13 Netball
The Team: Heather Matthews, Lucy
Nadin, Helen Dalton, Ella Hughes,
Georgia Stevens, Yasmine Clarke, Katie
Harris, Tilly Cage, Lydia BoweringSheehan
In a very small year group of girls, it is
always hard for our girls to face up to
big schools who have far more pupils
to choose from. However the girls did
themselves proud and really improved
over the season. They always played in
good spirits and even when they were
losing by big margins, they never gave
up and fought all the way to the final
whistle! Their results were:
Kingsley School		
Truro School		
Holsworthy		
Okehampton		
Plymouth College
St Joseph’s		
Blundells		
Budehaven		
Kelly College		
Holsworthy		

Won 7-1
Lost 1-49
Lost 5-33
Won 6-5
Lost 2-22
Lost 2-11
Lost 27-2
Won 8-6
Lost 6-10
Lost 8-22

In the North Devon Schools’ competition
our team entered the B team section
and had some good results, winning 3,
losing 2 with an overall result of 3rd.

U12 Netball
Another positive term of sport for the
U12s, winning half of their matches.
Unfortunately, it was their height
which proved the problem against the
stronger schools we play and not their
skills.

Shining a light on achievements during the school year

The first match against Kingsley saw the
team come together to achieve a 7-0
win.
Against Truro we only had half our A
team available and, although we put up
a good fight, we could not match the
strong shooters on the opposition side.
Next, an easy game against Holsworthy
we thought, but we were outplayed by
some very mature girls and although
we battled to the end we could just not
keep up with the fast pace of the game.
Learning a lot from those two defeats
the girls redeemed themselves against
Okehampton, with some outstanding
court play and achieved a victory of
12-11.
Against Plymouth College the girls were
very unlucky and the shooters nerves
got the better of them as we lost by a
single goal.
After assessing our results at the half
way point of the season, the team
had a big shake up in positions and
Rosie Kivell proved herself to be a very
competent shooter, resulting in a good
victory against St Joseph’s.
The match against Blundells began very
positively, we matched them goal for
goal until the last quarter when they
took hold, as our goals just stopped
going in!
Against Kelly College our shooters were
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the stars of this game, the girls ended
the season on a real high beating our
local rivals easily, 22-7.
However the highlight of the term for
the girls had to be the U12 tournament.
Getting through to the semi-finals,
Holly Nancekivell and Kitty Scambler as
defence played excellently, shooting
from Chompoo Thompson and Rosie
Kivell was fantastic and centre court
with Eevee Banbury as centre was very
effective. Beating West Buckland in
their final match saw the girls achieve a
very respectable third place.

be a slightly different story; with timed
innings the girls struggled to get to
grips with the fast pace of the game
and took a while to realise the smallest
of mistakes would cost them the
game. However, it was a steep learning
curve and they came away with a very
respectable 3rd place.
The final and most exciting game of
the season for the 1st IX had to be
against Kelly College. For some, it was
to be the last opportunity they would
have to represent Shebbear College
and emotions were running high. Some
excellent back stopping from KerriAnn Turton, partnered with Martha
Johnstone at first post saw 50% of the
Kelly girls out before they could get half
way round the pitch. At half time we
were winning by 1 rounder.

U15 Rounders
Due to the poor weather this term the
U15s only played three matches which
were against Holsworthy, Bude and
Kelly. However, positively the girls won
two of these three matches.
The girls secured their first win against
Holsworthy with a score of 14 rounders
to Shebbear and 8 to Holsworthy. The
girls really worked well as a team. There
was little need for communication as
the girls knew exactly where to field
the ball as their focus was strong. Deep
fielding by Abby Selwyn and Judina McCluskey saw strong long throws to stop
players running on to score.
Their second match against Kelly was a
game which should have been won. They
went in strong, working together well in
the first inning with powerful and well
placed hitting of the ball. Good firm hits
from Kay Parker and Meaghan RyderGreen gained most of their rounders.
However, due to their lack of attention
to work as a unit and poor deep fielding
resulted in inaccurate throwing and lack
of concentration to even catch the ball.

1st IX Rounders
A very positive season for the girls
this year, with only one match being
cancelled due to the weather.
Their first game against Kingsley saw
the girls come away with a landslide
victory of 21½-4½. Some strong bowling
from Megan Furse coupled with some
very tactical hitting from Grace Beal saw
the girls achieve an easy triumph over
our local rivals.
Their next game, an U16 match
against St Joseph’s saw the girls under
greater pressure. Girl of the match
had to be Phoebe Willis-Butchers who,
demonstrating some excellent out
fielding, finally brought the ‘long barrier’
into the girls game! Strong, tactical
hitting from Emily Dunn and Maddie
Burnard on a very small pitch saw the
girls come away with a 15-12 victory.
The U16 Rounders Festival proved to
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The opposition fought back hard and
had a far better second batting innings,
Shebbear needed 6 rounders to win.
Some very silly mistakes saw a number
of the girls run out leaving Emily Dunn
to score a final rounder on the last ball
to win or half to draw and the number
of girls out would decide the winner.
Emily with her strong, constant hitting
throughout the season scored that
valuable half rounder and it was over
to the umpires to agree on the final
winner. Luck was on Shebbear’s side,
we came away triumphant managing to
get one more of the Kelly girls out than
they did us. A very exciting end to the
season, well done girls.

Their last match against Bude saw a
final win to the season with a score of
10 rounders to Shebbear and 5 to Bude,
Rebecca Cox showed tremendously
quick accurate catches from bowler and
backstop to catch the opposition out,
along with Browyn Ager who was quick
to stump players out on 2nd post.
Well played girls you should be very
proud of your efforts.

when running between posts enabled
them to achieve a 17-7½ win. The
strong arm of Anna Bennet as a deep
fielder and Niamh Martin achieving 5 of
the rounders greatly contributed to an
excellent end to the summer.

U13 Rounders
The U13s had an unfortunate season
winning only two out of five matches.

U14 Rounders
The girls got off to a flying start against
Bude winning 22½- 2½. The superb
throwing and receiving partnership that
began in the first year between Tabby
Kirkwood at back stop and Niamh
Martin as first post had certainly not
been lost. The majority of the Bude girls
were stumped out at first and certainly
restricted their scoring capabilities.
Top scorer for the Shebbear team was
Tabby Kirkwood who scored 5 of the 22
rounders. Against Holsworthy, believe
it or not, we always seem to struggle
resulting in a mixture of past results.

Their first match against Holsworthy
resulted in an extremely close game
with the final score being 7½ to
Holsworthy and 7 to Shebbear. They
played the B team for the first inning and
concentration within fielding was poor.
Even though this was the case the girls
won the first inning but faced the A
team in the second inning. They went
in with accurate batting but failed to get
length on the ball. When fielding there
was greater accuracy on long barriers
by Helen Dalton (deep fielder) resulting
in players being fielded out. Yasmin
intercepted a very hard hit ball with quick
reactions and should be commended for
not only her accurate bowling, but her
good interception of balls throughout
this match and others. Even though this
was the case, unfortunately the girls were
pipped to the post by half a rounder in
the last few seconds.
The U13s next matches against Kelly
College and West Buckland saw poor
fielding result in several rounders
scored at times, along with poor
uncontrolled throwing.

This summer was to be no different,
some very tactical fielding from the
opposition saw our girls fail to hit those
balls that in the past had scored them
the runs. The final result saw our girls
lose by half a rounder. They were not
at all happy with their performance
and are determined they will never let
this happen again! This defeat saw
them come out stronger against Kelly
College, making no silly mistakes whilst
fielding and good tactical decisions

However, their last two matches against
Bude and Kingsley were positive. The
girls’ focus and attention was spot
on and quick passing from Heather
Matthews (Backstop) to Tilly Cage (first
post) resulted in several girls fielded
out in a short space of time. There was
also some brilliant catching by Juliett
(deep fielder) who equally showed some
accurate strong and well placed hitting
of the ball.
Overall a good improvement over the
term, well done.

Shining a light on achievements during the school year

U12 Rounders
The U12s have had a fantastic first
rounders season, the girls gelled from
the very beginning, each bringing their
own individual strengths to the game,
uniting together to create a team that
dominated the circuit for most of
summer.
Their first game against Holsworthy saw
the partnership between Tara Twomey
and Antonia Aliberti flourish as the
opposition were stumped out at first,
time and again. Chompoo Thompson
was top scorer scoring 4 of the 18½-14
victory for Shebbear.
The next game was a daunting match
against Kelly College and the girls went
into the match extremely nervous.
Some excellent bowling and fielding
from Chompoo Thompson, coupled
with the superb throwing arm of Kitty
Scambler kept the Kelly score at half
time down to 2-8 in Shebbears favour.
They could not believe it and continued
on their quest. Kitty Scambler was the
top scorer and the match resulted in a
jubilant win of 10-6.
The following game saw the girls have
a bit of a blip, becoming over confident
and making silly mistakes. They lost
their third game but a lot of lessons
were learnt!
Against Bude they found their form
again and some consistent catching at
second post from Rosie Kivell saw Bude
struggle to score. Top scorer was again
Kitty Scambler and the girls went on to
win the game 18-10.
The final match against Kingsley was
a walk in the park! The girls all batted
strongly and even though the team was
weakened at half time, we went on to
gain a victory of 19-7½. Well done girls
you should be proud of what you have
achieved this year, almost an unbeaten
rounders season.
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Event

1st

2nd

3rd

Junior Boys 100m

Ryan Stairs

Oliver Ryder-Green

James Kerslake

Junior Girls 100m

Rosy Kivell

Lucy Nadin

Willow Bowden

Inter Boys 100m

Oliver Dallyn

Ross Bennett

James Hibben

Inter Girls 100m

Meg Ryder-Green

Eva Ho

Niamh Martin

Senior Boys 100m

Bailey Miles

Michael Haley

Richard Dymond

Senior Girls 100m

Ellen Chamberlain

Grace Beal

Kerri-Ann Turton

Junior Boys 200m

Ryan Stairs

James Kerslake

Carl Stanbury

Junior Girls 200m

Lucy Nadin

Eevee Banbury

Lydia Bowering-Sheehan

Inter Boys 200m

Oliver Dallyn

Tom Routly

James Hibben

Inter Girls 200m

Meg Ryder-Green

Anna Bennett

Eva Ho

Senior Boys 200m

Richard Dymond

Bailey Miles

Tim Kivell

Senior Girls 200m

Ellen Chamberlain

Kerri-Ann Turton

Grace Beal

Junior Boys 400m

Ryan Stairs

Alessandro Aliberti

Carl Stanbury

Junior Girls 300m

Rosy Kivell

Helen Dalton

Ella Hughes

Inter Boys 400m

Ross Bennett

Angus Crookes

Harry Dymond

Inter Girls 300m

Meg Ryder-Green

Olivia Morris

Lucy Taylor

Senior Boys 400m

Richard Dymond

Joe Warren

Rob Dunn

Senior Girls 300m

Grace Beal

Lydia Scambler

Emily Neal

Junior Boys 800m

Stuart Williams

Carl Stanbury

Alessandro Aliberti

Junior Girls 800m

Eevee Banbury

Helen Dalton

Heather Mathews

Inter Boys 800m

Oliver Dallyn

Tom Routly

Pip Mahoney

Inter Girls 800m

Anna Bennett

Tabby Kirkwood

Lauren Johns

Senior Boys 800m

Matt Prowse

Will Hill

Rob Rushton-Taylor

Senior Girls 800m

Hayley Prouse

Saskia Weale

Francesca Traxton

Junior Boys 1500m

Carl Stanbury

Stuart Williams

Barna Burnat

Junior Girls 1500m

Eevee Banbury

Helen Dalton

Heather Mathews

Inter Boys 1500m

Ross Bennett

Tom Routly

Jack Goodman

Inter Girls 1500m

Lucy Taylor

Olivia Morris

Olivia Hill

Senior Boys 1500m

Matt Prowse

George Bone

Salah Gobara

Senior Girls 1500m

Lydia Scambler

Ailis Prowse

Rose Frith

Junior Boys Long Jump

Jabez Weale

Buddy Wahl

Oliver Crowhurst

Junior Girls Long Jump

Ella Hughes

Chompoo Thomson

Lucy Nadin

Event

1st

2nd

3rd

Inter Boys Long Jump

Tom Vanstone

Harry Scambler

Alex Robinson

Inter Girls Long Jump

Ellie Bird

Abby Selwyn

Harriet Squire

Senior Boys Long Jump

Joe Warren

Bailey Miles

Jed Light

Senior Girls Long Jump

Kerri-Ann Turton

Hope Brown

Phoebe Willis-Butcher

Junior Boys High Jump

James Kerslake

Carl Stanbury

Ryan Stairs

Junior Girls High Jump

Eevee Banbury

Ella Hughes

Lucy Nadin

Inter Boys High Jump

Jonathan Hill

Rupert Dymond

Tom Vanstone

Inter Girls High Jump

Judina McCluskey

Lucy Taylor

Abby Selwyn

Senior Boys High Jump

Matt Prowse

Joe Furber

Matt Davey

Senior Girls High Jump

Grace Beal

Maddie Burnard

Francesca Traxton

Inter Boys Triple Jump

Ross Bennett

Tom Vanstone

Harry Dymond

Inter Girls Triple Jump

Ellie Bird

Lucy Taylor

Tabby Kirkwood

Senior Boys Triple Jump

Joe Warren

Harry Chibbett

Will Hill

Senior Girls Triple Jump

Saskia Weale

Alice Cowan-Dickie

Sophie Alvsaker

Junior Boys Shot Put

Alessandro Aliberti

Spencer Quance

Charlie Short

Junior Girls Shot Put

Kitty Scambler

Antonia Aliberti

Yasmine Clarke

Inter Boys Shot Put

Rupert Dymond

Tom Squire

Tom Vanstone

Inter Girls Shot Put

Harriet Squire

Nadia Blaskiewicz

Bronwyn Ager

Senior Boys Shot Put

Harry Chibbett

Daniel Lee

Sam Westlake

Senior Girls Shot Put

Alice Cowan-Dickie

Charlotte Wade

Debbie Stuart

Junior Boys Javelin

Barna Burnat

Oliver Ryder-Green

Carl Stanbury

Junior Girls Javelin

Heather Mathews

Katie Harris

Matilda Cage

Inter Boys Javelin

Tom Squire

Rupert Dymond

Tom Hughes

Inter Girls Javelin

Kay Parker

Harriet Squire

Bronwyn Ager

Senior Boys Javelin

Harry Chibbett

Emilio Aliberti

Jake Collins

Senior Girls Javelin

Sophie Alvsaker

Martha Johnstone

Phoebe Willis-Butcher

Junior Boys 4x100m Relay

WAY

THORNE

RUDDLE

Junior Girls 4x100m Relay

WAY

RUDDLE

THORNE

Inter Boys 4x100m Relay

RUDDLE

WAY

THORNE

Inter Girls 4x100m Relay

WAY

THORNE

RUDDLE

Senior Boys 4x100m Relay

RUDDLE

THORNE

WAY

Senior Girls 4x100m Relay

RUDDLE

THORNE

WAY

Shining a light on achievements during the school year
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Junior
Intermediate
Senior

Victor Ludorum

Victrix Ludorum

Ryan Stairs
Ross Bennett
Matt Prowse

Eevee Banbury
Meg Ryder-Green
Grace Beal

Shining a light on achievements during the school year
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Departmental
Reviews
Art & Design
From the second that the school term
began in September it was full-on with
an air of excitement, having completed
the new Skills Centre offering pupils a
wider range of art-based subjects and
after school activities, from textiles to
car mechanics.

colour and wealth of creativity puts
Stella McCartney, Gucci and Puma into
lower divisions of boring. So like any
‘Grand Tour’ next time you are visiting
Shebbear, it is a must see.

Mrs Farrell’s silk painting classes were
highly successful where the children
produced some well-considered and
decorative pieces.
For those boys and girls wishing to
get their hands dirty and re-build old
petrol engines, Car Mechanics run by Mr
Trask was a pleasant change from their
academic work.

For the younger children Mrs Aliberti
has been a blast, working with the
tactile qualities clay has to offer. I have
been surprised by the growing number
of pupils who have never worked with
clay and Mrs Aliberti’s inspiration and
joy for this magical and humble material
from which all pupils can gain a good
deal of pleasure, has been great to see.
At the other end of the Skill Centre is
the textile room with Mrs Wahl, where
her wonderful, colourful sense for
fashion is an inspiration to all and a
work of art in its own right, a cross
between Marc Chagall paintings and
something from the London College of
Fashion.
Those of you who have yet to see
our new textile room, be prepared
and wear dark sunglasses, the riot of
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En route to the textile room you might
find Mr Quirk beavering away with a
number of boys and girls teaching them
traditional processes and techniques of
carpentry and how to safely work with
hand tools; beneficial skills for life.
For us in the main art studio the
paintings appear to get more ambitious
and exciting every year, working on
an increasingly larger scale, adorning
different areas of the College. One
of our success stories last year was
Saskia Weale, whose work was selected
by NADFAS (National Association of
Decorative and Fine Art Societies) at the
annual schools’ exhibition.

Our annual art trip down to Tate St Ives
was informative and what a beautiful
sunny day it was. The pupils said it
looked more like France than Cornwall
and were bowled over by Barbara
Hepworth’s sculpture garden.
The academic results in Art were very
satisfactory with the majority of the
GCSE candidates achieving grade A
or A*. I feel that the weekend art
workshops and the teaching of microskills, like mono-printing and dry-point
printing to small groups of pupils
sowed seeds from which a number
of fresh ideas were germinated to
support exam work. For me the exam
results were justification of all the
hard work the pupils have given and
encouragement by staff.
Those visiting our new Gallery/
Exhibition space to view the John
Hurford Exhibition of paintings on large
canvases, depicting magical landscapes,
inspired many pupils from the primary
and junior school through to OAPs, and
art groups were not disappointed.
It has also been a joy to see the
development of pupils’ work and the
union between the Lower and Senior
School.
I am still seeking someone to help
out one afternoon a week to bring

our new photography room to life, as
I have a number of pupils wishing to
develop black and white film. If you
are interested, please feel free to email
me at art@shebbearcollege.co.uk or if
you wish to take advantage of our new
Exhibition/Gallery space I would be very
interested in hearing from you.
A. Barlow

Drama

Above: Our Lamda Drama Teacher,
Susannah Billeter with some of the
students who have worked towards
their Lamda Exams this year. The
students performed a comedy
improvisation, ‘The Phobias Workshop’
at Speech Day. The students are Nour
Gobara, Jennifer Martin, Cameron Mills,
Nadia Blaskiewicz and Connie Gillies.

AS-level was successfully launched
this year and so far, all students have
achieved their goals.
Examination results in August were the
well-deserved culmination of a great
year with good performances at A-level,
AS-level and GCSE.
We have become an international
school rather than a school with a few
international boarders and attitudes to
language teaching are evolving. It is not
surprising to find German and Spanish
students visiting for a year who manage
to achieve GCSE passes in one year. The
work ethic and attainment of our pupils
continues to develop.
Shebbear College English Department is
a wonderfully supportive and nurturing
environment, completely unpretentious
and balanced. The English department
staff enjoys teaching what is offered
and it is rewarding to see so many
students relishing their time learning
English as well. It is a privilege to be a
part of such a friendly, motivating and
open-minded community. My thanks to
all the pupils but also to my colleagues,
Ian Burnett, Marie O’Shaughnessy, Fran
Lovett, Jane Welby and Alison Vassilaki.
A. Farrell

Geography

English
“I want English Language A level,
please.”
When a very specific request is made
about developing the curriculum many
questions are asked in terms of the
subject’s viability. Obviously there’s
concern over whether the subject will
be sustainable over a number of years.
It takes a great deal in the way of
resources to add another subject to the
curriculum and it could be perceived
by some that a small school such as
ours offers quite enough already in the
way of English subjects. However, I am
pleased to report that English Language

It has been another good year for the
Geography Department with some
excellent examination successes from
GCSE through to A level.
Worthy of particular mention are Emilio
Aliberti and Julian Blaskiewicz at GCSE
level. Over 40% of pupils achieved an A
or A* grade this year when nationally
the number of pupils achieving the
highest grades fell, which is much to
the pupils’ credit.
Pleasingly, a number of A2 pupils have
continued on to university to study
geographically related degrees and we
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Geography controlled assessment
trip to Widecombe
wish them well.
The Third Form produced some very
interesting and thought-provoking
projects exploring global issues in the
Spring term, ranging from child poverty
to the increasing demands on agriculture
to feed a growing world population.
The projects were presented in the
form of a short film addressing each
pupil’s chosen topic. The research and
presentational skills were very pleasing.
M. Newitt

History
After five years at Shebbear College as
Head of History I am very pleased to
hand over the department to Mr Simon
Bee, who I am sure will be a great
addition to the college and will continue
to promote the love of history that
has been developed by myself and my
predecessor, Jon Colpus, over the years
to all the students that we have taught.
2012/2013 has been another strong
year for the History Department, with
the subject continuing to be very
popular at GCSE but especially at A
Level. There have been some very
pleasing results at examination level,
especially from George Daniel who
achieved 100% in his January GCSE unit.
However, there were also other very
pleasing performances, notably from
Francesca Stevens and George Bone.
It has also been a pleasure to have
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which include the online touch typing
tutor at www.typingace.com, helping
them to attain good typing skills at an
early age as well as introducing popular
applications software.

ICT
ICT is now an integral part of pupils’
lives with the expansion of access to
information via TV, games consoles,
smartphones and other mobile devices.
We aim to inform pupils about the
effective use of their devices, help them
to decide upon the correct balance
between educational work, socialising,
gaming and including good levels of
rest in their life routines.
EDEXCEL GCSE ICT is designed to
help pupils become confident users
of ICT. This is achieved through
studying interesting topics relevant to
pupils’ lives. The practical controlled
assessment element of the course
contributes 60% to the GCSE, with the
theoretical exam of ninety minutes
making up the remaining 40%.
This has been an excellent year
for GCSE ICT with pupils achieving
outstanding results well above the
national average. With over 64% of
candidates achieving A*- B, all pupils
should be congratulated on their
outstanding efforts.
Pupils within the Junior School are
benefiting from weekly ICT lessons
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Our busy Department offers support
and advice to pupils, staff and parents.
Mrs Diana Jones ably manages the
department in the Junior School,
skilfully juggling her roles to ensure
all her pupils have her best attention;
likewise the teaching assistants
work tirelessly to support the pupils
in making the most of their time at
Shebbear.

taught the A2 class for the last two
years and the AS class this year and I
sincerely hope that they achieve the
grades that they so thoroughly deserve,
especially after all their hard work with
revision and coursework!
M. Langridge

LEARNING SUPPORT

The College continues to update
its facilities including providing full
campus-wide wi-fi and increasing the
internet bandwidth to 30Mb to allow
efficient access to resources.
The ICT suites are popular at break
time, lunchtimes and activity time,
with pupils taking the opportunity to
complete homework, research and play
educational games.
P. Thomas

All the staff in supporting roles give
that little bit extra, ensuring that they
are effective members of the Learning
Support Department. In the Senior
School this includes Mr Matthew Akers,
Mrs Kim Franklin, Mrs Sara Chappell
and Mrs Karen Clarke.
Sister Light has run an exercise class
to help pupils with their fine motor
skills and retained reflexes. The chapel
time reading and maths support class
has been busy, and our Sixth Formers
have been an integral part of this
programme.

Our Summer exam period was the
busiest yet, with many pupils requiring
access arrangements. The Friends of
Shebbear College gave the department
two lap tops allowing pupils requiring
a word processor to use faster, more
effective machines.

MEDIA STUDIES
The Media Studies department has had
a hectic time this year. All the pupils
have worked hard on their coursework
portfolios but have also helped other
departments and school productions
with sound and lighting and camera
work; helping them, in turn, develop
their skills.

Awards at Speech Day went to Helen
Dalton and Luke Westaway for their
determination and enthusiasm
throughout the year.
S. Akers

MATHEMATICS

year, we trained hard and enjoyed the
competitions but no medals this year!

It has been another exciting year for the
Mathematics Department.
As usual we have entered many pupils
into the UKMT Maths Challenges at
Junior, Intermediate and Senior level;
I would like to make special mention
to the following for achieving Gold
Certificates: Waycle Lai, Hebe Wang,
Emilio Aliberti and William Collins.
We entered the UKMT Senior Team
and the Junior Team competitions this

Otherwise, day to day, we’ve done
some sums, drawn some graphs and
we have all learnt something! Special
congratulations go to William Cox,
Connie Bromhead and Nadia Blaskiewicz
who all achieved A*s in GCSE maths two
years earlier than usual!
Many thanks to staff and pupils alike for
all their hard work and enthusiasm this
year.
E. Bearpark

There were six A2 students this year
with a wide variety of different song
choices for their music videos, ranging
from Robbie Williams to Mumford and
Sons. The group worked hard, using
some excellent features from the
editing programme. Amy Thompson’s
video was an emotional and poignant
piece that showed excellent planning
and editing. Also of note was Jack
Alford’s video, which was a simple idea
that proved very effective.
The AS music magazine front cover,
contents page and double page spreads
also showed a great deal of effort. The
best piece was by Matt Davey, who used
his research into magazine codes and
conventions to produce a very effective
rock magazine, showing great skill.

At the beginning of March the A-Level
Business Studies and Media Studies
students once again went on a student
conference held at Eurodisney, which
put them in contact with some high
profile speakers within their particular
field of expertise.
The media students attended a Media
Live! conference that had leading people
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of their field talking about careers in
their areas.
Media Live! brings students together
with experts from key areas of the
industry such as Film & TV, Journalism
and New Media, who through examples
of their work highlight the different
career routes the students may wish
to consider. The Q&A sessions are a
great opportunity for students to quiz
the speakers on their careers, work and
inspiration.
The chair of the conference was Sian
Jones, an anchor woman for ITV
morning news and GMTV. She spoke
to the students briefly about her career
and how she got into TV.
Next we heard from Mark Frith, a British
journalist and editor. He has been a
writer and editor for magazines such
as Smash Hits, Time Out and Heat. He
has since branched into TV and Radio
presenting and is an author. Frith joined
the editorial team at Smash Hits and
became editor at the age of 23. He then
joined Sky Magazine as editor for two
years before joining Heat magazine
in 1999. He was put in charge in early
2000 and transformed the title from
a 60,000-a-week selling magazine to

sales of over half a million an issue. He
spoke candidly to the students about
the cut-throat world of Media but gave
them helpful hints as to how to get
started, encouraging them to become
involved with their school and university
magazine production.
The last speaker was Jane Young, a
technology entrepreneur and founder
of ‘Scramblr’, a platform that enables
creative teams to set up their own
online studios. As one of the world’s
first ‘Social Business Engineers’, her
talks unpack the mystic and black art
of digital and social media, by putting
in context where we are, how we got
here and where we need to be in order
to thrive in a world where technology
is growing exponentially. She spoke
from the heart and gave the students
a different insight into achieving their
goals; one that doesn’t follow the
‘norm’.
It was a fantastic conference that
awakened the passion of the students
who attended. All left having learnt
about working in the field of media.
We look forward to next year’s trip.
F. Lovett

MODERN FOREIGN
LANGUAGES
September 2012 brought an exciting
challenge to the brand new Modern
Languages team. Looking back, it is
now with a great sense of achievement
that Mrs Aliberti and I can reflect upon
our first year. None of this success,
however, would have been possible
without the enthusiasm, commitment
and hard work of our students.
Our “languages for all” policy saw
82% of our students achieve grades
A*- C in French, 36% of these being
A*- A grades. GCSEs were also taken
in German, Spanish and Italian with
outstanding results.
Our first cohort of A Level students
achieved equally well, gaining 100%
A - C grades, and we were delighted to
see Rose Frith set off for Paris to start a
three year degree in French Studies in
September. The students who took AS
examinations in German and Russian
did us proud too.
Mrs Aliberti ran a very popular activity
in Italian throughout the year and the
department grew further when Mrs
Scott joined us in February for two
hours a week to teach German.
Following our belief that students who
learn one foreign language easily thrive
on a second one, we reintroduced
French as a second language alongside
Spanish in the Lower School. The
students’ excitement and fast progress
confirmed the experiment as a great
success.
Many thanks to the staff and pupils who
gave us so much support in our first
year. We can only look forward to even
more progress.
C. Fanet
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Associated Board of the
Royal Schools of Music Examination Results
Bridget Mathews
Ellerker Singleton
Olivia Rolls
Tara Twomey
Isaac Allsop
Judina McCluskey
Robert Temple
Theo Crookes
Archie Boycott
Ellerker Singleton
Jessica Alexander
Robert Temple
Abby Selwyn
Heather Mathews
Ruari Mills
Spencer Quance
Theo Crookes
Oscar Baker
Benjamin Parker
Summer Lee
Angus Crookes
Joey Yeung
Lois Luk
Jason Liu

Flute
Piano
Piano
Piano
Piano
Piano
Trumpet
Piano
Trumpet
Piano
E Flat Horn
Trumpet
Piano
Piano
Piano
Piano
Flute
Piano
Alto Saxophone
Piano
Flute
Piano
Piano
Piano

Preparatory
Grade 1
Grade 1
Grade 1
Grade 1
Grade 2
Grade 2
Grade 2
Grade 2
Grade 2
Grade 3
Grade 3
Grade 3
Grade 3
Grade 4
Grade 4
Grade 5
Grade 5
Grade 5
Grade 5
Grade 6
Grade 6
Grade 8
Grade 8

Distinction
Merit
Merit
Distinction
Merit
Distinction
Merit
Merit
Distinction
Merit

Merit

Merit
Merit
Distinction

Trinity College Passes
Henry Cornish
Lydia Bowering-Sheehan
Timothy Parker
Amy Taylor
Laura Priest
Bridget Astley
Katie Slee
Lewis Whitten
Bess Scambler
Ines Galvez
Alex Bird

Cello
Violin
Violin
Violin
Violin
Violin
Violin
Violin
Violin
Violin
Violin

Grade
Grade
Grade
Grade
Grade
Grade
Grade
Grade
Grade
Grade
Grade

5
3
3
2
2
1
1
1
1
3
1
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Pass
Merit
Merit
Pass
Pass
Merit
Distinction
Pass
Pass
Distinction
Merit
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MUSIC
Autumn Term 2012

Rebecka’s Angels
Shebbearians old and present travelled
to Exeter to perform at the launch
of Rebecka Slater-Lyons’ new album.
They had been invited as members of
‘Rebecka’s Angels’ to appear alongside
Rebecka at the Phoenix Theatre in
Exeter on 23rd September. It was a
wonderful opportunity for our singers
to perform at a professional gig. They
gained much experience, were a credit
to the College and they thoroughly
enjoyed the occasion.

Winter Concert
On Thursday 29th November, musicians
from the college entertained their
audience with an internationally
flavoured concert. The Memorial
Hall was bedecked with flags of all
Nationalities represented at the concert.
The event had a ‘Proms in the Park’
atmosphere. The concert opened with
a set of English Sea Shanties played
in the most sprightly fashion by the
String Ensemble, energetically coached
by Mrs Frith, the Brass Group, expertly
trained and supported by Mr Edwards,
entertained us with two Germanic
pieces by Schumann and to close the
first half, the Lower School Choir invited
the audience in a typical French a la
Disney mode to ‘Be Our Guest’ and to
enjoy the interval with refreshments
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provided by the ever-resourceful Mrs
Purdew and her fantastic team.
The Senior Choir opened the second
half with a poignant rendition of Child
of Tomorrow which had previously
been performed at the College’s
Remembrance Service. The Flute Choir,
under the excellent tutelage of Ms Orris,
tickled our fancy with a performance of
Chitty Chitty Bang Bang including bells
and whistles. Rebeckas Angels treated
us to a Christmas Carol Silent Night and
The Orchestra allowed us to remember
the golden summer with a performance
of Chariots of Fire which included a
appearance of our very own Olympic
Torch Bearer Grace Beal, followed by
The Dam Busters March.
The evening included performances by
Heather Mathews, Ruari Mills, Kerri-Ann
Turton, Joey Yeung, Waycle Lai, Lois Luk
and Jason Liu (piano), Tilly Cage (voice
and guitar), Lydia Bowering-Sheehan
(violin), Catharina Offermann and Julian
Blaskeiwicz (trumpet), Angus and
Theo Crookes (flute), Hebe Wang, Ailis
Prowse, Mary-Ann Screech and Emily
Neal (voice), Ben Parker (saxophone),
Henry Cornish (cello), Leonel Nordmann
(piano accompaniment), William Collins

(oboe), Emma Dixon and Catherine
Kotarski (voices and guitar duo).
The evening culminated in a rousing
performance of iconic British Folk Songs

Candlelit Carol Service

‘Danny Boy’, ‘Land of My Fathers’, ‘Rule
Britannia’ and ‘Auld Lang Syne’ sung
by both the massed Choirs of Shebbear
College and the enthusiastic audience.
An uplifting, spirit warming evening was
had by all. Truly a night to remember.

The term ended with our traditional
Candlelit Carol Service held at Lake
Chapel. The choirs performed a variety
of carols ranging from Boyce, Gruber
and Chilcott and Libby Larsen. This
atmospheric occasion has become a
highlight of the College’s calendar.
Thank you to all our choristers and
our organist Mrs Goode for their
contribution to this spiritual event.

Spring Term
Chamber Concert
Our now annual concert provided our
younger musicians with an opportunity to
perform a variety of pieces. Instruments
played included piano, saxophone, flute,
violin and several singers. The audience
was provided with tea and cakes and
wonderful performances by pupils from
F1 and 2 including Tara Twomey, Ellie
Caudwell, Eevee Banbury, Matilda Cage,
Georgia Stevens, Ben Parker, Spencer
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Quance, Isaac Allsop, Caitlin McCartney,
Pascal Birch, Spencer Quance, Antonia
Aliberti, Oliver Crowhurst, Theo Crookes,
Robert Temple, Heather Mathews, Lydia
Bowering-Sheehan, and Oscar Baker,
We were delighted to also include Nour
Gobara and Jake Whittaker, (Form 3) and
listen to Ines Galvez and Henry Cornish’s
(Form 4) beautiful string playing.
It was a real treat to have the
opportunity to invite some of our
youngest musicians from the Junior
School to play and benefit from
listening to the more experienced
players. They included Ben Harding,
Lola Frisby-Williams, Jessica Alexander,
and Timothy Parker.

Gig Night
This proved to be its usual lively,
energetic event compered by our
very own Cameron Mills. The evening
provided a chance for our Singers
and Guitarists to perform a variety
of folk, rock and pop music. The
atmosphere was enhanced by the use
of the Memorial Hall’s new sound and
lighting system. Thanks must go to
Lydia Duncan and Rebecka Slater-Lyons
who coached many of our performers
and especially to the ‘awesome’
Alex Duncan for supporting all the
performers.
The Lower School Boys and Girls vied
with each other to perform the best
vocal ensemble. The girls’ rendition
of ‘Turning Tables’ by Adele was
exquisitely crafted whilst the boys
caught the girls’ attention with ‘She’s
The One’.
Soloists included Helen Dalton, Jessica
Baker, Matilda Cage, Jake Whittaker,
Summer Dunscombe, Sirichai Crawford,
Emma Dixon, Catherine Kotarski, Sarah
Penny, Mary-Ann Screech and Emily
Neal.
Duos and bands included Kitty
Scambler, Eevee Banbury and Rosie
Kivell; Jed and Harley Foster; Jessica
Baker, Caitlin McCartney and Tara
Twomey; Cameron Mills and Will
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Daniel; Dillon Chalmers, Matthew Hill,
Harry Dymond and Harry Scambler;
Dylan Parker, Oliver Whitten and Alex
Wombwell-Robinson; Minnie Alexander
and Lois Barker; Summer Dunscombe,
Tom Hill and Katie Trask; Sirichai
Crawford, Jake Collins, Tom Hill and
Katie Trask; Yuet Wong and Hebe Wang;
Ben Parker and Cameron Mills; Hebe
Wang and Sirichai Crawford; Yuet Wong,
Hebe Wang and Jackie Poon and finally
Catherine Kotarski and Emma Dixon.

the Senior Choir it was written “a very
good choir capable of performing music
in different styles. Continue to develop
this musical and mature approach”.
The Lower School Choir was described
as “…a choir that can successfully
perform in a variety of contrasting
styles. It performs with a strong
understanding of melodic shape and
has a good control of rhythm, diction
and harmony.”

Spring Fair
In support of the Colleges Summer Fair,
visitors were treated to refreshments
accompanied by musicians of all ages.
Under a small marquee, an eclectic
range of music was performed. All
musicians acquitted themselves
admirably.

Summer Term
Music for Youth
For the first time our Choirs prepared
and recorded entries for the National
Festival Competition Music for Youth.
We were delighted to receive positive
feedback from the adjudicators. About

Summer Concert
Our Summer Concert, which took place
in the Memorial Hall had an American
flavour. It started with three sprightly
pieces played by our saxophone
quartet “Saxophonia” ably coached
and supported by Mr Steve Smith. The
Lower School Choir sang a moving

American Spiritual and lively rendition
of Tuxedo Junction. The first half of the
concert contained many memorable
performances and ended with the
Flute Choir and Mel Orriss’s wonderful
arrangement of The Great Escape which
included parts for our Alto and Bass
flutes. A thanks must go to the Friends
of Shebbear College for their kind
donation towards the purchase of these
wonderful instruments.
During the interval we were treated to a
feast! Mrs Purdew and her team pulled
out all the stops and ensured that we
would not starve before the end of the
second half.
The Orchestra opened the second half
with Gershwin’s Summer Time and, so
as not to tempt fate, an arrangement of
“Singing in the Rain” played with both
warmth and verve. Other performances
included Georgia Stevens, Minnie
Alexander, Lois Barker and James
Hibben’s rendition of Summer Time,
and solos by Matilda Cage (voice
and guitar), Theo Crookes, Angus
Crookes (flute), Ben Parker (piano and
saxophone), Emily Neal (voice) and
William Collins (oboe and piano) and
a duet by Emma Dixon and Catherine
Kotarski (voices and guitar).
Piano solos were performed by Joseph
Ho, Joey Yeung, Eva Ho, Waycle Lai,
Jason Liu. These are but a few of the
many pianists who have performed with
such aplomb this year. This can only be
attributed to the skill and dedication of
our piano techers Mrs Ruth Cornish and
Mrs Angie Morphy.

Above: Some of our successful music candidates receiving their certificates
The evening ended with the Senior
Choir who performed two American
classics’ Straighten Up and Fly Right’
and ‘It Don’t Mean a Thing’. Again
they showed their rounded tone and
crisp articulation with their stylish
performance.
Well done to all who participated and a
big thank you is due to our dedicated
team of peripatetic instrumental and
singing teachers.

Summer Chamber Concert
Following on from the success of
the Spring Chamber Concert the
Summer Chamber Concert lived up to
expectations with another successful
event.
Young musicians had the opportunity
to play and listen to each other at this
informal concert. Many of the musicians
were performing for the first time and
it was a joy to see all the Shebbearians
supporting and encouraging each other.
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The audience was very appreciative and
proud of the students’ endeavours.
Performers included the beginner Sax
Ensemble and from the Junior School,
Lola Frisby-Williams, Ellerker Singleton,
Olivia Rolls (piano), Timothy Parker
(violin), Ben Harding (saxophone) and
Jessica Alexander (clarinet and Eb horn).
From the Lower School, Oscar Baker,
Carla Fernandez, Tara Twomey, Isaac
Allsop, William Balkwill-Western, Theo
Crookes, Heather Mathews, Ben Parker
(piano), Pascal Birch, Oliver Crowhurst
(saxophone), Antonia Aliberti (flute),
Eevee Banbury and Matilda Cage
(voice and guitar duo), Katie Stevens
(violin), Stanley Hill (piano), Robert
Temple (trumpet), Isaac Allsop and
Spencer Quance (voice and piano duo),
Lydia Bowering Sheehan (violin), Jake
Whittaker (guitar) and from the Middle
School, Henry Cornish on cello.
It can definitely be said that music at
Shebbear College is thriving.
K. Parker
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PHYSICAL EDUCATION
I’d like to start this year’s report with a
thank you, to all our young sporting talent,
who have so admirably represented the
college throughout the year and across
all sports. As you might imagine there
is a great deal of hard work that goes on
behind the scenes prior to match days
and our pupils certainly embrace the
challenge on the training ground as well
as on the pitch. Their endeavours remind
me of that most famous of quotes from
Muhammad Ali which reads:
‘The fight is won or lost far away
from witnesses, behind the lines, in
the gym and out there on the road,
long before I dance under those
lights’
…this is no more true than for
this year’s GCSE PE alumni who
demonstrated a vivacious thirst for
knowledge and determination to
succeed and were rewarded with an
excellent set of results with 100% pass
rate A*- C (73% of students gaining A*B grades); well done to you all for your
superb achievements.
The A level results were just as
impressive with both A2 students
passing with C grades. We said
goodbye to Head Girl and 1st team
netball captain Grace Beal who takes
up a work experience post at Prior Park
School in Bath and Joe Warren who
began a sports degree at Plymouth
University.
As we continue to push for higher
standards on the games field and
improved fitness levels, many pupils
have achieved representative honours
for their respective counties across
numerous sports. The list below
demonstrates significant strength in
depth, upon which we hope to build:
Evee Banbury - U13 X-Country
Sophie Gillies - U13 Football
Lucy Taylor - U14 Netball
Tabitha Kirkwood - U14 Netball
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Devon
Devon
E Devon
E Devon

Eloise Maxa - U15 Cricket
Bucks
Patrick Faulkner - U13 X-Country Devon
Carl Stanbury - U13 Cricket
N Devon
Tom Squire - U14 Rugby
N Devon
James Hibben - U15 Pistol Shooting Devon
Dillon Chalmers - U17 Karate
Devon

Of particular note were Evee Banbury’s
performances in cross country as she
finished 2nd in the North Devon Cross
Country League and 6th in the Devon
Schools’ Championships representing
Shebbear College in Plymouth. This then
qualified her to run for Devon Schools
at the English Schools’ Championships
at Catton Hall in Derby where she came
80th which was fantastic in a massive
field of runners.
With improved performance on
the games field as one of our main
priorities for the forthcoming year,
changes have been made to the Key
Stage 3 PE curriculum to reflect these
goals. Students in year 7 and 8 in
particular can take advantage of an
invasion games module, incorporating
six lessons, in which key skills for
games will be the focus. These include
communication, creation of space
and movement, as well as passing,
receiving, tactics and strategies.
Hopefully, this will translate into
improved performance in our major
sports of rugby, hockey, football,
netball, cricket and rounders.
Sports Day was once again a success
and we were delighted to welcome
Olympic Pistol Shooter Georgina Geike
to Shebbear. Our first house pistol
shooting competition was a great
success and students embraced the
opportunity to have a go. Thanks
also go to members of the Shebbear
Shooters Rifle Club, without whom the
event couldn’t take place.
As usual one house was dominant on
the day and the overall Sports Day
victory went to Ruddle. Despite this,
my affiliation to Ruddle resulted in
disappointment, as whilst in Uganda
I received the news that the overall
winners of the house cup were Way.

On my return the gut-wrenching view of
a blue ribbon on the Colpus Cup stuck
in my mind for the summer. Worse still
the cup was lost by just 10 points – the
equivalent of two merits. I am sure
that Ruddle house will put the record
straight next time around.
Finally I would like to thank all parents
and staff who continue to embrace the
sport on offer at Shebbear and welcome
the addition of Simon Bee, Leon
Oxenham and Charlotte Simpson to the
coaching teams of rugby and hockey.
With fresh faces, the new season should
start with plenty of verve and energy.
A. Steel

PSYCHOLOGY
It has been a busy year in Psychology
with the A2 students reflecting upon
their synoptic knowledge in order
to extend their understanding of
psychological theories and debates and
the AS students researching the five
different approaches taken to study
human behaviour.
As part of their studies for the Forensic
Psychology module the A2 students
spent time designing and conducting
their own psychological research.
All team members collaborated and
designed a fantastic research project
on ‘Face Recognition’. The aim of this
project was to understand whether
people can recognise familiar faces
when only being shown half of the

face, either the top or the bottom.
Using students from the Lower Sixth
form at Shebbear as participants they
successfully conducted this experiment
very professionally by following
the ethical guidelines of the British
Psychological Society. Everyone had
lots of fun and the project proved very
educational.

We wish well to all the A2 students who
have left us to continue their studies at
university level or pursue other careers.

The students knowledge of psychology
was tested during a Valentine Day quiz.
The Upper and Lower Sixth competed
against each other in a knockout style
tournament. Both teams posed very
challenging questions and the sense of
rivalry was intense; the winner of the
quiz being Bretton Light who answered
all of his questions with a superb
display of psychological knowledge.

It’s been another busy and active year
in Religious Studies at the College. It
always delights me when I see how the
pupils engage with some of the
challenging and difficult issues we meet
when learning about the beliefs and
attitudes of others. Hopefully this
results in a more open-minded approach
by our pupils, a greater willingness to
listen to the views of others.

E. Blundell

RELIGIOUS STUDIES

Form One have explored a variety of
World Religions, including the Hindu
Puja ritual and the enlightment of
Buddha. They also investigated the
importance of Justice in Christianity,
looking at how the parables of Jesus
inspired figures such as Archbishop
Tutu in South Africa.

During the summer term the AS group
individually researched and presented
how different theories and studies
offer explanations and treatments for
dysfunctional behaviour and disorders,
such as depression, schizophrenia and
phobias which prevent certain members
of society from functioning adequately.
All of the presentations were of a high
standard and gave the students an
introduction to the A2 syllabus.
Both examination groups worked
extensively through the year to prepare
themselves for the summer exams.
The A level results were good, with
particular congratulations going to
Sarah Balsdon, who obtained an A
grade at A2, and Emma Dixon who also
obtained an A grade at AS.

Form Two enjoyed a visit to Exeter to
explore the history of the Cathedral
and the Synagogue; learning about the
symbols and rituals of both sites they
made clay tiles with religious symbols
and experienced a bar mitzvah.
Form Three started their GCSE course
by exploring ideas of the meaning
of ‘God’, analysing the film “Bruce
Almighty” to help them do so. Many
thanks to teachers such as Mr Jeggo
and Mrs Blundell for their help with
some of the above.
GCSE results continue to impress, with
over 73% of the Fifth Form students
gaining an A*- C grade GCSE with just
one lesson a week, including six who
achieved an A*. This is a significant
achievement by all these pupils. Many
schools offer 2 weekly lessons or 3
a fortnight to gain similar results. It
should also be pointed out that all our
students have the opportunity to gain
a GCSE and to improve their moral
understanding, regardless of language
skills.

Once again we visited Buckfast Abbey,
exploring the Education Centre which
is full of hands on activities to learn all
about the construction of the beautiful
and ancient building, along with
information about the daily lives of the
monks and the famous “Buckfast Bee”.
They had a fascinating session
interviewing one of the Abbey’s monks,
as well as a picnic lunch in the gardens
and a tour of the Abbey. Some of the
girls put together a lovely video about
the trip, please see the department web
page for the musical version!
Form Two have learnt about a range of
religious issues and figures including;
the Islamic Hajj pilgrimage to Mecca,
how Christ inspires the work of the
Salvation Army in their work with the
homeless, and the religious symbolism
of the Lion, the Witch and the Wardrobe
film! The pupils also created some very
striking images based around the life
and actions of Martin Luther King.
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Philosophy and Ethics at A Level has
again attracted some of the best and
brightest. Well done to the Upper Sixth
on their results, and we hope Charlotte
Wade enjoys her philosophy degree.
The Lower Sixth average AS result was
an A grade, well done. Several of them
are currently applying to universities to
continue their studies in philosophy and
ethics.
Well done to all who have made such
impressive progress.
M. Rogers
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Departmental
Reviews
THE SCIENCES
BIOLOGY
The biology year began with what is
becoming our regular visit to Exeter
University to carry out some CSI style
genetic analysis. Sixth form biologists
took saliva samples and using various
enzymes and cutting edge Polymerase
Chain Reaction technology we managed
to produce in excess of 30 million
billion copies of a single stretch of our
DNA.
Having completed this PCR process
we began the task of separating the
DNA strands by length, using Gel
Electrophoresis which produced the
tell-tale genetic bands seen on many
television shows.
In February the Lower Sixth went to
Paignton Zoo to provide source material
for coursework and had a fascinating
time discovering the good work that the
zoo does to maintain global biodiversity
and to counteract the damage humans
have caused.

The New Year saw the beginning of
Upper Sixth coursework investigations
covering many fascinating areas
ranging from the effect of pineapple
juice on digestive enzymes, through
using caffeine to deter snails to the
effect of light intensity on the rate of
photosynthesis.
And, as the exam season drew near, the
maintenance team began to clear the
biology lab and by the end of the year
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it was an empty shell in anticipation of the installation of a brand new lab ready for
the start of the next academic year.
Exciting times ...

A. Colville

CHEMISTRY
A Perfect Set of Chemistry GCSE Results. Congratulations to the four separate
science Chemistry GCSE students: Emilio Aliberti, Jack Honey, Julian Blaskiewicz
and Thomas Hill (pictured below with Headmaster Simon Weale), all four of whom
achieved A* in their examinations. Remarkably, they managed to score 100% in over
half of twelve modules they sat collectively. What an achievement!

In another area of the curriculum, the
Chemistry Department gained 100%
A grades at A Level for the second
successive year - a statistic of which
we are justifiably proud! These results
speak volumes for the calibre of
dedicated students. Well done!
Dr. S. Crook

PHYSICS
The highlight of this year has to be
the Lower Sixth Physics trip. As part
of their course the Lower Sixth Form
have to undertake a visit where they
can experience physics in the real
world. After this visit the pupils write a
summary and then carry out and write
up an investigation related to the visit.
For the past few years the Lower Sixth
have enjoyed (and I use this word
carefully) a trip to Exeter where there is
a lovely pedestrian suspension bridge.
Here pupils can jump up and down on it
(of course this happens when there are
no other pedestrians on the bridge) so
that they can see and feel the flexing of
the bridge.
Amazing as this sounds I felt that it was
time for a change and had been told by
another teacher of how he had taken
a group to Thorpe Park for a talk on
the physics of the rides there, and how
interesting and informative the whole
day had been. This obviously sounded
like a much more appealing idea. So I
booked the talk and arranged the trip.
Unfortunately I failed to realise that
the day I had picked was the date of

the Fifth Form information evening,
where I stand with a few enthusiastic
representatives from the Sixth Form
to advise pupils on why they should
choose to study physics at A level,
as if anyone needs to be told why
they should study one of the most
fascinating and challenging subjects! I
did think that if I had left a sign on the
physics table saying ‘gone to Thorpe
Park, back tomorrow’ it may have
helped to increase the uptake but this
was not deemed to be appropriate.

This year saw the addition to the
Physics Department of a Pasco airlink
data logger with sensors for force,
timing, acceleration, voltage, current,
temperature, position and velocity. All
of these sensors are able to link directly
in real time with the Physics iPad via the
airlink system.

Fortunately Will Collins was on hand
to man the stand and give advice to
prospective students; he obviously did a
fine job as my pupils for 2013-14 are a
healthy 14 in the Lower Sixth.

The equipment also has the ability to
link to the whiteboard through Apple
TV which enables larger groups to see
results and graphs being generated in
real time as they do class practicals and
demonstrations.

The trip itself was all carefully planned,
we were to leave at 7.00am and arrive
at Thorpe park by 11.00am ready for
our talk at 12:30pm, the talk lasts one
hour, so leaving over three hours to
experience the effects of physics, prior
to our departure.
Unfortunately, in my planning I had
failed to take into consideration the
possibility of a traffic accident on the
M4 resulting in the motorway being
closed for several hours. This meant
that whilst we were supposed to be in
the talk we were in fact saitting in traffic
eating our packed lunches.
Once lunch was eaten, the pupils amused
themselves by discussing the physics
(and physiological effects) they were
hopefully going to experience shortly.

The Friends of Shebbear College
have funded the acquisition of this
equipment and I am very grateful to
them for this much-needed modern
apparatus.

The iPad is of great use in its own
right as there is a vast array of
educational apps available. This was
nicely demonstrated by Jed Light when
designing his own roller coaster and
then riding it (virtually I might add)
whilst being given a real time energy,
acceleration or force graph to help
him and others understand the energy
transfers and forces exerted during a
simple roller coaster ride.
It was very fortunate that this was only
a simulation as Jed’s roller coaster was
somewhat extreme and I would have
been very surprised to see anyone
survive it, especially when the track
plummeted through the floor!
S. Clewley

After what felt like an eternity we were
finally underway again and made our
way to Thorpe Park It was now nearly
2.00pm so the pupils made the most
of their few hours and gained as much
experience as possible. Despite the
delays, frustration and missing the
talk, the trip was on the whole very
successful, and gave plenty for us
to discuss when back at college. In
addition to this Elisa Mihaylov managed
to knit a hat and scarf on the journey!
So all in all, a successful day out, sorry,
off-site educational trip!
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The
Kindergarten
After a rather damp summer holiday,
children and their parents were most
excited to return to school. They
were even more excited when they
discovered a letter had been sent to
them from Buckingham Palace, thanking
them for their pictures and good wishes
sent to the Queen to commemorate her
Diamond Jubilee.

Once settled back into the routine of
the Kindergarten, the children enjoyed
playing ‘Big Bad Wolf’ games in the
garden so a topic on traditional tales
followed. Cooking, construction, story
endings, counting and sorting were just
a number of ways they enhanced their
learning in practical and fun ways.
Taking part in the Junior School
Harvest Festival the children sang
enthusiastically about food they liked
and how it grows.
We had lots of princesses in the
classroom when everyone came in
fancy dress in order to raise money for
Children in Need. A fun packed day
of cooking, games, and art and craft
activities kept the children busy.

Family and friends enjoyed a superb
performance of The Three Kings with
all the children singing songs telling
the story of their special journey. For
all their hard work, the term concluded
with a party and a visit from their
favourite visitor, Father Christmas.

frozen lakes and ponds and discuss
ways of keeping warm during the winter
months. Freezing pots with a variety of
objects submerged in them was a fun
and interesting activity carried out.

There was great excitement when snow
fell at the beginning of the spring term,
just enough to build small snowmen and
play outdoors, until everyone needed
hot chocolate to warm them up again.
It was also an ideal opportunity to
reinforce the dangers of playing on

A visit from award winning cameraman
Doug Anderson had the children
completely enthralled. Using a selection
of films and photographs, he showed
the feeding habits of killer whales in
Antarctica, also bringing along his
BAFTA award to show them.
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Once again the children took part in
World Book Day, dressing as a favourite
book character and visiting the library
for a story from Jane, the school
librarian. They explored the library,
finding lots of interesting books, but
were not so good at remembering
where they had found them. Luckily we
usually only visit once a year!

They watched as they slowly changed
into frogs, making life-cycle wheels to
record their observations.
The end of the Spring term concluded
with the Easter Fayre with all the children
taking part in an Easter bonnet parade.

During birdwatch week, a variety of
species were identified in our garden
and using books and rulers, items were
measured to compare their wing span.
Nocturnal birds and animals were also
investigated.
Everyone dressed up again for Red Nose
Day. Wearing something red, they made
red collage pictures and baked red
nose cakes. The children listened to a
story about Ronika, learning about the
differences between her lifestyle in Africa
compared to our own in Devon.
Ruth, who not only looks after all
our domestic needs and is a friendly
and familiar face in the Kindergarten,
took us on our first trip of the year to
Rosemoor. The children thoroughly
enjoyed a scavenger hunt , equally
having fun in the play park and
travelling in the minibus.
The children also ventured on their first
trip to Queens Theatre in Barnstaple,
mesmerised by the tale of The Owl Who
Was Afraid of the Dark.
Although quite a journey, they had a
wonderful time and thoroughly enjoyed
the performance.
Everyone showed a keen interest in the
tadpoles which were brought into class.

Another trip to Rosemoor started
our summer term, with the children
taking part in a workshop entitled
‘In the woods’. Following clues and
footsteps, they found Big Ted and
listened to stories before making their
own woodland creatures from clay and
hunting for the rest of Big Ted’s friends.

After having such a wonderful time
at the theatre last term, the children
made a return visit to watch an amazing
performance of ‘Tiddler’s Tales and
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other Terrific Tales’, a selection of
stories by Julia Donaldson and Axel
Scheffler. It was a truly magical
performance which had the children
completely absorbed.
Other topics covered during the year
include; Seasons, Mothering Sunday,
Chinese New Year, St George and St
Patrick’s Day, Colours, Father’s Day,
Robots, Playground Games, In the
Garden and Our Bodies.
After lots of practice and with great
excitement, everyone eagerly prepared
for Sports Day. Unfortunately, the
weather was not too kind, and although
dry, it was rather breezy and everyone
struggled to keep warm. Nevertheless,
all the children took part and a fun time
was had by all.

To conclude our busy and fun packed
year, children and parents enjoyed a
lovely day out at The Milky Way. A well
deserved treat for all their hard work.
Jackie Biddlecombe
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Junior
School
2012-13 was certainly a time of change
for the Junior School here at Shebbear
College. The retirement of the much
loved and well respected Mr Bev
Harman as Head Teacher marked the
end of an era for the school. Bev had
played such a major part in the life
of the College and will be missed by
pupils, parents and staff alike.
For me however, this has presented
a wonderful opportunity; a chance to
lead the school into what I am sure is
an exciting time ahead. I have certainly
enjoyed my first year in the job and the
challenges that this has brought, and
have been made to feel so welcome
by the whole of the Shebbear College
community.
From the onset I have been impressed
with the attitude and endeavour of all
the pupils in the Junior School. From the
youngest in the Kindergarten to my own
Year 6 class, there is a real buzz in the
school, with happy, enthusiastic pupils,
highly engaged in their learning and
all very keen to please. These positive
attitudes have continued throughout
the year and are due in no small part to
the tremendous energy and enthusiasm
of all the staff here.
My first term at Shebbear was certainly
a busy one, with our pupils involved in
a whole variety of activities, both within
the curriculum and as part of our extracurricular programme.
Our Junior 6 pupils began the year with
a residential trip to the PGL Centre at
Osmington Bay in Dorset. This provided
them with a wonderful opportunity
to bond as a group as they took on a
range of varied and exciting challenges
together. Favourites included, ‘The Giant
Swing’, ‘The Leap of Faith’, kayaking,
quad biking, archery and aeroball.
Throughout the week I was impressed
with how supportive our pupils were
of each other and with their boundless
energy and enthusiasm. I must also take
this opportunity to thank Mrs Leeanne
Kirby for accompanying me on this trip
and showing me the ropes.
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We then raised a substantial sum of
money for the charity Christian Aid
by selling produce, kindly donated by
parents.

This same group of pupils also visited
Morwellham Quay Heritage Centre
during this first term. This was a great
experience for them and helped bring
to life their history topic on Victorian
Britain. As well as dressing in the
costume of the period, they were sent
to work, breaking rocks to find copper,
they experienced the harsh reality of
schools in Victorian times and then took
a trip down the George and Charlotte
copper mine to see for themselves the
conditions that faced the workers of the
day.
In early October we had our Harvest
Festival Service in the Chapel and were
delighted with the number of parents
who supported the event. Mr Barnes
led the service and all our children
performed songs, sketches and poetry.

On the sporting front, our Junior School
teams were involved in a number of
fixtures in this first term. Our under 9
and under 11 netball teams won the
majority of their matches and the rugby
teams, after an indifferent start, went
from strength to strength, securing
well deserved victories in their last
two games against St Joseph’s and St
Petroc’s, respectively.
For the first time, Shebbear College
also entered a team in the Holsworthy
High 5 Netball Competition and soon
demonstrated what a rich pool of
sporting talent we had amongst the
girls in the school.
Not to be out-done, our football team
played in a series of football festivals
held at Northam Burrows. They were
outstanding, remaining undefeated in
every one of the tournaments.
During this term some of our pupils
also took part in the first of the
season’s races in the Gliddon and
Squires Cross Country League. Although
we only entered a small team, our
pupils were extremely successful. So

instructor taking the lead, it soon
became a favourite of many of our
pupils and in March 2013 we entered a
team of over fifty pupils into the North
Devon Gymnastics Championships in
Barnstaple. Remarkably, despite being
so new to the sport, we ended up
winning a staggering 7 gold medals,
6 silver medals and 4 bronze medals,
including the Endeavour Shield awarded
to Mrs Standford herself, for excellent
coaching.
much so in fact, that by the end of the
season we boasted the Under11 Girls
overall winner, Eliza Banbury and, in
the Under 9 Boys competition, Harry
Brown finished 3rd overall. This success
was replicated in other Cross Country
Competitions later in the year.
The term ended with wonderful
Christmas celebrations which included
an afternoon of music and drama, with
performances by each of the classes.
This was followed by a Christmas Craft
Fair where parents had the chance to
buy a range of gifts and decorations
made by the pupils themselves. There
was also a visit from Santa for our
younger pupils, a lovely family service
in the Chapel and various Christmas
parties. However, for me, it has to be
the Kindergarten Nativity that provided
the highlight of the festive season in the
Junior School. Mrs Jackie Biddlecombe
and Mrs Sarah Ley, our staff in
the Kindergarten, did a wonderful
job preparing the children for the
performance and the children certainly
did themselves proud, delivering their
lines with confidence and singing with
great gusto.
At the start of the Spring Term many of
our pupils were busy preparing for the
North Devon Performing Arts Festival.
Each year this provides a wonderful
showcase for the music talent that we
have within the Junior School and also
presents an opportunity for our pupils
to demonstrate their ability to recite
poetry and prose with real clarity and
expression.

With expert tutoring from Mrs Di
Jones we were once again extremely
successful in many of the speech and
drama classes and our Junior School
Choir, under the direction of Mrs
Fiona Goode, continued their amazing
run of success with yet another first
place. Other notable successes and
prize winners included Archie Boycott
(trumpet), Olivia Rolls (piano), Jessica
Alexander (horn), Bridget Mathews
(flute), Ben Harding (saxophone), Harry
Brown and Connor Twomey (guitar).

In the speech and drama classes
there was also success for Connie
Gillies, Robin Dalton, Gracie Boycott,
Bridget Astley, Thomas Robins, Sean
Nadin, Douglas Willis-Butcher, Bridget
Matthews and Joe Faulkner.
A new element introduced to Junior
School PE this year was the inclusion
of gymnastics as part of the on-going
curriculum. As well as improving core
strength, it also helps to develop a wide
range of physical attributes - including
balance, agility and control.
With Mrs Sue Standford, a highly
qualified and experienced gymnastics
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The very next day, it was the turn of
our girl footballers to shine. The team,
led by the ‘highly gifted’ Sophie Gillies,
won the prestigious ISFA Football
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Tournament at Kings College, Taunton,
for the second year in succession. The
tournament ended with our girls once
again defeating Millfield to secure the
trophy. By the end of the year Sophie
had gone on to be accepted at the
Devon Womens’ Football Academy - a
wonderful achievement, especially for a
West Ham United supporter!

At the start of the Summer Term, we
welcomed back Mrs Tammy Brock to
the teaching staff here in the Junior
School. Mrs Brock had been away on
Maternity leave since the start of the
year and we are all delighted to have
her back.

games and activities designed and built
by the Year 5 and 6 pupils (with parents
help of course).
The Kindergarten and infant classes
then paraded in front of us all, wearing
their beautiful Easter bonnets before
each one received an Easter egg as a
prize from our judges.
One of the personal highlights of this
year for me was our annual Junior
School Music Concert. With so many
of our pupils learning instruments,
under the guidance of a whole army of
specialist teachers, I shouldn’t really
have been surprised by the quality of
performances that evening, but I was
simply amazed.
The event was once again, wonderfully
well supported by our parents and a
packed Memorial Hall was thoroughly
entertained by our young musicians.
There were performances from our
violin ensemble and guitar groups,
plus another chance to hear our award
winning Junior School Choir. There were
also wonderful solo performances from
Archie Boycott, Jess Alexander, Timothy
Parker, Olivia Rolls, Lola Frisby-Williams,
Bridget Mathews, Gracie Boycott and
Ben Harding.
The whole event was a delight and
beautifully put together by the highly
dedicated and enthusiastic, Mrs Lisa
Parker and her team of peripatetic
music teachers.
Our Easter Service and Easter Fayre
brought the term to a close and we were
all highly entertained by the wonderful
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What made this year’s Easter Fayre even
more special was that it also included
the official opening of the amazing
new Junior School playground, ‘The
Lighthouse’. Quite fittingly, it was Mr
Barnes, our outgoing Headmaster, who
cut the ribbon as he had been so central
in promoting the development of the
play area from the start.

For the pupils in the Junior School
and Kindergarten, the new play area
has already proved to be a very big
hit indeed. It’s great to see all of our
pupils having the opportunity, to climb,
slide, swing, balance and jump. This is
especially important in an age where
health and safety seems to put a stop
to children climbing trees or other
similarly adventurous activities.

This final term certainly proved to
be just as busy as the previous two,
with numerous sports fixtures , the
launch of our forest schools initiative,
induction days in the senior school for
our Year 6 pupils, entrance exams,
scholarships, various fund raising
events and of course, the Junior School
production.

Our new ‘Forest School programme’,
championed by Mrs Julie Burnett, has
certainly had a significant impact
on the teaching of science and
environmental studies throughout the
junior school and is something we are
keen to develop further in the year
ahead.
On the sporting front, once again we
were blessed with sunshine for our
Village Schools’ Football Tournament,
another masterpiece of organisation by
Mrs Fiona Goode. Our girls continued
their outstanding season by collecting
their second trophy of the year, whilst
the boys’ competition was deservedly
won by the team from St Helens School,
Abbotsham.
Whether just due to dumb luck or good
judgement, by moving our Junior School
Sports Day forward in the calendar we
did manage to beat the weather (just). It
was certainly one of the coldest Sports

Days I have ever attended but that
didn’t seem to dampen the children’s
spirits or those of the many parents that
turned up to cheer their children on.
Our PE staff had worked hard with the
pupils during the build-up, introducing
a range of new events which formed
part of Sports Day for the first time. At
the end of the day, the house captains
of Thorne House were presented
with the Sports Day Cup and medals
were awarded to the winners of every
individual event.
Our multi-medal winners on the day
included Eliza Banbury, Harry Brown,
Patrick Faulkner, Sophie Gillies, Hunter
Middleton, Thomas Robins, Amy Taylor
and Joe Faulkner.
Our girls had a highly successful
rounders season winning most fixtures
and our cricket team started to fulfil
their obvious potential with victories
against St Joseph’s and a (nailbiting)
tied match with Kelly College.
We also took advantage of the
improving weather towards the end of
the Summer Term and held a ‘Jump
Rope for Heart’ event. This event,
organised by Mrs Suzie Willis-Butcher
and Mrs Leeanne Kirby, involved all our
pupils (and staff) in a sponsored skip
which helped to raise an impressive
£500 for The British Heart Foundation.
For our ‘Tea on the Lawn’ social event
for parents we were once again blessed
with fine weather and the Year 6 pupils
provided us with some high class
catering – serving our guests with tea
and scones on the lawn outside Pyke
House. This was another fund raising
event organised by our pupils to raise
money for our chosen charities.

Director) was only matched by the
pupils themselves.
All those lucky enough to attend,
were amazed by the talent on show.
However, special mention should be
given to the soloists Connie Gillies,
Maddie Traxton, Olivia Rolls, Thomas
Robins and Robin Dalton. I have
always been in awe of anyone who can
stand up and sing alone in front of an
audience.
In our final Junior School assembly,
the House Point Cup was presented to
the Captains of Ruddle House. House
points had been awarded throughout
the year to all our pupils in the Junior
School for a range of achievements and
for outstanding behaviour. This also
gave me the opportunity to thank our
outgoing Head Boy (Patrick Faulkner)
and Head Girl (Olivia Rolls) for all their
extra hard work during the year and
to wish the best of luck to all pupils in
Year 6 as they make the transition into
life in the Senior School.

There was no better way to end the
school year than with the outstanding
Junior School Production of ‘Olivia’, a
wonderful musical adaptation of the
Dicken’s classic Oliver Twist.

However, the College Speech Day
provided a wonderful opportunity to
highlight what had been an exciting
year in the Junior School. Prizes were
given to pupils in every year for
academic success and effort, with
further prizes presented to pupils in
Year 6 in recognition of outstanding
achievement throughout their time in
the Junior School.

The hard work of Mrs Jones (Producer
and Director), Cameron Mills (Assistant
Director) and Mrs Parker (Musical

As well as celebrating the achievements of
our pupils, Speech Day was also a chance
for us to say a sad but fond farewell to
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Mrs Jan Harman. Her contribution to
the Junior School over the last decade
(and more) has been considerable and
many pupils have benefitted from her
wonderfully creative and child-centred
approach to teaching. We all wish her the
very best for the future.
This year also marked the end of an
era in our Infant Department. After
more than 20 years as an outstanding
Early Years teacher, Mrs Fiona Goode is
taking on a new role within the college
as the Academic Administrator.
As well as continuing to keep the
Junior School running smoothly Fiona
will also be responsible for much of
the administration for the boarding
houses as well as a range of central
administration projects for our
Headmaster, Mr Weale.
I am aware of course that change can be
difficult for many. However, with new
leadership a certain amount of change
is inevitable. I am thankful therefore,
to all the staff, pupils and parents in
the Junior School who have been so
supportive and have embraced the new
ideas that I have introduced throughout
this year. These changes will continue
in the coming year as we strive to raise
academic standards and provide a broad
and richer curriculum for all our pupils.
As you can see this has been a very busy
and rewarding year in our Junior School.
Our pupils have achieved much and
there are so many memories for us to
look back on with a real sense of pride.
M. Furber
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Junior School Production -

Olivia

“All our lives have been made better
by Olivia,” ... and ... “You’ll always
be a star!” ... two lines from this year’s
title song “Olivia.”
I know that every year the children will
perform their hearts out and this year
proved to be no exception.
All of the children should be proud of

how they developed their characters
and portrayed them so convincingly on
the stage; many of them having solo
singing parts - a daunting prospect
for any child of this age. However,
everyone performed with real skill and
confidence.

the audience was treated to an amazing
show and delicious food at the interval,
prepared by Mrs Kirby and Mrs WillisButcher. The children performed with
zest and gusto and had Mrs Jones in
tears again - tears of happiness of
course!

A special mention should be made for
the terrifying Mrs Murdstone played
by Hazel Coward, the grumpy Scrooge
played by Archie Boycott, the austere
George Bernard-Shaw played by Shaun
Nadin, Maddie Traxton as Eliza,
Charlotte Nethacott as Annie, Thomas
Robins and Robin Dalton as Fagin and
Dodger, Olivia Rolls as Mrs Dilber,
Timothy Parker as the Court Policeman
and, of course, Connie Gillies as Olivia
herself.

Some of the comments from this year’s
show included:

A special message of thanks should
also go to Cameron Mills (Form 3) who
helped Mrs Jones with the directing
and lighting, but more importantly
took on the part of the Fat Lady Opera
Singer. What a good sport and hilarious
performance - one which was truly
unforgettable.
We had a full house both nights and
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“What a professional show.”
“I have never seen a school show
like it!”
“Didn’t the children have a blast?”
“How do they do it? It gets better
year after year.”
“I’ve seen many school productions
in my time, but this beats all of
them hands down.”
Congratulations to everyone who took
part, both on and behind stage. The
children have already been asking ...
what are we doing next?
Who knows?
Watch this space!
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Sixth Form
The Upper Sixth have achieved some
very pleasing results this year and
gone on to a number of prestigious
universities both in the UK and
internationally.
Of particular note are Richard Dymond
and Daniel Lee who achieved their
places to read Economics and Natural
Sciences respectively at Bath and Rose
Frith who has achieved her place at the
University of London’s Institute in Paris
to read French.
The international trend continued with
Jason Liu going to the University of
Hong Kong and Anthony McGeorge
travelling to Western New Mexico
University on a golf scholarship to read
Business Administration.

The talk was very interesting and very
much appreciated by the Sixth Form
and we look forward to strengthening
our ties with the Old Shebbearians.
The Variety Show this year broke new
ground as it featured both live acts
and filmed ones; some of which can
be viewed on the College’s YouTube
channel.

The Sixth Form debates were of a
high standard this year with Ellen
Chamberlain particularly standing out.
Many of the debates focused on current
affairs and economic issues but for the
Fifth Form demonstration debate the
Sixth Form discussed whether Star Wars
or Lord of the Rings was better.
Perhaps demonstrating the influence of
Peter Jackson’s films on the last decade,
Tolkien’s fantasy world was deemed the
winner.
The Rounsefell Dinner was, as always,
the highlight of the year and the speaker
this year was Mr James Hancock, chair of
the OSA 2013. Mr Hancock spoke about
his time at Shebbear and its influence
on him and his varied and interesting
journalistic career covering politics at
Westminster and regionally in the north
west of England.
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For the first (and possibly last) time a
flash mob was arranged in the dining
room sparking interest and curiosity
in the show; ‘High School Musical’
Shebbear style was a talking point. The
closing Gangnam style film was expertly
directed by Jackie Poon. Starring Harry
Chance, almost all the Sixth Form took
part, and this willingness to involve
themselves in a collective performance
does them much credit.
M. Newitt
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The Boarding Year

Pollard boarder. It has been just slightly
strange for us both as Jamie was one of
the first boarders I remember in my new
post as Head of Boarding.

We suddenly realise that a very hectic
year has passed by when we sit to
reflect on our year to write for the
Shebbearian.
The year has yet again brought a broad
range of challenges, accomplishments
and memories to our community which
has enriched all of the boarders’ lives.

by everyone who attended for Chinese
New Year.

Lots of pranks were always in place
when Jamie was around and he hasn’t
changed in that respect today! The
boarders enjoy the fun-loving aspect
of their life in Shebbear as much as we
all do but are also very aware of their
academic studies.

The boarders have also enjoyed
Combat evenings when they are actively
encouraged to go and play out after
dark and hunt the boarding staff and
opposing teams, followed by lots of hot
chocolate and sausages for supper.

It is always pleasing to see the end
results of our boarders’ achievements
here, such as when we see the positive
placements they have made, some
heading off to universities in Canada,
Hong Kong and Australia.

We have seen an ever-growing presence
of our European boarders from
Germany, Spain, Italy and France as
well as welcoming children from Russia
and Kazakhstan. Some have travelled
to Shebbear for a term to broaden
their English language and experience
English life generally. Some children
have enjoyed the boarding community
life so much that they have stayed on to
study for their A Levels.
The boarding staff has worked
extremely hard to extend our activities
programme including more themed
evenings such as a Mad Hatter’s Tea
Party and a Murder Mystery Evening,
where the boarders said a final farewell
to our retiring Headmaster Mr Barnes
by finding him murdered in his own
garden! The tomato ketchup worked a
treat!
Cocktail evenings and, as always, our
Han Court Chinese Feast were enjoyed
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As always we have said goodbye to
some of our boarders who have been
here for the whole of their education,
arriving in Kindergarten and working
their way up to the 6th Form. A classic
example of this was Grace Beal who
started boarding at around four years of
age and who this year became Head Girl
and has left for a very successful life in
Bath.
The most wonderful opportunity of a
surfing activity has also been added to
our calendar. The coast of Bude and
Widemouth Bay is renowned worldwide
for surfing and for the boarders to
become accomplished and proficient in
the open sea has been very rewarding
for them.
We have now welcomed Mr Jamie
Sanders to our boarding house staff
in Pollard. He is proving to be an asset
partly due to his own experience as a

For all of our boarders leaving our
community we wish them well and will
always immensely enjoy seeing them
return for a visit to hear how their lives
are progressing.
Our boarding community as ever
is flourishing, due to the huge
commitment from our boarding
staff and the respect, appreciation
and camaraderie of our boarding
community.
Mrs Lin Quirk
Head Of Boarding
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International
Summer School
Once again, the second half of the
Summer Term saw a group of students
from a number of different European
countries, arrive at Shebbear, to
improve their English speaking skills as
well as to experience the English culture
and life at a boarding school.

Pupils from Italy, France, Hungary,
Russia and Ukraine joined full time
lessons for two days a week and as
well as their language lessons on the
other days, they were taken out to enjoy
archery, trips to Exeter Cathedral and
the Eden Project, before taking part for
the whole of Activities Week with days
out to the Ultimate Adventure Centre in
Bideford, cycling on the Tarka Trail and
visits to Paignton Zoo and Woodlands.

The older pupils were then taken for
a two night stay in London where
they visited the London Dungeons,
the Natural History Museum and saw
a spine-chilling production of ‘The
Woman in Black’ at the theatre.
The pupils were a delight to teach and
to have as part of our community. Many
Shebbear pupils will have learnt much
from the experience of meeting children
from different backgrounds to their own.
A. Bryan
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News from
the Library
Another successful Book Week was held
in the Autumn Term when the authors
Andy Briggs and Pete Johnson visited
the College.
Andy began his writing career
working on Hollywood movie projects.
In his animated and sometimes
scary multimedia presentation, he
showed pupils what it would be like
to experience some of the dangers
lurking in the jungle; he described
the background to his series of books
based on the classic Tarzan stories
which he has brought firmly into
the 21st century. As he talked, Andy
challenged us to make a difference by
supporting work to protect endangered
species living in rainforests threatened
by poachers and deforestation.
If Andy challenged and entertained; Pete
Johnson attempted to scare.
Pete, who has written over 50 books
for children – some funny, some
scary, enthralled his audience with
tales of vampires and ghosts as he
introduced his latest Vampire Series of
humorous horror stories. As a means
of supporting the college policy of
promoting reading – and the enjoyment
of reading, visits such as these bring a
vibrant enhancement to a school day
and have a lasting impact.
In other reading initiatives, all new
Form One pupils received a book of
their choice as part of the Book Buzz
programme, which was generously
sponsored this year by the Friends of
Shebbear College.
In the Spring Term pupils participated in
a Readathon raising money to support
sick children and their families. As a
reward for their efforts we were able to
select all of these books for the library,
free!
J. Welby
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Charity Events
We have had another amazing year
of fundraising with parents, staff and
pupils giving generously of their time
and money!

Macmillan Coffee Morning
This year Shebbear College hosted
another fantastic Macmillan Coffee
Morning. There was a great response
from parents, pupils and staff who very
generously donated a range of cakes and
biscuits to make the event a success.
Thank you to Mr Graham Cornish who
provided us with our savoury treats
again this year and to Mrs Purdew who
gave a Mexican twist to the event with
her spicy chilli tacos!
The stall was set up and run this year
by a dedicated team of 6th Form,
assisted by Mrs Quirk, Mrs Aliberti and
Mr Rogers. They all did a great job of
managing the crowds of both senior
and junior pupils and were a huge help.
The best cake was definitely by Riou
Thomas, a chocolate pirate ship very
lovingly made. This was auctioned by
Lester Bird and raised £10.

sale, raffle and other games. The week
was well supported by parents, staff
and pupils and we raised a fantastic
total of £340. Special thanks goes to
Catherine Kotarski who was in charge of
organising the events.

Children in Need
Friday 16th November saw lots of
hilarious activities taking place during
break times and was a day to remember
at Shebbear College; bunting was
raised, stocks set and the Bush Tucker
trial set up. Children in Need is always
a special day for Shebbear College and
this year was no exception.

Once again, it was lovely to see so many
parents attending this annual event and
showing their support. All this help and
effort managed to raise a fabulous £520
– a great amount from the sale of cakes!

Devon Air Ambulance Week
We held lots of activities throughout
the week. There was a Devon quiz
with some very tricky questions that
was won by Mrs Jane Wickett, a Guess
Who Quiz with the baby photos of our
Prefects, a Mariocart Challenge, a cake
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Throughout the school the pupils
dressed up in fancy dress to a ‘Peter
Pan’ theme, resulting in lots of
imaginative and bizarre costumes with
the fancy dress competition being won
by Nour Gobara and Miles Coward
dressed as Peter Pan and his shadow!
Break time on Friday saw an excited
mob descend upon the Quad where
various stalls and those favourite stocks
had appeared overnight! It didn’t take
long before a crowd had gathered
around the stocks; 20 minutes later
after 246 wet sponges and 3 buckets
of water there were a variety of very

wet 6th Formers and teachers. There
was also a juice bar called ‘The Love
Shack’ selling some interesting, yet
tasty concoctions and some home-made
traditional Pudsey biscuits.
With the return of ‘The Love Shack’,
a ‘Where’s Pudsey’ competition and
various other forms of entertainment,
The Children in Need spirit was coming
on a treat.
At lunch, a Bush Tucker Trial was held
in the hall for the House captains; this
comprised of a rather disgusting array
of courses including a starter of foul
smelling onions, peppers and pickled
eggs, a main of a rather disgusting
mixture of fish eggs and squid ink
amongst other fishy delights.

For dessert, a vile concoction of cheese
and garlic in a nest of meringue and
to finish off, a grisly milkshake full of

Christmas Concert Collection
£85.20 was raised for MRDF.

Readathon
This is a charity event that we run
every year for Forms 1-3. It is done
to raise money for 3 worthy charities:
Readwell, CLIC Sargent and Roald Dahl’s
Marvellous Children’s charity.
The pupils are asked to read as many
books as possible within a 3 week
period and to get sponsorship from
friends and family. This year we
raised £207.95. A special well done
to Elizabeth Hutchinson in Form 1 for
being the highest fundraiser; she won a
brand new hardback book as her prize.
large doses of pepper and salt with a large helping of ground ginger included ...
delicious!
All in all, the day was deemed a huge success, raising a total of £1000. The
parents, staff and pupils have, once again, donated a huge amount of money for an
incredibly just cause. Thank You!

Movember
Throughout November a number of male staff attempted to grow a moustache for
Movember, raising money for Prostate cancer. On the last day of November staff
and pupils embraced the spirit of ‘Movember’, sporting an array of moustaches of
various shapes, sizes and colours to help raise vital funds and awareness for men’s
health. A total of £465.00 was raised on the day.

10K Run – Alzheimer’s Society
This year’s 10K run was, once again,
well attended. The pupils worked hard
to raise sponsorship to inspire them
to run the course. This year’s theme
was ‘Grannies & Grandads’ so we had a
lot of pupils donning grey wigs for the
event held, once again, at Cookworthy
Forest!
The weather conditions were perfect
and the PE department worked hard
leading up to the run to get everything
organised.

The run was enjoyed by all students
whether walking, jogging or running
the distance, and even some teachers
took part! The winner this year was
Reece Stanbury and the departing
Headmaster, Mr Barnes, also put in an
impressive performance.
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Charity Events
The pupils raised a total of £833.50 that
was donated to the Alzheimer’s Society.

Spring Fete
- Christian Aid & MRDF

Duke of Edinburgh
Pick ‘n’ Mix Night

Fairtrade Fashion Show
- Christian Aid

This year’s Spring Fete was another
great success. We had lots of tutor
stalls, all based around a Fairtrade
product theme. These included a
chocolate fountain, a vegetable bowling
alley, the ducking stall (always a
favourite), Mission Cotton Impossible, a
human fruit machine and many more!

In June, Jennie Martin and Summer
Dunscombe organized a charity gig
for their Bronze Duke of Edinburgh’s
Award. The money that was raised
went towards The Alzheimer’s Society;
they chose this charity as it meant a
lot to them both and also because
Mitch Kingsland was fundraising for
the charity as well towards his Everest
climb.

Two years after our first successful
Fairtrade Fashion Show we decided it
was time for another. We had a great
team who worked well together to
put things in place. Mrs Lovett was
supported by Charlotte Wade and
Chloe Aveyard who both organised the
ordering of the clothes for the night and
all the posters and programmes.
This event took over a year to organise
and a lot of hard work was put in by
the staff and pupils involved. We also
included clothes made in our Fashion
and Textile Department where students
had taken old pieces of clothing and
‘revamped’ them. Chloe Aveyard made
2 dresses out of recycled materials that
were also shown on the catwalk.

It was an amazing night; there was
drama, music and comedy - it really was
a fun evening. At the back of the hall
there was a pick ‘n’ mix stall, selling a
variety of sweets, which went down a
storm with the children, and even the
adults.
The atmosphere was, once again,
fantastic with lots of parents joining us
for the afternoon of fun. We also had
some outside vendors: Button It and
Phoenix Cards among others, which
bought a new element to the day.
There was some amazing musical
entertainment throughout the afternoon
which was enjoyed by many whilst
tucking into a cream tea.
A grand total of £682.00 was raised, a
brilliant amount for 2 hours work! Well
done to everyone involved.

The night was fantastic! We had a
full house and all enjoyed the show,
particularly Mr Sanders’ cat walking!
We had over two hours of runways and
acoustic music from pupils, raising
£690 for Christian Aid.

Comic Relief
£39.20 was collected by the staff and
pupils of the Junior School.
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At the end of the evening we gave the
audience the chance to win either a
bottle of champagne (for the adults) or
an iTunes gift voucher (for the children).
The game was simple - whoever had
an ‘X’ under their chair was the winner.
After a lot of laughs and fumbling, Mr.
Aldridge ended up winning.
Mitch Kingsland then gave a speech
about why The Alzheimer’s Society is
so important to him, and talked about
his upcoming challenge climbing to the
Mount Everest Base Camp.
Lots of people were involved in
making the night a success: Jennie and
Summer’s parents provided the pick ‘n’
mix sweets and donated the prizes. Mr
and Mrs Akers, Mr Clewley, Mrs Lovett,
Mrs Franklin and Mitch Kingsland gave
support leading up to the event.
The event was well attended by staff,
parents and pupils and we raised £240
for the society.
F. Lovett
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World Aims
We have had another busy year in World
AIMS this year.

and debated our way to a solution for
the various problems.

Our student coordinators this year were
Chloe Aveyard, Emma Dixon, Catherine
Kotarski and William Collins. They have
been integral to the continued success
and popularity of our World AIMS
groups and have helped to lead the
group forward in lots of areas.

After lunch we then went into joint
committees, where we were presented
with a world emergency; we had to
come up with many different solutions
which were then voted upon. A decision
was made that was an appropriate
solution to the issue at hand, which, in
this case, was a seized Russian cargo
ship. This caused many heated debates
but Shebbear’s teams fought it out,
with Emilio Aliberti and Sean Clark
being awarded prizes for their strong
arguments.

We have had our largest numbers ever
in the World AIMS group, a sign that
more and more pupils are beginning to
think globally.
We have also welcomed Mr Aldridge and
Mrs Blundell to the World AI(MS team
and their input has been fantastic!

Model United Nations
On Saturday 16th March 2013, a group
of 4th, 5th and 6th formers travelled to
Queens College, Taunton to take part in
a Model United Nations day.
On arrival we listened to a speech from
the head of MUN UK, who gave some
great tips for the day ahead as well as
an inspirational story of him meeting
his wife at a similar day, the Fifth Form
boys’ ears subsequently pricked up.

Finally, we all assembled in our
countries as the general committee,
where prizes were given out, resolutions
were decided and the day was drawn to
a close.
The day was well worth attending
and all pupils involved got something
positive from the event.
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Throughout the course of the day pupils
got to experience role play, which was
very interesting as they got to know
how the people in each type of situation
dealt with different questions. The
roles ranged from the chief executive
to the cotton pickers who pick the
cotton to make the clothes for the chief
executives to then sell.
Furthermore, pupils watched videos
with life-changing stories giving them
ideas on how they could help just a little
bit by buying Fairtrade products; they
could see that it doesn’t have to be a
big change, just a change in ‘buying’
attitude.
After the group had looked at all the
problems and how to solve them, they
then looked at different types of events
that they could do to raise awareness
about Fairtrade. Some examples were
the ‘Justin Bieber’ type of event - looks
good but doesn’t do much, or the
‘cherry tree’ type which is a small event
but grabs people’s attention or finally
the ‘elephant’ - the huge event that
raises a lot of attention and gets people
involved.

In February pupils from the World AIMS
group took part in a Fairtrade Leader’s
Course, held by Laura Cook.

Ailis Prowse in form 5 took part in the
event “In my group there were six of
us and we decided to do a ‘cherry tree’
event; we are planning to do a fair-trade
cake sale at this year’s sports day with
fair-trade facts which will help raise
awareness of people affected when
fair trade is not used. This was a great
course to be a part of and it changed
my opinion of a lot of problems
that people face, it was an amazing
experience.”

During the course pupils learnt about
different scenarios affecting people in
the world, for example the slave trade,
in which a big number of children have
been forced into work because they
have to feed their families. Cotton

Will Collins, a lower 6th pupil said
“The course is designed to teach
young people the skills involved with
organising events based around World
AIMS topics such as fair trade and
Christian Aid. The theme of this year’s

Fairtrade and the
Fairtrade Leader’s Course

We then moved on to our various
different committees, where we
debated many different resolutions.
The committees consisted of Security,
Health, Disarmament, Human Rights,
Middle East, Political, Economic and
Social; with two different debates had
in each. We took four countries with us,
Zimbabwe, Iraq, Italy and India. Each
country consisted of 6 delegates (or
pupils in our case) where we listened

farmers, for example, preferred using
child workers because their hands are
small enough to pick the cotton out of
the plant and they don’t have to pay
them much money.

Fairtrade at Shebbear College has
continued to thrive. We still hold our
‘Fairtrade School’ status and are very
proactive towards this cause.

waste and the World AIMS team has
worked with the Bursar and the kitchens
to try to improve the waste that the
school produces. New steps have
been taken and more items are being
recycled and reused. One particular
achievement is the plastic cups used
in the dining hall. These are no longer
being thrown away, but recycled which
is something we have been keen to do
for a long time.

Jubilee Debt Campaign

course was world hunger, and the
benefits of using fair trading systems.
Laura began by describing the people
involved in the trade system, how
much money they earned and spent
and asked us to discuss who was to
blame for unfair prices. Most blamed
the executives and businessmen of
the companies who set the prices
but everyone decided that we, the
consumers, are partly to blame for our
buying choices. After lunch, we started
work in groups on our own events to
raise awareness and money for fairtrade
and world hunger.”

Fairtrade Fashion Show
On Friday the 8th March we hosted our
second Fairtrade fashion show. The
first thing that we did was look at the
different clothes from shops around
the West Devon area. The shops we
received clothes from were People Tree,
Chandni Chowk and Nomads. People
Tree were the main donators, they were
able to donate enough clothes for two
runways. Our best seller was People
Tree, their clothes were very young and
fashionable.
In the lead up to the show we had to
organise the clothes to be ordered and

delivered on time and ensure that we
had the correct sizes. The thing we
found most difficult was getting the
sizes right on the men; the girls were
easier to get clothes for.
We not only had clothes from Fairtrade
clothing ranges, we also had clothes
handmade or recycled by pupils in the
school, which added to the show, and
it showed everyone the talent we had
within the school.
We also made some decorative chairs;
we took two old chairs, and dismantled
them and then we spray-painted the
frames. After that, we took the cushions
and made homemade patchwork
covers out of old clothes. These were
auctioned and made £100!
The actual night was a huge success;
we had over two hours of runways
and acoustic music from pupils and
we raised a total of £690, which was
donated to Christian Aid.

Eco-Schools
After receiving our Green Flag last year
we have continued to work on all areas
of the Eco-Schools’ programme.
We have particularly been looking into
other renewable energy sources and
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Emma created a very striking display
along the school’s main corridor to
inform people and raise awareness to
the campaign. Jubilee Debt Campaign
is a campaign that looks into cancelling
world debts, and making debt
repayments more manageable for
poorer countries. Our focus has been
on raising awareness for the campaign,
and in September we plan on continuing
the campaign, hopefully with new
members and a renewed energy.

Christian Aid Week
Due to Mrs Cardoo talking part in an
event for Christian Aid this summer,
which saw her cycle from London to
Paris, this particular organisation has
been quite prominent in the pupils’
minds over the year. We have held
several charity events to raise money for
Christian Aid and the week gave us the
opportunity to raise awareness about
the good work that they do. The AIMS
group led all the chapels that week and
shared information about the charity
and the fantastic work that they do.

Enough Food For Everyone, If
The whole school participated in the If
campaign by creating their messages
on paper plates. These ranged from
messages about not wasting food,
to transparency and honesty in
International trading laws. The pupils
worked really hard on their plates,
making their messages important and
poignant.
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World Aims
World AIMS Weekend

After completing the plates the Senior
pupils also created a video message to
send to the G8. A selection of pupils
from forms 1-3 also took part in an
animation workshop that was based
around the four key ‘If’ issues and they
also produced some short animation
films for the cause.

The World AIMS Weekend 2012 was
held in Somerset in the beautiful
Mendips region this year. 47 young
people aged 16-18 came together to
explore global issues, have fun and
make links across the 14 Methodist
schools. Students from Harrogate
down to Truro got to hear some
powerful messages from organisations
such as the Environmental Justice
Foundation (EJF), the Methodist Relief
and Development Fund (MRDF), Jubilee
Debt Campaign and People & Planet.
The main message of the weekend was
that we can take action for a just world
in ways other than just fundraising.
Schools are all taking actions back
with them to make a difference in their
communities and a difference to the
wider world.
On the 5th October, Mrs Lovett, Chloe
Aveyard, Emma Dixon and Catherine
Kotarski travelled to Weston-superMare, to meet up with other Methodist
schools across the UK involved with
AIMS.
We began our weekend after all the
schools were split into different groups.
Our group ‘B’ consisted of four other
Methodist schools and ourselves. We
started off by playing a ‘plastic bag
ball game’, in which we theoretically
combatted poverty, by removing causes
noted on paper which were attached to
the ball, after every goal. The game was
also interrupted, every so often, with
scenarios that we would hypothetically
come across if we were to be living in
an area suffering from poverty. It gave
us all an insight into the devastating
effects poverty has on over 3 billion
people in the world.
After our competitive match we were
challenged to make our own plastic ball
bags, with the guide of a female African,
whom we had watched prepare one
beforehand. This task was not as easy
as it looked, even though the materials
we used were clean and practically
brand new, unlike the people who make
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this for their own amusement or to
make a living.
The next day we attended two
conferences held by ‘People and The
Planet’ charity and ‘The Environmental
Justice Foundation’. We were made
more aware of the issues faced by those
in poverty and suffering after natural
disasters, and about their human
rights. We were also able to exchange
our knowledge of products such as
Fairtrade, what it means and how it
makes such a difference.
The following lunchtime we went caving
in the Mendip Hills, this being incredible
fun and a chance for a break outdoors
and to enjoy our natural environment.
After our break we returned to the
site to construct a piece of art to be
displayed in Nepal, when Laura Cook
with Methodist Relief and Development
Fund (MRDF) travel there in order to
re-unite themselves with women for
whom they provide medical treatment
and support.
Shebbear designed a square with a
message for the women in Nepal, many
of whom suffer problems resulting
from earlier trauma and poverty, as well
medical impairments. Our pieces of art
and those created by the other schools,
were all tied together to produce a large
wall hanging mural. We feel we played
a small role in imparting a message of
support.
On our last day we attended another
conference, which was held by the
Jubilee Debt Campaign, it highlighted
the debts caused by multinational
corporations on workers in factories
and debts inflicted on some less
economically developed countries
by the more economically developed
countries.

we had to present our ideas on the way
in which we intend to make a difference
in our school, from what we had learnt
that weekend. We had a lot to say
and hope that everyone can involve
themselves in these ideas at AIMS.
Looking forward to your cooperation!

Uganda Expedition
This year’s Uganda expedition was
enriching for both students visiting
Uganda from Shebbear College and
also for the schools and charity
organisations that we visited. The
team consisted of Mrs Fran Lovett, Mr
Jamie Sanders, Mr Arron Steel (staff)
and Chloe Aveyard, Emma Dixon, Lydia
Scambler, Georgie Cox, William Collins,
Brett Light and Daniel Lee.

We all split off into groups representing
the different bodies/members involved
in an identical situation in Uzbekistan. It
turned into an interesting debate but a
shocking reality.

It was lovely to return to Bbira School
with whom we have been partners
since 2008. We have now established
relationships with two other schools:
Mengo Primary and Katosi Primary. In
addition to this we will be utilising the
expertise of Gayaza High School for
Girls (Uganda’s equivalent to Eton) to
create a website portal where our school
community can share ideas with all our
partner schools in Uganda.

Before we left the site to travel home,

The students were immersed fully

Shining a light on achievements during the school year

in Ugandan culture, they spent over
a week working specifically with
organisations that support the rural,
poorer communities; teaching them
valuable life skills.
One memorable experience for our
students was our visit to Kira Farm, a
residential vocational college. Here we
met young Ugandans who have had a
difficult start in life who shared their
experiences with us and taught us
much about how privileged we are.
I should have known it, but taking
Mr Sanders with me meant that a trip
to a rugby club would be inevitable!
Mr Sanders and Mr Steel ended up
coaching at the Nile Rugby Club, which
has opened up a new dimension to
forthcoming trips.

VAD
We spent three days working with
VAD, which stands for Voluntary
Action for Development, a charity set
up to improve the lives of the most
disadvantaged people living outside of
Kampala.
On the first day we took part in building
some of the smaller projects, such as
dish-racks made from bamboo and
soaked banana leaves for rope and
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tippy-taps which are hygienic while
being cheap and simple to make.
There were several people from nearby
villages learning alongside us so that
more people could benefit. We returned
to a nearby house for lunch, which
consisted of rice, sweet potatoes, beef,
cabbage and matoki: made of boiled
bananas.
On Tuesday we worked in two groups,
one mixing cement and laying bricks
to make the foundations of a pit latrine
for an elderly woman who lived on
her own in a remote area, while the
other group built the brick mould
for a rain harvester. After lunch the
groups swapped projects. The latrine
foundations had been finalised during
lunch, so the new bricklayers started
work on the walls and the others built
the water jar over the brick mould using
cement and wires.
On our final day, we saw one of
the larger projects under way: the
construction of a shallow well to replace
the current water source which was
nothing more than a dangerous, muddy
river polluted with oil and sewage. We
joined the builders in mixing cement
and laying the last layers of interlocking
blocks.

Katosi Primary
KWDT took us to Katosi Primary, the
local and extremely impoverished
Church of Uganda School, to show us
some of the improvements they had
made. One was a water tank which held
6,500 litres of rainwater, providing
safe water for over a hundred pupils.
Another was a bio-sand water filter that
could remove pathogens and dissolved
solids from around 500 litres of water.
KWDT encouraged the school to use
ash as a mild soap as there was often
nothing better to use and insisted that
every child should have a mosquito
net, an essential item for anyone in
Uganda, especially those living near
Lake Victoria.
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Bbira Primary School
The school that Shebbear College
have the strongest partnership with in
Uganda, is undoubtedly Bbira primary
school. The school accommodates
around 1000 pupils, many of whom
walk miles to get to school each day,
barefoot along dangerous roads.
Regardless of these hardships, each and
every student comes into school with a
smile on their face, ready to learn.
We visited a pupil’s home while we were
at Bbira. Christine is an orphan who is
HIV positive. She lives with her aunt and
her three children in a one bedroom
house with basic amenities. She has an
eight mile walk to school each day and
can’t afford a uniform, shoes or school
dinners. Christine’s story is a very
typical one and it inspired us to provide
her with a uniform, shoes and a school
lunch for a year.
At Bbira we were made to feel part of
the family and community that exists
there, through getting involved in the
numerous activities and lessons that
the school provide. We were welcomed
to the school community through
traditional song and dance, performed
by the students. This welcome even
extended to us playing a friendly
football and netball match against the
staff and students of the school.
Not only did we donate books, sports
kit and other essential items to the
school, we also took them shopping
with a sizable budget, to buy the things
they need most for the school. Whilst
at Bbira, we each taught lessons in
the classes there, many of which had
around 80 – 100 students, and even
with these new donations, the classes
still lacked the basic necessities such as
pens and exercise books.

Katosi Women Development
Trust (KWDT)
Whilst in Uganda, we spent 2 days
working with the Katosi Women
Development Trust or KWDT for
short, which is a Non Governmental
Organization working with rural women
in the Mukono district of Uganda. The
organization aims to empower women
and improve the quality of not only their
family’s lives, but the lives of those in
the community.
Shebbear has worked with KWDT since
they were only a small organization,
and over the years they have grown
rapidly in size. The organization began
in Katosi, providing women with cows,
which gave them a source of income.
This has spread throughout the villages
in the Mukono district and has rapidly
improved the lives of the women
there. In Katosi they have now begun
producing butter and yoghurt, which
is sold in their shop alongside the milk
produced by the cows.
This organization has enabled the
women in the area to better themselves,
and has allowed the women to educate
their children, and even send them to
university.
Not only does KWDT offer a
sustainable income and entrepreneurial
empowerment for the women in the area,
it also provides health and sanitation
information. This includes programs to
find safe and sustainable water supplies
and information on HIV/AIDS, which is a
huge issue in the Katosi area.
The Katosi Women’s Development trust
is not just impacting the lives of the
women involved, but the community
as a whole. It offers the community
opportunities for development, not
only in sanitation, education and
sustainability, but in equality.

Mengo Primary

Kira Farm

We had been in Uganda for only 6 hours
before moving on to our first school,
which was Mengo Primary school,
situated in the busy city of Kampala. As
we entered to school we were greeted
by the Deputy Headmistress, who
showed us around the school.
The first thing we all noticed was how
smart each and every child was, each
child had a uniform and a pair of shoes,
all the children looked happy and
healthy, even though we were aware
that some of them had aids or HIV.

Kira Farm was the last stop before we
moved onto Jinja. Kira Farm is a college
for 18 - 25 year olds, which teaches
them new trades such as sewing for the
girls and carpentry for the boys.

As the deputy headmistress showed
us around the campus we all noticed
how colourful and full the classrooms
were, each classroom had paintings
and art work on the walls, what made it
more amazing was the fact the classes
consisted of over 100 children in nearly
every classroom. Even with these big
numbers the children and the teachers
still made learning enjoyable and fun.
From our tour we then were able to
meet the children properly and we told
them about England and introduced
ourselves.
On the second day we went in to see
that there were little stalls set up on the
lawn where we were informed that it
was craft day and that they wanted to
show us how to make things such as
jewellery out of paper and mats out of
dried banana leaves. It was amazing to
see how they make so many different
things out of their surroundings.
Mengo is also a boarding school, home
to around 100 boarders. As we looked
around the boarding houses it was clear
that not every child had a mosquito net
and in one room there were around 70
pupils. Triple bunk beds were used to
house more children, but the fact that
not every child had a mosquito net
proved a big issue to us, as malaria is a
major problem in Uganda.
We were all very touched by the
kindness and the welcome that we
received from everyone at the school.

We arrived at Kira farm and were greeted
by Mary; like many of the staff Mary is
a former trainee of Kira Farm. We were
then taken on a tour of the campus and
shown all the different areas.
We were first shown the devotion hall,
which also doubles up as the dining
hall (devotion is like chapel). Devotion
happens twice a day, in the morning
before the day starts and at night
before everyone goes to bed.
We then went down to the farm yard
where we were shown the animals that
Kira keeps, which included cows, goats,
chickens and dogs.
From here, we went on to see the
boarding houses. Each room had a
personal touch whether that be a cross
above the bed or just a picture; it was
nice to see that they did think it was a
home away from home.
The workshops are big barn type
buildings. These are where the trainees
work, girls practise their sowing, and
boys work on carpentry. The Shebbear
boys spent several sessions in the
carpentry workshop where they had a
go at some carpentry, whilst the girls
got to work on the sewing machines.
The girls were very keen to show us the
items of clothing they had made; some
had made skirts whilst others were
practising making men’s shirts. Whilst
we were working on the machines some
of the girls shared their stories with
us. All the trainees at Kira come from
difficult backgrounds whether that be
war or they are HIV orphans. One girl
called Josephine told us about how she
had come to Kira because she had a
daughter, she was 18 and was a former
escort. She told us how thanks to Kira
she could now offer her daughter a
better life.
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As our time at Kira went on we learnt
that a lot of the trainees had children or
had been married at a young age. Even
though It was heart breaking thinking
about the lives that these people had
been through, it was amazing to see
what Kira was doing. Thanks to Kira
these people could now have another
chance at life and start again.
On the last night we held a barbecue
for all the trainees and staff at Kira,
and in true Kira fashion the goat was
slaughtered on the farm.
After the barbecue we then had a camp
fire where a few of the trainees came
and told us their stories about how they
came to Kira. One girl told us about
how she had come from a war in the
north, her home was destroyed and
half her family were killed, so her and
her remaining family had no choice
but to leave their home and move into
a government camp. It was from there
she heard about Kira, so she then
travelled down and started her training
at Kira.
Another girl, Prussia, told us how she
had been a child soldier under Koni for
7 years. She was taken from her home
by soldiers and was made to watch her
parents be killed before being taken off.
She told us how she lived in the jungle
for 5 years and was made to kill people.
After 5 years of being used as a child
soldier, she and the other children were
rescued by the Ugandan army.
When she first arrived at Kira Farm
Prussia found it very hard to interact
with others; she wouldn’t talk to anyone
because she didn’t know how to interact
with other teenagers. She also wouldn’t
sleep in the boarding houses, she slept
in a tree, because it was where she felt
most safe. It took 6 months before she
finally settled in properly and would
interact with the other trainees fully.
All in all this was an amazing, lifechanging experience for all involved
and it was a real pleasure to lead this
hardworking team.
F. Lovett
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Astronomy

The Duke of Edinburgh’s
Award
Last year saw our largest intake of
pupils, 28 Bronze pupils from Forms 4
and 5.
Some of them selected more unusual
activities in the skills section, such as
dressmaking and rifle shooting; and
in the physical section, skateboarding,
badminton and aerobics. They
volunteered to help with clubs in the
Junior School, and with helping pupils in
the Learning Support Department with
reading and fine motor skills exercises.

That is why at this
moment in time
just one pupil has
completed their
Bronze Award;
Sophie Alvsaker
(left) who has
since emigrated to
Australia. Robert
Rushton-Taylor (below) also completed
his Silver Award in July.

The course was offered as an ‘out of
interest’ course that would follow the
Edexcel specification with the option of
sitting the exam at the end. It was very
gratifying to see that of the initial 15
pupils, 13 chose to undertake two pieces
of controlled assessment work and sit a 2
hour exam to gain an extra GCSE.
The results were also very pleasing
indeed with 1 A, 5B’s, 2C’s, 2D’s and
3E’s. This is especially good when you
consider the time constraints we were
working with. These pupils had a 45
minute session a week and sometimes
that was lost through games, matches,
and house events, so to achieve
the grades they did shows a real
determination and dedication.

In the summer holiday a new group
of 6th Formers completed their Gold
practice expedition on Exmoor.
Many volunteered to help with outside
organisations, and two pupils organised
a Pick ‘n’ Mix fundraising evening which
raised the tremendous sum of £250 for
The Alzheimer’s Society.

This summer saw the first siting of
the GCSE astronomy exam. Two years
ago 15 pupils from the 3rd and 4th
Form chose to study Astronomy as
an after school activity. This was an
experimental idea (although they did
not know this at the time) to see how
it would fare as a subject. The course
itself builds on the understanding
gained during GCSE physics lessons,
but takes the subject to much greater
breadth and depth, some material we
covered crops up in the GCE A2 Unit 5
section on Astrophysics!

My thanks go to Mr Clewley, Mrs
Franklin and Mr Akers without whom
the Award could not happen.

Following a training programme, and a
practice on Dartmoor, the Bronze pupils
completed a two day expedition in the
New Forest; for some the walking was
easy but for others it was challenging,
even more so was completing the
project associated with the expedition.
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Amongst those grades were also 4
pupils who were only in Form 4 so
they deserve extra praise. This does
now mean that the gauntlet has been
cast down for the new cohort of
astronomers.

Inter-House Competition
For the first time in half a decade a
different house has won the Colpus
Cup – Way were victorious. In an
exceptionally tight competition Ruddle
were beaten by a margin of ten points,
with Thorne finishing third.
The year had started with the Chapel
Relay and it was perhaps Way’s
performance, particularly by the House
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Staff, in the House University Challenge
Quiz that laid the foundation for Way’s
victory. Ruddle produced a stellar team
performance at Sports Day with many
excellent individual contributions.

played in excellent spirit. The semifinals took a more serious turn with
mother and son pairing Ruth and Henry
Cornish beating boarding pupils Max
Frericks and Arsen Dzhadrinov 3-0.

Overall, it was a very competitive and
closely fought House Competition and
we look forward to the same next year!

The other semi-final was also quite onesided with Humanities teacher Steve
Jeggo and Alessandro Aliberti beating
Oscar Baker and his father 3-0.

Bob Meets The Lions

Last year’s runners up Henry and Ruth
proved too strong this year and also
won their final convincingly (semifinalists pictured below).

Bob Barnes met
the Lions team
at Brisbane
airport. He was
on the same
flight ahead of
their first test
against ‘The
Wallabies’, which of course the Lions
won. Of special interest was Tom Croft
from England, who played blindside
flanker (Bob’s former position) for the
Lions.

Generation Tennis
Tournament
The 7th annual Shebbear College
Generation Tennis Tournament was
played in brilliant sunshine for the first
time in years!
The standard of tennis was varied to
say the least, but the pool rounds were

Gig Rowing
5th and 6th Form students have the
opportunity to try a different sporting
activity – gig rowing. They take to
the oars under the watchful eye of
rugby coach Mr Jamie Sanders. This
sporting activity allows the pupils
to learn key skills and develop a
strong understanding of the need for
teamwork.
The college has formed a link with Bude
Pilot Gig Club and pupils who have
chosen rowing also enjoy membership
of Bude Gig Club for the year and are
invited to take part in regattas all round
the South West, including the infamous
World Championships on the Isles of
Scilly. Training is based at the Upper

Tamar Lake, which is just outside of
Bude. This allows us to row in a safe
and scenic environment, even when
conditions do not allow rowing at sea.
The Cornish pilot gig is a six-oared
rowing boat, built of Cornish narrow
leaf elm, 9.8 m long with a beam of
nearly 5 feet. Although recognised as
one of the first shore-based lifeboats,
the original purpose of the Cornish pilot
gig was as a general work boat, often
used for taking pilots out to incoming
vessels. Today, pilot gigs are used
primarily for sport, with around 100
clubs across the globe.

London to Paris Cycle Ride
Mathematics teacher Claire Cardoo didn’t
have a relaxing start to the summer
holidays as she embarked on a charity
bike ride from London to Paris, over
300 miles in total, enduring heat of up
to thirty six degrees. Claire was part of
a 132 strong team who were all raising
money for their favoured charities. Claire
chose Christian Aid as her charity, a
cause also supported by the college, as it
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aims to eradicate poverty and starvation
in all parts of the world.
Independent UK SchoolThe group
cycled between 70 – 80 miles a day and
the final day saw a 262 strong pack of
cyclists make their way up the Champs
Elysees and round to the Eiffel Tower to
finish. ‘We were also in time to see the
Tour de France come into Paris which
was a great reward after four days
cycling and countless hours of training,
I can’t imagine having more fun whilst
raising money for such a brilliant
cause’, said Claire after the finish.

visiting ‘In Stitches’, a Bideford based embroidery company, KCS Print and Fourway
Print in Launceston, where the pupils ‘signed-off’ the school’s Summer Newsletter
for printing.
Last term the college hosted fashion
shows and spring fetes to help Claire
with her fundraising and she has raised
well in excess of £1500 to date.

Work Experience
Senior School pupils undertook a
variety of work experience placements
towards the end of the Summer
Term. Some joined local businesses
and organisations such as golf clubs,
surgeries, council offices, schools,
theatres, architects and farming
supplies companies to name just a few,
whilst others have been experiencing
departments within the college.
Pupils Belén Montabes, Cecily Hung,
Nerea Gómez, Inés Gálvez and Tom
Carter, along with gap year student
Eszter Égetõ, learned about media
and advertising within the school’s
marketing department. They were
involved in commercial meetings with
media buyers and editors as well as

Shining a light on achievements during the school year
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Activities in Brittany
During activities week, 31 pupils from
Form 2 accompanied by 6 members
of staff went to Le Ty Nadan in the
South of Brittany. During their trip
they took part in numerous exciting
activities such as archery, badminton,
table-tennis, canoeing, high ropes, zip
wires, paintballing, swimming and water
slides.

Thanks to Generous Friends

The trip was a great success which
wouldn’t have been possible without
the hard work and devotion of Mrs
Aliberti, the trip organiser.

During this school year the Friends
of Shebbear College have generously
purchased and given some superb
equipment to the college. This includes
Physics data logging equipment, laptops
for Learning Support and camping
equipment for use in challenges such as
the Duke of Edinburgh’s Award.
Thank you to the Friends of Shebbear
College.
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Helping Farms for City
Children
In April we presented a cheque for
£1000 to ‘War Horse’ author Michael
Morpurgo for his Farms for City
Children charity. The funds were raised
at the wonderful Michaelmas Ball held
in September 2012, organised by the
Friends of Shebbear College and the
OSA. The author took time to talk to the
children and signed copies of his books
that they had brought with them.

Glasgow Rangers Trip
Charles Green invited some of our
most talented footballers to attend
the Rangers’ Youth Academy for a
week to experience life as professional
footballers.

Next, in March, we welcomed Mad Dog
McRea who again had the audience
up and dancing to their rousing blend
of traditional and contemporary Irish
music. Their set included stomping
covers of ‘Whisky in the Jar’, ‘The
Devil Went Down to Georgia’ and a
very well received version of ‘The Bear
Necessities’.
Support acts for the second concert
were 5th Form pupils Catherine Kotarski
and Emma Dixon with their beautiful
acoustic vocal harmonies, and singersongwriter Jenna, who performed a mix
of her own songs and covers, including
a superb version of Janis Joplin’s
‘Mercedes Benz’.

Bob Barnes, Nick Law, Mike Furber and
Andy Bryan accompanied the four boys;
Joe Furber, Harry Landymore, Reece
Stanbury and Leonel Nordmann on
what proved to be a most enjoyable and
worthwhile experience. They enjoyed
a personal tour of Ibrox Stadium, got
involved in training and were given
tickets to a title-deciding reserve match.

6th Form Rocks!
Two superb concerts were organised
by The Bursar, Bradley Horn, for 5th
and 6th Form pupils and visitors. In
November, Kent-based band Hobo
Jones & The Junkyard Dogs gave a
loud, lively and colourful performance
with their unique blend of skiffle/punk
and rock ‘n’ roll mixed with plenty of
laughs. They soon had the audience on
the dancefloor.

Shining a light on achievements during the school year
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from both clubs at which they played.
The highlights of their defeats were the
50 scored by Reece Stanbury and the
4 wickets taken by brother, Carl, in the
second game, which saw the boys lose
by just 3 wickets.

Buckfast Abbey

Caribbean Sports Tour

In June, Form 1 pupils (above) enjoyed
a trip to Buckfast Abbey as part of their
History and Religious Studies.

Living Art
In January a group of Junior School
pupils created ‘Living Art’ sculptures
using natural materials. The finished
pieces were hung in trees around the
campus producing a perfect balance
between nature and art.

Our 3rd tour to the Caribbean, this time
taking in St. Lucia as well as Barbados,
was about so much more than just the
sport. The fact that we came away with
a 50% win record was a credit to the 26
pupils who represented the college in
netball, cricket and football.
Temperatures of more than 30o was a
bit of a shock for some, but we soon
adapted and enjoyed the beautiful, lush
scenery that the island has to offer. The
hotel pool also provided welcome relief.
Our trip to the active volcano to bathe in
the natural hot mud pools was certainly
the highlight of our stay.
The girls got off to a great start with
two impressive wins against local
schools, the second match proving to
be a particularly feisty encounter with
some pretty harsh physical play.
The boys, playing cricket in unfamiliar
conditions, found the going tough, but
were made to feel welcome by players

Barbados provided the backdrop for
the second half of the tour. The girls
lost their first match by a single goal
and the U15 boys football team, after
a promising first half, saw their chance
of a victory slip away in the second
half. However, the U13s did manage to
secure the first win of the tour in a close
match which ended in a 3-2 win, with 2
goals coming from Patrick Faulkner.
The girls were well beaten in their
final match, but the boys finished on
a high with two excellent victories at
the Empire Club against some worthy
opposition.
The island tour, orchestrated brilliantly
by our favourite bus driver, Sheldon,
provided a catamaran cruise, swimming
with turtles and exploring the coral reef.
There were others, such as the trip
to Oistins where we could eat freshly
caught fish, shop for souvenirs and
dance on stage (the rest of the group,
not me!) and the disco in a local
bar after our final night dinner and
presentations, where it was great to
see our pupils (not for the first time)
interacting with the locals in a positive
way.
Overall, it was a great trip, made so by
parents and staff, but more importantly
by the boys and girls whose behaviour
throughout was impeccable.
The tour inspired the introduction of
a new sport at Shebbear – Bajan Road
Tennis. Having witnessed the game
being played all over the island, a
road tennis court was marked out for
students’ use at break times.

Junior School ‘Bikeability’ - May 2013

86

Originating in the 1930’s, road tennis
was played by locals who marked out
courts in the middle of the road using
a length of wood for a net and plywood
for bats.

Barbados & St. Lucia
Sports Tour 2013
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Senior School Production
Sweeney Todd - The Shock ‘n’ Roll Show
This year’s production saw our young
players in the heart of 19th century
London. There, two emporia engaged
in an unholy alliance. Were we to see
justice “meted” out? Or were Sweeney
Todd and Mrs Lovett, such vile vicious
Victorians, to be victorious in their
nefarious vocations? Sweeney Todd
was a musical adaptation of the “penny
dreadful” story about a fictitious Fleet
Street barber.
Our hero, or should I say villain, was
Nour Gobara, and his pie-making
accomplice, Wilhemina Lovett (Ella
Thomas) were excellent in their
portrayal of mentally-warped sociopaths.
In the pie shop Antonia Alberti played
Angelo, the over-worked, over-abused
and under-paid assistant. Into this pastry
mix of misdeeds strolled a number
of innocent bystanders who were
polished off for pie-filling by our wicked
entrepreneurs.

a barber’s apprentice, who unwittingly
fell in with the barber’s barbarous
plans.
As the bodies piled up and the pies were
filled, the Metropolitan Police Force in the
form of Jake Whittaker grew suspicious,
but were no match for the sleuthing skills
of Tobias, Foozle and Tommy.

With a swashbuckling swagger, seeking
out the pleasurable fleshpots of the
town, two sailors horn-piped into
the Fleet Street barber’s shop: Billy,
a Jolly Jack Tar (Tom Whitmarsh) and
his shipmate Tommy (Isaac Allsop).
And finally to spice up the plot, Oliver
Crowhurst played Tobias Stoutheart, a
poor orphan seeking employment as
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Everyone lived happily ever after and
joined in a final patriotic chorus of
‘Queen and Empire’ and an encore of
‘Pies’.
Other parts were played as follows:
Sirichai Crawford played Gilbert, an
ageing gin addict who spoke total and
utter incomprehensible gibberish.
Jed Foster, the smallest and most
enthusiastic member of the cast, was
squeezed into a pie machine (and
was only let out at the end of the
production)!

Just to add to the reality of a truly
Victorian London, the scene shifted to a
Gin Palace chaotically and riotously run
by Beaujolais Pickle, played by Nadia
Blaskiewicz and Grovel (Pip Mahoney)
where everyone sang of the virtues and
curative properties of gin!
A typical night of indulgence, which
would have made Shebbear’s Methodist
forefathers spin in their tombs, saw so
many loyal toasts that that it was not
surprising to see the Sovereign darken
the door of this disturbingly, distinctive,
diabolical, drinking den.

On to the stage ambled the amazing
Alonzo, a sorcerer par excellence,
played by William Balkwill-Western,
and disably assisted by Foozle his
incompetent apprentice (Matilda Cage),
and Orlando (Merryn Alderson) his
faithful hound.

despatched to the asylum for life.

Queen Victoria (Jenny Martin/Alice
Pringle) and her loyal Caledonian
attendant, Max Warren, entered the
establishment for refreshment after
a royal walkabout that had been
suggested to her by the “Dreadful Mr
Gladstone”. The plot thickened further
as we were transported to the lunatic
asylum of Napoleon Bedlam (Pip
Mahoney and Lauren Johns) where the
lunatics, singing about their mental
maladies, were truly revolting and took
over the asylum.
Finally, Sweeney Todd, after coldbloodedly shooting Mrs Lovett, was
arrested, then pardoned by HRH, and

Lucy Nadin played a pickpocket and a
chorus of citizens, ghosts and lunatics
were played by: Katie Harris, Elizabeth
Hutchinson, Willow Bowden, Lachlan
Young, Tara Toomey, Amy Honey,
Heather Mathews, Cameron Mills, Nerea
Gomez, Juliette Briend, Holly NanceKivell, Carla Fernandez and Ella Hughes.
The music was supplied by Mrs Goode
on the pianoforte, Mrs Parker at the
keyboard, Master Ben Parker playing
guitar and saxophone and Mr Parker on
the flute.
The set was designed by Mr Barlow RA
and sound and lighting was operated by
Mrs Vassilaki and Mr Trask.
Miss O’Shaughnessy did the prompts,
the stage manager was Cameron
Burnett, the wardrobe was overseen by
Mrs Franklin, make up was provided by
Mrs Quirk and the refreshments were
supplied by Mrs Aliberti, Mr Sanders
and the Fairtrade team.
The production team consisted of Mr
Burnett, Miss O’Shaughnessy and Mrs
Vassilaki.
It was a wonderful, happy production
which saw the essence of Shebbear
flourish in a spirit of joyful co-operation.

Shining a light on achievements during the school year
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Ten Tors 2013
Our 35 Mile team comprising Seb
Sanders (Captain), Ross Bennett
(Navigator), Lucy Taylor, Olivia Hill,
Matt Hill, James Hibben successfully
completed the 35 mile Ten Tors
challenge on the weekend of 11th and
12th May.
Leaving from Okehampton Army Camp
on Saturday morning, the complete
team crossed the finishing line back at
the camp around 1.30pm on Sunday.
Supported by staff members Mrs
Bearpark and Mr Kingsland, the team
had been on 12 training days and 3
campouts during their training over the
last few months.
All of the training walks took place
on Dartmoor. On the first few walks
they focussed on navigational skills,
and gradually the lengths of the walks
increased and the demands of the day
changed to include fighting the weather
and careful route selection. They also
had to avoid turbulent river crossings
and marshy bogs. At the end if the
training the team of six were selected to
represent the school at the actual event.
The weather for the weekend of the
event was awful. The tents collapsed
on the night before the start so the
team had poor sleep, but lots of
giggles. After a hearty power breakfast,
provided by Mr Kingsland, they set off
in the fog, quickly becoming invisible to
the watching crowds.
Their walk was tough and there was a
long detour to avoid a dangerous river
crossing so they came in later than they
had expected, only to find that due to
the adverse conditions, the greatest
number of teams had dropped out
during the event than ever before.
Not our team though! We came in
second within our group of sixteen, all
fit and healthy and very proud. Many
thanks to the pupils, staff and parents
for all the parts they played in making
this a happy and memorable event for
everyone involved.
E. Bearpark
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Art Gallery

Abby Selwyn - 4th Form

Ellie Bird - 3rd Form

Kerri-Ann Turton - 5th Form

Rebecca Cox - 4th Form

Victor Mihaylov - 5th Form
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Harrison Lee - 5th Form

George Bone - 5th Form

Ailis Prowse - 5th Form

Chloe Aveyard - Lower 6th Form

Saskia Weale - Lower 6th Form

1st Form Art Project

Phoebe Willis-Butcher - 5th Form

William Murch-Seage - 5th Form
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2nd Form Art Project
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Activity Art Project

Alice Pringle - 4th Form

Victor Mihaylov - 5th Form

2nd Form Class Project

Sam Westlake - 5th Form
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Albert Lawrence - 4th Form

Roman Khlus - Lower 6th Form

Waycle Lai - 5th Form

Timothy Kivell - 5th Form

Waycle Lai - 5th Form

3rd Form Art Project

Hebe Wang - 5th Form

Rita Chan - Lower 6th Form
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Waycle Lai - 5th Form
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Hanna Koehler - 4th Form

Sophie Alvsaker - 5th Form

Julio Cheung - 4th Form

Victor Mihaylov - 5th Form

Sam Westlake - 5th Form
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Kia Ho-Lee - 5th Form

Kia Ho-Lee - 5th Form

Ines Galvez - 4th Form

Reece Stanbury - 5th Form

Victor Mihaylov - 5th Form

William Murch-Seage - 5th Form

William Murch-Seage - 5th Form

Sam Westlake - 5th Form
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Olivia Morris - 4th Form
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Belen Montabes - 5th Form

Reece Stanbury - 5th Form

George Bone - 5th Form

Alice Pringle - 4th Form

Christy Hui - Lower 6th Form

98

Christy Hui - Lower 6th Form

Judina McCluskey - 4th Form

Edward Passmore - 5th Form

Timothy Kivell - 5th Form

Roman Khlus - Lower 6th Form

Alan Ng - Lower 6th Form

Sam Westlake - 5th Form

Elisa Mihaylov - Upper 6th Form
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Valete 2013

Jack Alford
Destination:

Gap Year

School Record: Way House Captain
		XV Rugby
		XI Football
		XI Hockey

Harry Chance

Sarah Balsdon

Grace Beal

University:

Exeter

Destination:

Course:		

Economics

Activity:
Netball Coach &
		Boarding Staff,
		
Prior Park, Bath
School Record: Head Girl, 1st 		
		
Hockey, 1st Netball,
		
1st Rounders, Choir

Michael Chapman

Gap Year

Georgina Cox

University:

Marjons

University:

Greenwich

University:

Sussex

Course:		

Media Production

Course:		

Accounting & Finance

Course:		

Law

School Record: XV Rugby, XI Football,
		

Vice Captain Ruddle

School Record: Vice Captain Thorne

School Record: Prefect
		

Thorne House Captain

		Choir
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Richard Dymond

Robert Dunn

Rose Frith

University:

Bath

University:

Oxford Brookes

University:

London Institute, Paris

Course:		

Economics

Course:		

Paramedic Emergency

Course:		

French

School Record: Prefect
		XV Rugby
		
XI Football (Captain)
		
XI Cricket (Captain)

Charlie Kent

		Care

School Record: Prefect
		
House Captain Ruddle
		Choir
		Orchestra

School Record: Head Boy
		
XV Rugby (Captain)

Daniel Lee

University:

Portsmouth

University:

Bath

Course:

Foundation
Computer &
Technology
Engineering

Course:		
Natural
		Sciences
School Record: Prefect,
House Captain Thorne,
XV Rugby, Senior Maths
Team Champion of Devon

Brett Light
University:

Plymouth

Jason Liu
University:

Hong Kong

Course:		
Extended
Course:		
Economics
		Science 		
		& Finance
		Foundation
School Record: Prefect
		Year
School Record: Prefect
		XV Rugby
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Dep House
		Captain
		Pollard
		Choir
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Valete 2013

Lois Luk

Anthony McGeorge

Elisa Mihaylov

University:

Exeter

University:

Western New Mexico

University:

Nottingham Trent

Course:		

Economics

Course:		

Business Administration

Course:		

Architecture

School Record: Way Vice Captain
		Choir

Jackie Poon
Destination:

Gap Year

School Record: Vice Captain Way
		XI Football
		XI Cricket
		
Devon U18 Golf

Matthew Prowse

Rob Rushton-Taylor

University:

Keele

University:

Marjons

Course:		
		

International
Relations & Politics

Course:		

Media Production

School Record: Prefect, House
		Captain Pollard
		
XV Rugby, XI Football
		XI Hockey
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School Record: Prefect

School Record: House Captain
		Ruddle

Vanessa Rothon

Lydia Scambler

Mary-Ann Screech

University:

Plymouth

University:

Plymouth

University:

Gloucestershire

Course:		
		

Building Surveying
and the Environment

Course:		

Law

Course:		
		

Health, Community
& Social Care

School Record: Prefect

School Record: Vice Captain Thorne

Amy Thompson
Destination:

Gap Year

School Record: Prefect
		House Captain
		Ruddle (Boarding)
		Choir

Charlotte Wade
University:

Cardiff

Activity:
Acting
Course:		
Philosophy
		company and 		& Politics
		
work in London School Record: Prefect
School Record: Vice Captain
		House
		Ruddle
		Captain
		Fairtrade
		Way
		Co-ordinator

Joe Warren
University:

Plymouth

Course:		
Sports
		Coaching
School Record: XV Rugby
		XI Football
		XI Cricket
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Oliver Wise
Destination: Apprenticeship
Trade:

Carpentry

School Record: Devon U17
		Chess
		Champion
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Results 2013
A Level Achievements
The A2 results were excellent and nearly all of our Upper
Sixth have gained a place at either their first or second choice
university. Well over a quarter of the grades achieved were A*
or A with 75% of grades being A* to C. Dan Lee capped off an
amazing summer, in which he spent three weeks in Uganda on
the school expedition, by gaining an A* in Maths and A grades
in Chemistry and Biology. In doing so Dan secured his place at
Bath University to read Natural Sciences. Sarah Balsdon is going
to study Economics at Exeter having gained three A grades and
Head Boy Rob Dunn will be able to follow his dream to be a
paramedic by studying at Oxford Brookes University.
Other students studying further afield include Jason Liu whose
A* and three A grades were more than enough for a place at
the University of Hong Kong, Rose Frith who now has to put up
with the ‘hardships’ of living in Paris for the next three years,
and Anthony McGeorge, one of England’s brightest golfing
hopes, who will take up a scholarship at the University of
Western New Mexico.
Other students have opted to enter the workplace, notably
Head Girl Grace Beal who performed with distinction in the
exams despite a serious illness and will now join the teaching
staff of Prior Park School in Bath. Our star performing
department was Maths where out of eleven entrants, four
students gained A* grades and two gained A grades.

GCSE Results
The other key set of exams were the GCSE results with over
40% of all grades achieved being A*and A. Amongst the
many impressive achievements were some truly outstanding
performances particularly from Emilio Aliberti (8 A*s and 6
As), Julian Blaskiewicz (10A*s and 2As), Jack Honey (5A*s and
7As), Tom Hill (6A*s and 5As), and George Daniel (6A*s and
3As). These boys defied the national trend of falling grades
in science by achieving 11A*s and 3As in their respective
science GCSE exams.
Other pupils achieving at least eight A*s and As included
Emily Dunn, sister of Rob, the outgoing Head Boy, Katie
Trask, and county rugby player George Bone. Visitors to the
College are usually taken by the high quality of Art produced
by the students and this was reflected with the exceptional
results scored under the guidance of Ashley Barlow, the Head
of Art. The Art department had 100% pass rate from A* to C
with sixteen out of the nineteen pupils getting an A* or an
A. Three of our new Fourth Form deserve special mention
– Nadia Blaskiewicz, Connie Bromhead, and Will Cox took
their GCSE Maths two years early and all finished with A*. Will
scored 120 out of 120 in his final paper – not bad!
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Old Shebbearians’
Association
radio in Manchester. In the seventies
Piccadilly Radio was required to produce
quite a lot of news and current affairs. I
took charge of that while the DJs made
the stations profits by playing pop
music.
In 1980 I went to London spending
two years as a Lobby Correspondent
with Independent Radio News. Peter
Allen (now of 5 Live) was my editor and
Martha Karney (now World at One) was
my researcher.

President
James Hancock

I married my wife, Frances, during
this time and returned to Piccadilly
Radio in Manchester. In 1987 I joined
Granada TV as their Political Editor.
This was a golden era for the station
as it produced programmes like World
in Action and Brideshead Revisited.
I stayed until 1994 when I briefly
returned to London as a BBC National
Political Correspondent.
Then it was back to Manchester to host
the local BBC radio breakfast show with
Victoria Derbyshire(now 5 Live). My last
full time job was as the BBC’s Political
Editor in the North West.

Shebbear College
Pupil 1962 - 67
2013 has been a very special year
for me. I have had the honour to be
President of the OSA. It was quite a task
following Lester Bird who had done a
great job, typified by the Michaelmas
Ball in the autumn of 2012.
Here is a summary of what I have
been doing since I left Shebbear in
the summer of 1967. A fairly random
choice made in the “careers room”
underneath Staff Common Room to put
Manchester University as my top choice
has had a major effect on my life.
I spent six years there getting a degree
and becoming President of the Student
Union. The latter was in many ways the
most exciting year of my life. At the age
of 22 I was promoting pop concerts,
leading demonstrations and had to
fight for my political life. It also helped
me get my first job.
I was the first employee of commercial

I have been fortunate to have a job
doing the thing I love, reporting politics.
I have interviewed every Prime Minister
from Harold Wilson to David Cameron
and don’t share the common view that
all politicians are dishonest rogues.
I have always kept in touch with
the West Country having a family
house near Plymouth. My devotion to
Plymouth Argyle is as strong as the day
when I annoyed Tom Danby by trying to
get the club to give us a set of strips so
I could start a soccer team at Sheb.
The foundation for all this was the
happy years I spent, first at Buckland
House Preparatory School from 1956-62
and then at Shebbear College 1962-67.
I have enjoyed my recent visits very
much seeing the college campus
improving all the time and facing the
challenges of the 21st century with a
much wider age and gender range than
we had in the sixties.
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I wish the school well under the new
Head Simon Weale whom I have met on
a number of occasions during my year
in office. I also wish the best of luck to
one of my oldest and greatest friends
Michael Tucker as he takes over the
Presidency of the OSA in January.
James Hancock

President:
James Hancock
Hon. Secretary:
Andy Bryan
c/o Shebbear College
Beaworthy
Devon EX21 5HJ
Treasurer:
Chris Blencowe
Bursar’s Office
Pembroke College
Cambridge CB2 1RF
Magazine:
Harry Aspey
Waterside House
87 Tithe Barn Drive
Bray
Berks SL6 2DD
Aspeyhe@aol.com
Magazine:
Andy Bryan
c/o Shebbear College
Beaworthy
Devon EX21 5HJ
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105th Annual
Reunion Dinner
105th Annual Reunion Dinner
More than 80 Old Shebbearians
attended this year’s dinner at the
RAF Club where, as well as being
served an excellent meal, they took
the opportunity to catch up with old
friends.
The President, Lester Bird, spoke of
the success of the various events of
the year, particularly the Michaelmas
Ball in September which saw 350
parents, staff and old Shebbearians
gather under canvas for a splendid
night of music, food and drink. He
then thanked Bob Barnes for his
tremendous service to the college and
there followed the first of numerous
standing ovations for the headmaster.
Bob Barnes then reported on another
very successful year for the college,
both academically and in extracurricular activities and said he was
grateful for the continued support of
the association.
The officers were duly elected and
Mark Creedy, a former President,
was elected to replace the retiring
David Shorney as treasurer of the War
Memorial Trust Fund. Mark thanked
David for his outstanding work over
a number of years in building up the
Fund to its present state.
James Hancock, the incoming
President, and Mike Tucker, Vice
President, spoke briefly of the honour
of being elected and assured those
present that they would do their job
to the best of their ability. James
added his thanks to Lester for his
hard work in organizing such a
successful event and said that he
hoped to be able to continue forging
stronger links between the college
and the association.
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Reunion Dinner
Attendees
President:

James Hancock			

Secretary:

Andy Bryan

Guests:
Bob Barnes (Headmaster)		
Annie Farrell (Deputy Head)
		Fran Lovett				Bradley Horn
		
Rob Dunn (Head Boy)		
Grace Beal (Head Girl)
Arthur Andrews
		
David Verney
		
Roy Knapman
		
Roger Horrell
		
John Ruckes
		
John Milner
		
Michael Johns
		
Norman Venner
		
Chris White
		
Bill Oke
		
Paul Webb
		
Bernard Kneebone
		
Hugh Milner
		
David Pugsley
		
Robert Hooper
		
Mike Heath
		
Patrick Butler
		
Mike Tucker
		
Andrew Cruickshank 		
Andrew Thomas
		
Chris Blencowe
		
Henry Holroyd
		
Richard Corbett-Winder 		
James Hancock
		
Paul Sanders
		
Andrew Friend
		
Mark Creedy
		
Peter Butler
		
Michael Down
		
Simon Birks
		
John Tarvit
		
Lester Bird
		
Ian Bowes
		
Dwayne Heard
		
Rob Bewes
		
James Cook
		
James Marshall
		
Russell Bryan
		
Arron Steel
		
Richard Luxton
		
Chris Brogan
		
Apologies:

1939-1945
1939-1943
1939-1947
1946-1953
1949-1954
1949-1954
1950-1956
1950-1956
1952-1956
1952-1959
1952-1957
1955-1960
1955-1961
1955-1962
1957-1962
1959-1965
1959-1964
1959-1967
1960-1965
1960-1967
1961-1968
1961-1969
1962-1968
1962-1967
1964-1969
1965-1972
1965-1972
1965-1969
1968-1973
1968-1975
1975-1982
1975-1980
1967-1973
1975-1982
1979-1984
1992-1999
1992-1999
1993-1999
1990-1995
1991-2001
1993-1997

abs ill

Richard Johns
Adam Moore
Kieron Bryan
Chris Hale
Oliver Field
Oliver Sinden
Dale Snowdon
Benjamin Welby
Jamie Sanders
Kay Giddy
Dexter Barnes
Greg Barnes
Simeon Welby
Sam Smeddle
Alice Cooper
Rebecca Betambeau
Jenny Spence
Alex Harrod
Sarah Birkett
James Down
Lauren Down
James Chappell
Mimi Ho
Arissa Ames
Emily Cooper
Dennis Cook
Kate Greenslade
Rob Wade
Stefan Duda
Jack Warner
Alex Roffey
Maxime Jacovella
Josef Schmalfus
Hannah Welby
Holly Greenslade
Georgia Hayes
Rebecca Reader
Timmy Ames
James Adams
Lewis Seaton
Frederic Selwyn

		
		
		
		
		
		
		
		
		
		
		
		
		
		
		
		
		
		
		
		
		
		
		
		
		
		
		
		
		
		
		
		
		
		
		
		
		
		
		
		
		

1994-2001
1994-2002
1995-2002
1995-2002
1995-2002
1995-2002
1995-2002
1995-2002
1996-2001
1996-1997
1996-2003
1997-2004
1997-2004
1995-2005
2000-2004
1997-2005
2000-2005
1997-2006
1999-2006
1998-2006
1998-2006
1999-2006
2000-2005
2001-2008
2001-2006
2002-2006
2002-2005
1998-2005
1998-2005
2002-2006
2001-2004
2005-2007
2003-2005
2003-2010
2002-2009
2002-2010
2007-2009
2001-2011
2001-2011
1997-2009
1998-2012

abs. ill

abs.

Nigel Laws, Stuart Roberts, David Shorney, David Richards, Alan Hawken, Tom Danby, Peter Gartrell,
Michael Ibbetson, Robert Thomas, John Ware, Godfrey Shellard, Keith Hall, Bill Warren
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OSA Sport
OSA Rugby 2012
Having struggled to find sufficient
numbers for a 15-a-side OSA rugby
match this year, it was decided to look
again at finding another school’s old
boys’ side to play in 2013 and the
report on the first match between OSA
and West Buckland Old Boys will appear
in next year’s magazine.
In the meantime, we managed to put
together two teams for a 7-a-side match
in December and what a thoroughly
enjoyable 40 minutes it was – though
probably not for those who had to ‘dig
deep’ in the final few minutes on a full
size Tower pitch.
The Exiles once again came out on
top in a match which proved that
most had not forgotten their rugby
skills since leaving Shebbear College
and both Steve Chapman and Jamie
Sanders showed glimpses of their rugby
pedigree in a fast-flowing game.
A good meal, followed by a couple of
drinks afterwards at the Devil’s Stone
Inn, was enjoyed by all and my thanks
go to those who made the effort to
keep the event going.

OSA v 1st XI Cricket 2013
It has been some time since the boys
beat the OSA at cricket and, despite
a good start, which saw last year’s
captain, Jack Hatton, dismissed in the
first over and another eaely wicket, it
was not to be this year either.
Jack’s dad, Phil Hatton, and Marten
Stanbury batted well to set a target
of 184 and unfortunately, the boys
were unable to get close to that score
– all too often throwing away their
wickets with irresponsible shots in the
misguided belief that runs had to be
scored from almost every ball.
Harry Landymore salvaged some pride
with a careful knock and that, together
with his 4 wickets saw him receive the
man-of-the-match award at the end of
a match marred by a nasty injury to
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ex-President, Lester Bird. Probably, the
most disappointing aspect of the injury
was that it meant that Lester was unable
to make it to the pub for post-match
refreshments, but I am glad to report
that Lester had made a full recovery in
time to take part in the OSA Golf Day at
Holsworthy.

OSA Golf Day 2013
The new headmaster, Simon
Weale, joined staff and 20-odd Old
Shebbearians at the fifth OSA annual
golf day held at Holsworthy Golf Club
in August.
For the fourth year out of five the
weather was unkind to the players,
with constant rainfall throughout
most of the day. However, this did
not dampen the Shebbear spirit or,
indeed, lessen the quality of the golf,
with some excellent scores carded.
In third place, with 36 points was
Brian Steer. The recently retired
Head, Bob Barnes was in second place
with 37 points, whilst this year’s
winner was local Old Boy Marten
Stanbury, who scored 38 points off a
handicap of 6. Very impressive!
Marten also won the longest drive on
the eighteenth, with a massive 300yd
drive straight down the middle of the
fairway (how sickening!) and Nigel
Buse won the nearest the pin prize on
the 16th, with a glorious 7 iron to the
centre of the green.
A most enjoyable roast beef meal
followed, when the prizes were
awarded and Old Shebbearians from
across the country had a chance to
catch up and reminisce about the old
days.
The golf day has established itself
as a regular event in the annual
OSA social calendar and is a most
enjoyable day. All Old Shebbearians
are welcome.

Obituaries
John Hooper
Thomas
Both the farming
and Christian
communities of
North Devon have
been saddened by
the news of the
peaceful passing
of John Hooper Thomas of Brightley
Barton, Umberleigh, on September 12th
2013, aged 84.
“JT” as he was often known, was a true
Devonion. He was born in Barnstaple
in 1929 and lived initially at Bartridge
Farm, Umberleigh, until moving across
the valley to Brightley Barton with
his parents in 1933, taking over the
running of the farm after his father’s
death in 1969.
He attended Umberleigh Primary
School, where later he was Chairman of
the Governors for many years.
He gained a scholarship to Shebbear
College, where he cemented his place
in the rugby side as scrum half. He also
became the school’s best treble voice of
that era.
After Shebbear, John returned to
farming at Brightley. He and his father
also worked on bull selection for the
Cattle Breeding Centre at Torrington.
He was a keen and accomplished fat
stock showman and his talents were
soon appreciated by the Smithfield
Show. He was elected to their council
and, in 1980, he judged the Supreme
Championship at Earls Court, London.
At 30, John was elected to the Devon
Cattle Breeder’s Society Judging Panel
and went on to judge Devons at every
multi-day agricultural show in England,
as well as in Australia and Brazil. His
last judging appointment was at the
Devon county show six years ago.
He was also President of the DCBS in
1976 and awarded an honorary vicepresidency in 2009.
John will be remembered for his
kindness, generosity and desire to

support the younger generation.
He leaves behind Heather, his wife of
59 years, his two daughters, Shirley
and Kate, their husbands and four dear
grandchildren. His son-in-law Chris,
and grandson, Charlie, have taken on
the running of the farm.

Keith Arnold (1926 – 2013)
Born in Bideford, Keith Arnold was
one of four children and after leaving
Shebbear College, he trained as a civil
engineer, and, once qualified, he first
worked mainly in Devon and Cornwall.
In November 1950 he took a civil
engineering job in Kenya and a year
later was joined by his fiancée, Kay,
whom he married at the cathedral in
Nairobi.
In 1959, their eldest son, Tim, was born
and a year later they moved back to
England, where their second son, Toby,
was born in 1963.
In sport his passion was rugby and he
loved it, both as a player in his youth
and as a spectator later on. Having
played for the East Africa branch of
the Harlequins, he maintained a long
association with the main Harlequins
Club over the years, regularly going up
to London for supporters’ dinners
After working in Devon and Somerset
in civil engineering positions, he joined
Wiltshire County Council in 1967 and
stayed for 20 years.
In his retirement, he kept bees and
enjoyed gardening and going on
countryside walks with the family.
In truth, Keith was a very active man
all his life and devoted a lot of energy
to many projects, but without the help
and love from Kay, supporting him in
his many adventures in life, it wouldn’t
have been easy.
Kay was his rock and support who was
there for him during the tough times,
especially in the early days; she was the
love of his life upon whom he relied.
They were married for 61 happy years.
A truly generous man who gave his
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‘time and energy’ to any project, be it
to a work colleague, a friend or a family
member, he was always willing to help
or lend a guiding hand.

Gordon Dean
Gordon, who was a pupil at Shebbear
from 1947-1953, died peacefully at
the age of 78 after a long illness. After
a very happy time at Shebbear Gordon
left following “A” levels and studied
to become a Chartered Accountant,
becoming a partner in the firm of
Shipley Blackburn.
He took early retirement after suffering
from a severe cancer and was very
fortunate to keep well for another 20
years, during which time he and his wife
Rosemary travelled extensively. He also
found time to pursue many voluntary
activities including local and circuit
treasurer of the Methodist Church,
local Abbeyfield Homes and Amersham
Rotary Club.
During his career he also worked in a
voluntary capacity as one of the nonexecutive Treasurers of the Overseas
Division of the Methodist Missionary
Society, overseeing the considerable
assets held in trust for the World
Church.
Gordon was very proud of his family
and he leaves his wife, four children and
eight grandchildren.

Andrew Lee
Andrew Lee, who attended Shebbear
College from January 1959 to July 1963,
died on the 12th October 2013. Andrew
was diagnosed with leukaemia in May
of this year. He was 66.

Godfrey Shellard
Shebbear College 1939 - 1943

W. A. R. Coombe
Shebbear College 1934 - 1937
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The Travelling Artist
Sketches from Tony Griffiths
After Shebbear (1953 - 1960), then
University, Tony Griffiths had a long
career with the European Commission
in Brussels from which he retired
around the Millennium to live in
Culmstock, near Cullompton, Devon.
He was always a talented artist - and an
inveterate traveller. Needless to say his
sketch book went with him on a recent
adventure to China.
Knowing that Old Shebbearian
contemporary, Harry Aspey, had spent
two spells in Beijing in 1999 and 2001
and knew the city well, Tony drew his
attention to the Facebook page on
which the sketches were displayed.
In turn, Harry forwarded them on to
‘The Shebbearian’ for others to enjoy.
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